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 “People are lonely because 

they build walls instead of bridg-

es.” 

— Joseph Fort Newton, 

American clergyman 

(1876-1950).

BY MARK SCOLFORO 

Associated Press

HARRISBURG, Pa. (AP) 
— Pennsylvania’s governor 
says at least four children 
from his state were recent-
ly separated from their 
parents by U.S. Immigra-
tion and Customs Enforce-
ment and wrote Monday to 
demand the agency halt the 
practice until it has a plan 
to ensure the welfare of  
children.

Gov. Tom Wolf  asked 
Homeland Security Acting 
Secretary Kevin McAleenan 
to account for all children 
separated from their par-
ents this year in Pennsylva-
nia and to tell him how long 
they were kept apart and 

about any steps the federal 
government took to ensure 
their well-being.

Wolf  said in the letter 
that the four children are 
U.S. citizens and come from 
at least three migrant fam-
ilies. He said that “infor-
mation relayed” to state 
officials indicated federal 
agents did not make sure 
that the children had ade-
quate temporary guardian-
ship.

An Immigration and Cus-
toms Enforcement spokes-
man in Philadelphia said in 
an email that any response 
to Wolf’s letter “would come 
through the appropriate 
channels.”

Wolf  spokesman J.J. 
Abbott said the separations 

occurred in Philadelphia 
in late July, and at least two 
of  the kids have since been 
reunited with their parents.

He said the administra-
tion has been working to 
get more details about what 
happened in Philadelphia, 
including exactly when 
and where the separations 
occurred.

“We know that at least 
two, their parents were 
eventually released, and 
the families were reunited,” 
Abbott said. “But I don’t 
believe on the other two 
we had any finality of  the 
result.”

The emailed statement 
from Immigration and Cus-
toms Enforcement said the 
agency “exercises discre-

tion” when arresting some-
one with children to ensure 
someone is available to care 
for the children, “consistent 
with local, state and federal 
law enforcement conven-
tions and protocols.”

In June 2018 — days after 
President Donald Trump 
retreated amid an interna-
tional uproar — a federal 
judge ordered that the prac-
tice of  splitting up fami-
lies at the border be halted 
except in limited circum-
stances, such as threats to 
child safety. The judge left 
individual decisions to the 
administration’s discretion.

Immigration and Cus-
t o m s  E n f o r c e m e n t ’ s 

Governor wants answers on 4 kids separated from families

AP Photo

In a Friday, June 28 file photo, Pennsylvania Gov. 
Tom Wolf speaks during a news conference in 
Harrisburg, Pa.See WOLF Page A9

BY COY GOBBLE

Staff Writer

TOWANDA BOROUGH — The Towanda School 
Board gave approval to move forward with a $112K 
stream bank stabilization project in their work session 
meeting on Monday evening.

The project has been in the works since 2015, accord-
ing to business manager Doreen Secor. HUNT Engineers 
have been working on the slow process of  acquiring per-
mits for the stream work that was identifi ed as a need 
for the school’s property in their internal facilities sur-
vey years ago.

Near the Endless Mountain Athletic Complex, along 
Plank Road runs a stream that has been eroding the 
bank that borders the football fi eld’s handicap parking. 
The project includes excavation, the installation of  rip-
rap, removing trees and seeding new grass to prevent 
the envelopment of  the already limited handicap park-
ing.

The agreement to enter into a contract with SJ Thom-
as Company Inc. who would sub-contract the project 
to a local contractor, passed in the meeting, 7-0 with 
vice president Evelyn Sherburne and president Peggi 
Munkittrick absent. The project was pre-bid through a 
state contract.

The project will be paid for out of  the school’s capital 
reserve fund.

Due to the absence of  the president and vice president 
of  the board in the meeting, treasurer Guy Maryott was 
elected tempore president and conducted the meeting.

Later in the meeting, the board carried a motion to 
eliminate three secretarial positions at the school and 
create two more. Superintendent Dennis Peachey told 
the Review that the school identifi ed an area to become 
“more effi cient” and took advantage.

Connect with Coy: (570) 265-2151 ext. 1633; cgobble@thedai-
lyreview.com; Facebook @CoyGobbleDailyReview.

BY COY GOBBLE

Staff Writer

TOWANDA BOROUGH 
— It was Child Support 
Awareness Day on the Brad-
ford County Courthouse 
lawn on Monday afternoon.

After  the  Bradford 
County Commissioners 
declared August Child Sup-
port Awareness Month on 
Thursday, a formal cele-
bration was planned by the 
Bradford County Domestic 
Relations Office including 
a visit from Towanda Bor-
ough offi cer John Hennessy 
and K9 Hades, the Brad-
ford County Bookmobile, 
the Bradford County Dairy 
Princess, Bradford County 
Conservation District, kids 
fi ngerprinting by the Sher-
iff ’s Office, car seat checks 
by the Pennsylvania State 
Police, a fi re truck from the 
Towanda Fire Department, 
face-painting, pizza, chanc-
es to win a back-to-school 
basket and movie ticket bas-
kets and more.

“It’s geared for the chil-
dren,” Director of  the Brad-
ford County Domestic Rela-
tions offi ce Vonda Huffman 
said at the event. “We’re all 

here for the children, that’s 
our job.”

It’s the fi rst year that the 
offi ce has celebrated the day 
outside with a gathering. In 

years past the office would 
do something small just 
inside the offi ce. According 

Child Support Awareness Day held at courthouse
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Towanda Borough Police officer John Hennessy shows a group of kids 
police equipment and K9 officer Hades.
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Shown are the Child Support Awareness activities on the Bradford County Courthouse lawn on Monday.

Supporting kids

See SUPPORT Page A10

Towanda gives thumbs 

up to stream bank 

stabilization project
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The stream bank bordering the handicap 
parking area of the Endless Mountain 
Athletics Complex has been eroding, prompt-
ing action from the Towanda School Board 
on Monday evening.
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