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Cynthia McCarthy, 61, of 

Sayre; Lyle B. Wright, 75, 

of Canton; Polly R. (Clark) 

Wright, 90, of Wetona; Edward 

Gerald “Bucky” Howard Jr, 

54, of Ulster; Esther J. House 

Mills, 85, of Towanda
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“Strive not to be a success, but 

rather to be of value.”

 – Albert Einstein

BY MATT HICKS

Editor-in-Chief

TOWANDA – Children 
who attend Towanda Ele-
mentary School will be 
learning virtually through 
the end of  the month as 
a precautionary measure 
after three children tested 
positive for COVID-19.

According to a message 
sent out by Superintendent 
Dennis Peachey Thursday, 
the change in learning will 
allow the district time to 
clean the building and curb 
any potential spread of  the 
virus on the grounds.

“With no current cas-
es at the high school or J. 
Andrew Morrow, those 
two buildings will contin-

ue with in-person instruc-
tion,” he added.

The fi rst positive case, a 
sixth-grade student, was 
reported to the district 
Wednesday. Peachey said 
the student was last in 
school on Friday, Oct. 16, 
and started showing symp-
toms by Sunday, prompting 
the student’s family to keep 
them home.

“The family did a nice 
job,” Peachey said.

On Thursday, the district 
was notified that two sib-
lings – a fourth-grade and 
sixth-grade student – had 
tested positive. Peachey 
said they were last in 
school on Monday.

The district moved the 
elementary school to vir-

tual learning following 
conversations with the 
Pennsylvania Department 
of  Health. Students were 
sent home with their lap-
tops and what’s expected 
of  them during time of  vir-
tual learning.

Teachers will begin live 
streaming lessons today 
and continue through 
next week. Breakfasts and 
lunches will be delivered 
by bus or van to those who 
normally ride the bus, and 
will be available for pick-
up along State Street for 
students who are walkers 
or are driven to and from 
school.

“Please know that proto-
cols are in place to keep all 
students and staff  as safe 

as possible,” Peachey said. 
“Our facilities are cleaned 
daily, including high touch 
and high traffic areas. We 
ask that parents continue 
to screen children daily 
before coming to school 
and keep them home if  
they are sick. If  you have 
a COVID-19 related issue, 
please call building prin-
cipals, and they can assist 
you.”

He encouraged the com-
munity to continue work-
ing together in order to 
preserve the health and 
safety of  students, faculty 
and staff.

Connect with Matt: (570) 265-
2151 ext. 1628; mhicks@the-
dailyreview.com; Facebook @
Matt Hicks Daily Review.

Towanda Elementary moving to virtual instruction
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Students at Towanda Elementary School are 
learning remotely over the next week after three 
students tested positive for COVID-19.

BY THE REVIEW

Bradford County’s num-
ber of  confi rmed COVID-19 
cases to date in has more 
than doubled over the past 
two weeks.

From when the Penn-
sylvania Department of  
Health recorded its first 
positive case in the county 
in March until its report-
ing on Thursday, Oct. 8, the 
county had been home to 

250 confirmed cases. On 
Thursday, two weeks later, 
the DOH reported that the 
county confi rmed COVID-19 
total had increased by 270. 
One-hundred-forty-three 
of  these cases were record-
ed in the past week, and 55 
were from the previous two 
days.

Thursday’s reporting also 
included the county’s ninth 
COVID-19 death, which the 
COVID-19 dashboard shows 

happened Oct. 16.
The DOH’s nursing home 

or personal care home 
data shows that five Brad-
ford County facilities have 
been impacted by the virus 
to date. Since Tuesday’s 
reporting, 16 new cases 
have been reported among 
residents and two among 
staff. Wednesday’s report-
ing also updated the num-
ber of  deaths attributed to 
nursing or personal care 

homes from two to four.
According to Bradford 

County Manor Adminis-
trator Jim Shadduck, the 
facility has had six new 
confirmed cases among 
residents and four new 
cases among staff  this 
week. Twenty-nine resi-
dents have recovered since 
the outbreak first began 
last month and 26 other 

New COVID-19 death reported as 
Bradford County cases continue climb

BY MATT HICKS

Editor-in-Chief

Work to transform the 
old Ben Franklin store 
into a home for the Brad-
ford County Sheriff ’s and 
Domestic Relations offices 
is ready to move forward 
after commissioners accept-
ed a trio of  bids for the fi rst 
round of  work Thursday.

Streeter Associates of  
Elmira beat out three oth-
er companies for general 
contractor with a bid of  
$874,000. Additional work 
will be performed by AFT 
Mechanical of  Elmira with 
a bid of  $85,000, and Spec-
trum Electrical Service of  
Montrose with a $13,424 bid.

This initial phase of  
work, which includes 

updates to the facade, new 
concrete flooring, new 
roof, new mechanical and 
HVAC, and new electric, is 
expected to be completed 
before the end of  the year, 
according to Commission-
er Chairman Daryl Miller. 
The second phase of  work 
to complete the offi ce spaces 
will be started in 2021.

Asbestos remediation 
was performed during the 
summer.

“What that does is helps 
relieve some of  the crowded 
areas of  the courthouse,” 
Miller explained. Because 
of  that, the county will be 
able to fund renovations 
using federal COVID-19-re-
lated CARES Act funding.

In addition to housing the 
Sheriff ’s Offi ce and Domes-
tic Relations, the building 
will also be used to store 
elections equipment.

The county purchased 
the former craft store last 
year for $300,000.

Ben Franklin closed near 
the end of  2018 following a 
few years of  declining sales 
due to businesses such as 
Amazon.com and discount 
chains, the store’s owner, 

Gary Peck, said at the time. 
In addition, he was unable 
to find a buyer to take it 

over.

Bids awarded for first phase of 
Ben Franklin transformation

CARES Act 
money also 

funding move 
of coroner’s 

office to 
Wysox
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This image shows what the former Ben Franklin 
store will look like once exterior work is complete.
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This building will soon become the new Bradford 
County Coroner’s Office.

BY BRIANNE 

OSTRANDER

Staff Writer

CANTON — More accu-
sations, and responses to 
accusation were brought to 
the table during a Canton 
Borough Police Committee 
meeting last week.

Mayor Richard Porter 
informed that a complaint 
had been filed from Can-
ton Borough Police offi cer 
Michael Northrup which 
stated that Canton Bor-
ough Police Chief  Doug 
Seeley is “watching (the 
borough building) con-
stantly” through the cam-
eras inside the building 
that he has access to on his 
phone.

Porter stated that while 
he “(doesn’t) care” if  the 
Chief  watches the cameras 
from home the issue is that 
Seeley’s wife, Canton Bor-
ough Administrator Amy 
Seeley has access to the 
video as well.

“What happens in the 
police department is none 

of  her business,” Porter 
said.

Doug Seeley agreed 
that police department 
business is not of  Amy’s 
concern, and stated that 
he does not watch the cam-
eras at home unless there 
is an issue in the borough 
or he knows the police 
department is holding 
“prisoners.”

“I can’t watch it because 
to me it’s against the law 
unless you have an inci-
dent that happened...then 
we can check the cameras, 
but it’s against the law to 
see what’s on that screen 
(the computer screen when 
other officers are work-
ing),” Seeley commented.

When asked by Porter if  
he can access the cameras 
on his phone, Seeley stat-
ed, “yes I can, but I don’t 
watch it unless something 
is happening in the bor-
ough or in the office, if  
they have prisoners, I do 
watch it. But I watch the 

Contention continues 
at Canton police 

committee meeting
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Canton Borough councilman Chris Schrader, 
Canton Borough Solicitor David Brann, Canton 
Borough Council President David Groover, 
Canton Mayor Richard Porter, Canton police offi-
cer Andy Krise and Canton Borough Administrator 
Amy Seeley are shown during a recent Canton 
Borough police committee meeting.
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