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“I have lived in this world just 
long enough to look carefully 
the second time into things that 
I am most certain of the first 
time.”

— “Josh Billings” (Henry 
Wheeler Shaw), American 

humorist (1818-1885).

BY THE REVIEW

A Towanda man was 
sentenced eight to 52 years 
in prison on Thursday fol-
lowing sexual abuse allega-
tions from four underage 
girls.

According to Bradford 
County Assistant District 
Attorney Brian Gallagh-
er, 29–year–old Jonathan 
Rivera was found guilty of  
four counts of  felony cor-
ruption of  minors in the 
third degree, two counts 
of  felony indecent assault 
in the third degree, felony 
endangering the welfare 
of  children in the third 

degree, 
two 
counts 
of  mis-
demean-
or inde-
cent 
assault 
and two 
counts 
of  mis-
demeanor indecent expo-
sure.

Rivera was charged in 
June 2018 after the Penn-
sylvania State Police 
received two initial reports 
of  abuse in April 2018. In 

Man sentenced eight 
to 52 years in prison 

following sexual 
abuse charges

RIVERA

BY SAMUEL BENNETT
Staff Writer

A 29-year-old Sayre 
man is facing theft relat-
ed charges after allegedly 
taking over $20,000 in cash 
from a South Lehigh Ave-
nue residence in Sayre in 
July.

According to the affi-
davit of  probable cause, 
Sayre Borough police were 
dispatched to a burglary 
that had occurred while 
the homeowners were 
on vacation. The victims 
reported $20,000 in cash 
was taken from a hamper 

along 
with 
$800 in 
an enve-
lope, 
$900 in 
a check-
book, 
$ 6 3  i n 
quar-
ters,  a 
$40 winning lottery ticket 
and two full bottles of  oxy-
codone.

A foot trail was found 
in the grass outside the 
residence’s storm doors 

Sayre man facing 
charges after allegedly 

stealing over $20K
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BY STEVE 
BITTENBENDER
The Center Square

Pennsylvania’s state Sen-
ate Judiciary Committee 
kicked off  two days of  hear-
ings related to gun violence 
in Harrisburg this week 
with public health issues 
taking the forefront on the 
fi rst day.

Committee Chairwoman 

Lisa Baker, R-Dallas, said 
that the spate of  gun vio-
lence helped prompt dis-
cussions about behavioral 
health.

“The rise in suicides 
among the young and vet-
erans is both alarming and 
saddening,” she said.

The sessions come more 
than six weeks after five 
House Democrats called for 
a special session to reform 

the state’s gun laws in 
response to the mass shoot-
ings that took place in El 
Paso, Texas, and Dayton, 
Ohio, earlier this year.

Dr. Kenneth Certa, an 
associate professor of  psy-
chiatry at Sidney Kimmel 
Medical College at Thomas 
Jefferson University, said 
that while the impetus for 
hearings across the country 
like the one in Harrisburg 

was mass shooting events, 
the reality is those acts of  
violence pale in comparison 
to suicides.

“In psychiatry, we are 
very well aware that 70 per-
cent of  deaths from guns 
are suicides,” he said.

He said suicide rates have 
increased by 30 percent over 
the past decade. Last year, 

Hearing on gun violence, Pennsylvania 
lawmakers and experts turn focus 

from mass attacks to suicides
BY THE REVIEW

A former drama club 
director of  both Sayre 
and Athens high schools 
entered two guilty pleas on 
Sept. 24 for sexual assault 
related charges following 
accusations of  touching 
a student multiple times 
as well as making sexu-
al comments to others, 
according to the Pennsyl-
vania State Police.

Bradford County Assis-
tant District Attorney 

Brian 
Gallagh-
er stat-
ed that 
38-year-
old 
Justin 
Patrick 
Shaw 
pled 
guilty 
to institutional sexual 
assault and sexual assault 

Drama director 
pleads guilty to 
sexual assault 

charges

SHAW

See ASSAULT Page A3See GUN Page A9

BY COY GOBBLE
Staff Writer

WYSOX TOWNSHIP- 
Doors were opened to the 
public at the new Wysox 
Township Building on Lake 
Road for the township’s 
open house on Wednesday 
afternoon.

The $686,000 building has 
been in the works for more 
than three years according 
to township officials and 
is paid for entirely out of  
the township’s Act 13 bud-
get, which is funded by an 
impact fee on natural gas 
drilling.

“We waited until we had 
enough to do it” said Super-
visor Bill Them at the open 
house. “And there’s still a 
nice balance in the Act 13 
fund.”

Originally, the building 
had been planned to be 
built on the North side of  

Wysox Township holds open 
house, Commissioners talk 

natural gas taxes
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Shown is the new Wysox Township Building adjacent to the Wysox Fire Hall.
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Local officials pose for a picture at the Wysox Township building’s open 
house on Wednesday. From left to right: Bradford County Commissioner Ed 
Bustin, representative for State rep. Tina Picket (R-110) Patricia Martin, 
Commissioner Doug McLinko, Wysox Township Supervisor Bill Them, 
Wysox Township Manager Jon Kulick, Supervisor Evan Barnes, and 
Commissioner Daryl Miller.See WYSOX Page A10
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