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John Merrill Souder, 76, of Elk-
land Township; Walt Shaffer 
Sr., 60, of Worcester, New York; 
Nancy Lorraine Jennings-Endy, 
82, of West Virginia
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“It is as fatal as it is cowardly to 
blink at facts because they are 
not to our taste.” 

— John Tyndall, 
English physicist 

(1820-1893).

Pelosi orders impeachment probe: ‘No one is above the law’
BY LISA MASCARO, 

MARY CLARE JALONICK 
AND MICHAEL 

BALSAMO 
Associated Press

WASHINGTON (AP) 
— House Speaker Nancy 
Pelosi launched a formal 
impeachment inquiry 
against President Donald 
Trump on Tuesday, acqui-

escing to mounting pres-
sure from fellow Democrats 
and plunging a deeply divid-
ed nation into an election 
year clash between Con-
gress and the commander 
in chief.

The probe centers on 
whether Trump abused his 
presidential powers and 
sought help from a foreign 
government to undermine 
Democratic foe Joe Biden and 

help his own reelection. Pelo-
si said such actions would 
mark a “betrayal of  his oath 
of  office” and declared: “No 
one is above the law.”

Pelosi’s brief  state-
ment, historic yet pre-
sented without dramatic 
flourish, capped a frenetic 
stretch on Capitol Hill as 
details of  a classifi ed whis-
tleblower complaint about 
Trump have burst into the 

open and momentum has 
shifted swiftly toward an 
impeachment probe. The 
charge was led by sever-
al moderate Democratic 
lawmakers from political 
swing districts , many of  
them with national security 
backgrounds and serving in 
Congress for the fi rst time.

After more than two 
and one-half  years of  
sharp Democratic criti-

cism of  Trump, the formal 
impeachment quest sets up 
the party’s most urgent and 
consequential confronta-
tion with a president who 
thrives on combat — and 
injects deep uncertainty in 
the 2020 White House race. 
Trump has all but dared 
Democrats to take this step, 
confident that the specter 
of  impeachment led by the 
opposition party would bol-

ster his political support
Trump, who was meeting 

with world leaders at the 
United Nations, previewed 
his defense in an all-caps 
tweet: “PRESIDENTIAL 
HARRASSMENT!”

Pelosi had barely finished 
speaking as he began a 
mini-blizzard of  tweets assail-
ing her announcement.

See PROBE Page A10

BY BRIANNE OSTRANDER
Staff Writer

WYSOX — Community leaders 
gathered at the Wysox Fire Depart-
ment Tuesday for the United Way of  
Bradford County’s annual campaign 
kickoff  and a surprise recognition to 
honor one of  the organization’s long-
time leaders.

United Way Executive Director 
Kerri Strauss announced that the 
non-profit will aim to raise $545,000 
in their 2020 campaign after meeting 
their $540,000 goal for 2019.

Strauss also announced to the 
crowd of  United Way members 
and representatives from agencies 
involved with United Way that Dandy 
Mini Mart and Williams Auto Group 
will be this year’s Corporate Sponsor.

Strauss introduced the two new 
members of  the United Way youth 
board, Ava Gannon and Ethan Spar-
row who will both serve two year 
terms as they fi nish high school.

She stated that four new local agen-
cies have joined forces with the Unit-
ed Way for 2020 including the T.A.C.O 
food pantry which will use funds 
to purchase a large walk-in freezer, 
Northern Tier Income and Education 
Consortium for their school readiness 
program, Carantouan Greenway for 
the establishment of  a Rail Trail and 
the Towanda Salvation Army.

Strauss also told that the United 

Way will again be hosting their Pledge 
to Win raffle which has grown to 26 
prize packages and will continue 
hosting Day of  Caring projects and 
Community Impact Sessions free of  
charge to the community throughout 
the year, saying that the events help 
the United Way to meet its mission to 

“improve the lives of  people in Brad-
ford County by efficiently raising 
funds for programs that meet commu-
nity needs.”

During the campaign kickoff, Unit-
ed Way members honored Nancy 

BY COY GOBBLE
Staff Writer

TOWANDA — Numer-
ous areas of  road in the 
Bradford County area can 
be confusing to navigate 
at times. Some more than 
others have been the cause 
or a factor in accidents and 
instances of  road rage or 
aggressive driving. Most 
intersections with new 
and different traffic pat-
terns are learned quickly 
by those driving them dai-
ly but three intersections 
in the Towanda area in 
particular are known to 
confuse drivers, especially 
ones from out of  the area.

The first intersection is 
technically a private road 
at the Bradford Towne Cen-
ter in Wysox, according to 
PennDOT Assistant High-
way Maintenance Manag-
er Shane Bull. To exit the 
plaza and travel east on the 
Golden Mile, one must leave 
via a merge lane which 
many treat as a stop sign.

The correct way to leave 
the plaza eastward would 
be to never stop unless 
there are extenuating cir-
cumstances, fi ll the merge 
lane and merge left into 
traffic, according to Bull. 
During rush hours with 
the Golden Mile’s bumper-
to-bumper traffic it may 
seem easier to just wait at 
the turn, but Bull says that 
a driver should enter the 
merge lane with their turn 
signal on until the end 
of  the lane. If  there is no 
entry to the Golden Mile, 
then the vehicle should 

wait at the end of  the 
merge lane for an opening.

Somewhat recently the 
intersection on the south 
side of  the Bradford County 
Veterans Memorial Bridge 
in Towanda was recon-
structed to allow entry to 
Merrill Parkway from the 
south side of  the bridge on 
Main Street. The intersec-
tion to turn right onto Mer-
rill Parkway is situated just 
before the intersection to 
turn right onto the BCVM 
Bridge, and despite there 
being clearly stated traffic 
signage prohibiting a driv-
er from going straight in 
the right turn only lane to 
Merrill Parkway it happens 
frequently.

Bull said that people mis-
take the Merrill Parkway 
turn for the turn onto the 
BCVM Bridge and just go 
through the intersection 
instead of  turning right, 
which is a risk to vehicles 
following the signage as they 
are not expecting a vehicle 
in the right turn lane. Bull 
said the correct way to nav-
igate the intersection from 
the south side of  Towanda 
is to stay in the middle lane 
until the turn just before the 
bridge, then merge into the 
right turn lane.

Bull also said that a con-
crete barrier or sign in the 
roadway preventing drivers 
from going straight in the 
Merrill Parkway right turn 
lane would not be feasible 
because of  minimum turn 
radiuses needed for traffic 
leaving Merrill Parkway.

How to navigate 
confusing intersections 

in the Towanda area
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A sedan correctly uses the right hand turn lane 
at the Towanda Borough Merrill Parkway inter-
section on Tuesday.
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United Way kicks off another year of community contribution
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Nancy Williams, (center right) was honored on Tuesday for 36 years of service to the United Way of 
Bradford County.
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United Way Executive Director Kerri Strauss addressed a crowd at 
the United Way Campaign Kickoff on Tuesday.

Setting new goals
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