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T OWA N DA  —  T h e 
Towanda Area School 
Board needs to consider 
raising property taxes to 
help pay for the Towanda 
Area School District’s bud-
get for the upcoming fiscal 
year, the district’s business 
manager said.

“I don’t think you’ll be 
able to not raise taxes” to 
help pay for the school dis-
trict’s budget for the 2017-18 
fiscal year, which begins 
July 1, Towanda School 
District Business Manager 
Doreen Secor told the 
school board on Tuesday.

At Tuesday’s school 
board meeting, Secor gave 
a presentation on the dis-
trict’s budget for the 2017-18 
fiscal year. 

“This is our first look-see 
for the budget,” Secor said. 

The budget’s expendi-
tures currently stand at 
$26,935,985, said Secor, who 
added that she expects 
there to be changes made to 
the budget before the 
school board adopts a final 
budget at its last meeting in 
June.

The board needs to con-
sider a  tax increase 
because the district’s FY 
2017-18 budget, as it stands 
now, is out of  balance, with 
expenditures exceeding 

revenues by $2.7 million, 
Secor said. 

However, the school 
board had passed a resolu-
tion earlier this year that 
limits any property tax 
increase for the 2017-18 fis-
cal year to no more than 3.4 
percent, which is the state 
index for the school dis-
trict. If  the school district 
raised property taxes 3.4 
percent, the school proper-
ty tax rate would increase 
by 1.5 mills and the district 
would collect $322,729 more 
in property taxes in the 
coming year, Secor said.

The school district’s oth-
er options for filling the 
$2.7 million budget gap are 
to draw from the district’s 

fund balance or cut pro-
grams, she said.

At this point, a tax 
increase has not been built 
into the budget, Secor said.

Expenditures in the FY 
2017-18 budget are $92,435 
less than they were in the 
FY 2016-17 budget, a .34 per-
cent decrease, Secor said.

However, the only reason 
that expenditures dropped 
is that next year, the dis-
trict will no longer have 
money from the federal 
Keystone to Opportunities 
grant to spend, and the dis-
trict has completed a num-
ber of  upgrades to the 
Monroe-Franklin School, 
Secor said.
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KENOSHA, Wis. (AP) — 
Turning back to the eco-
nomic populism that helped 
drive his election campaign, 
President Donald Trump 
signed an order Tuesday he 
said should help American 
workers whose jobs are 
threatened by skilled immi-
grants.

At the headquarters of  
hand and power tool manu-
facturer Snap-on Inc., 
Trump signed an order that 
asks the government to pro-
pose new rules and changes 
that will stop what he called 
abuses in a visa program 
used by U.S. technology 
companies. Dubbed “Buy 
American and Hire Ameri-
can,” the directive follows a 
series of  recent Trump 
reversals on economic poli-
cies.

“We are going to defend 
our workers, protect our 
jobs and finally put Ameri-
ca first,” Trump declared, 
standing in front of  an 
American flag fashioned 
out of  wrenches.

Much like some prior 
orders, however, Trump’s 
executive action Tuesday 
essential ly  looks  for 

detailed reports rather than 
making decisive changes. In 
this case, the reports are 
about granting visas for 
highly skilled foreign work-
ers and ensuring that gov-
ernment purchasing pro-
grams buy American made 
goods as required by law.

Trump chose to sign the 
directive at Snap-on Inc., 
based in Wisconsin, a state 
he narrowly carried in 
November on the strength 
of  support from white, 
working-class voters. 
Trump currently has only a 
41 percent approval rating 
in the state.

He campaigned last year 
on promises to overhaul 
U.S. trade and regulatory 
policy, but his executive 
orders on those issues 
reflect the administration 
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President Donald Trump speaks at Snap-On 
Tools, Tuesday, April 18, 2017, in Kenosha, Wis. 
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“
“We are going to 

defend our 
workers, protect 

our jobs and 
finally put 

America first.”

— President Donald Trump

FRESNO, Calif. (AP) — A 
man who shot and killed 
three people at random on 
the streets of  downtown 
Fresno shouted “God is 
great!” in Arabic during his 
arrest Tuesday and had post-
ed on social media that he 
disliked white people, 
authorities said.

Kori Ali Muhammad, 39, 
was arrested shortly after 
the morning rampage that 
left three white men dead, 
police said. Muhammad, 
who is black, fired 16 rounds 
in one minute at four places 
within a block.

He walked up to a utility 
truck and shot a Pacific Gas 

& Electric Co. employee sit-
ting in the passenger seat, 
authorities say. The driver of  
the truck sped off  to the 
police department for help 
but the man died. Another 
victim was gunned down in 
the parking lot of  a Catholic 
Charities building.

“These individuals who 
were chosen today did not 
do anything to deserve what 
they got,” Fresno Police 
Chief  Jerry Dyer said. 
“These were unprovoked 
attacks by an individual that 
was intent on carrying out 
homicides today. He did 
that.”

It’s too soon to say wheth-
er Muhammad, who was 
homeless, had ties to any 
militant groups or causes, 

Dyer said.
Muhammad also was 

wanted in connection with 
another shooting last week 
that killed a security guard 
at a Fresno motel who had 
responded to a disturbance. 
The security guard also was 
a white man.

Authorities on Tuesday 
spotted Muhammad run-
ning and took him into cus-
tody, the police chief  said. 
He also had shot at a fourth 
person and missed. Police 
are looking for the revolver.

Two of  the victims may 
have been clients of  Catho-
lic Charities, Dyer said.

The nonprofit organiza-
tion doesn’t believe Muham-
mad was tied to Catholic 
Charities, spokeswoman 

Teresa Dominguez said. It 
provides a variety of  ser-
vices for refugees, the home-
less and those for disabili-
ties.

Muhammad has a crimi-
nal history that includes 
arrests on weapons, drugs 
and false imprisonment 
charges and making terror-
ist threats, police say. He had 
been associated with gangs 
but was not a validated 
member.

Seyed Ali Ghazvini, imam 
of  the Islamic Cultural Cen-
ter of  Fresno, said Muham-
mad was not a member of  
his congregation and he did 
not recognize him. The 
imam said he is consulting 
with other faith leaders.

“We’re kind of  shocked 

and surprised for what hap-
pened,” Ghazvini said. “We 
are very sorry for this to hap-

pen. We offer condolences for 
the victims, we pray for the 
victims and their families.”

Police: Gunman shot, killed white men on street at random
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Fresno Police chief Jerry Dyer reviews notes on 
the triple fatal shooting before addressing the 
media Tuesday, April 18, in Fresno, Calif. 
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Towanda School District Business Manager Doreen Secor discusses the district’s budget for the 
2017-18 fiscal year. From left: schools Superintendent Amy Martell, Secor, and school board 
Secretary Cheryl Vaughn.
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“There is a Law that man 

should love his neighbor as 

himself. In a few hundred 

years it should be as natural 

to mankind as breathing or 

the upright gait; but if he does 

not learn it he must perish.” 

— Alfred Adler, Austrian 

psychoanalyst 

(1870-1937).
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