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WEATHER DEATHS QUOTE OF THE DAY

Chance of rain, turning into                
snow overnight tonight

42 26

Page A9

Harold J. “Sonny” Shedden, 

83, of LeRoy Township.
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“I hate war as only a soldier 

who has lived it can, only as 

one who has seen its brutality, 

its futility, its stupidity.” 

— President 

Dwight D. Eisenhower 

(1890-1969)

BY COY GOBBLE

Staff Writer

HERRICK TOWNSHIP 
—  A Herrick Twp. family 
of  five is without a home 
and all of  their possessions 
after a fire brought down 
the structure on Sunday 
afternoon.

The fi re broke out around 
2:30 p.m. at 3059 Cold Creek 
Road and quickly spread 
throughout the entire wood-
framed structure. William 
Pavasco, the father of  the 
family, told The Review on 
Sunday evening that his 
wife and three children 
were home at the time of  
the blaze and escaped with 
their pets, without injury, 
but lost everything inside of  
the home. 

William was at work at 

the time of  the fi re.
Pavasco said that he rents 

the home and did not have 
renters insurance.

He continued to say that 
it was explained to him 
by firefighters that the 
fire originated near the 
entrance of  the house, but 
that not much else was 
known.

In the hours since the 
fire, the surrounding Her-
rickville and Wyalusing 
community has already 
begun to donate clothes and 
items to begin the Pavasco’s 
rebuilding of  their lives.

“They’re loving people 
around here,” said Pavas-
co, who moved to the Her-
rick area with his family 
from Butler, Pennsylvania. 
“People are reaching out 
and bringing in clothes for 
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everyone.”
The Pavascos are in need 

of  beds, among all other 
household items for the 
family to use while they 
search for a new rental 
property. Currently they 
have a place to stay, but will 
be sleeping on the fl oor.

“We loved that place,” 
Pavasco said of  the lost 
home that offered a breath-
taking view and large yard 
for their children and pets.

“We’re so thankful for 
all of  the people that have 
helped us so far. I’d also 

like to preemptively thank 
everyone for their help in 
the future,” Pavasco added. 
“The fi re departments were 
excellent, and the Herrick-
ville Fire Chief  (Jason Boat-
man) was very helpful.”

Herrick Township Fire 
originally responded to 
the blaze and were aided 
by Wysox, LeRaysville and 
Wyalusing fi re crews.

The family asks that any-
one who wants to contrib-
ute to email billbobag1984@
gmail.com for directions on 
how to do so.

Bradford County’s 
World War I Welcome 

Home Parade held 
100 years ago in 1919 

Nearly 30,000 people gathered in Towanda 
on July 26, 1919 to take part in the gala 
events of the day for what was called a 

celebration that would never be forgotten.

SUBMITTED BY HENRY G. FARLEY

It was a great day for this county, when around 30,000  
people met with a common purpose as was July 26th, 
there was nothing but jubilation for soldier and civilian 
mingles in a glad homecoming festival that would never 
be forgotten by the people of  Bradford county.

The sky, somewhat overcast in the morning, could 
not dampen the ardor of  the people who came from 
every town, hamlet and farm and early in the day spe-
cial trains, automobiles and carriages from all direc-
tions began to unload their human cargoes in the coun-
ty seat, and by mid-forenoon Main street was a seething 
mass of  good natured, good feeling county citizens.

The music of  the local and visiting bands could be 
heard, relatives and friends greeted one another, dough-
boys and “gobs,” reunited again after brief  separation, 
shouted a “hell-o butty”  and a pair of  hands united in 
the grip of  the big fraternity — the service men’s clan.

Immediately upon the arrival of  Major General Hen-
ry Pomeroy Davison (major fund raiser for the Ameri-
can Red Cross) at the home of  W. J. Ruggles on Bridge 
Street, where he was entertained at luncheon, the Troy 
band “from his old home town” gave him a serenade 
lasting more than half  an hour.

There was a forenoon baseball game played in the 
East Side baseball grounds and dinner was served at 
various locations throughout the town. A visit to the 
dining room of  various church and Mercur Hall where 
the Wysox Sewing Society served found them all well 
filled with soldiers enjoying the splendid dinner fur-
nished by the “chow” committee and served by the 
ladies societies of  the churches.

The dining rooms were decorated with fl ags and fl ow-
ers, many of  the wildfl owers in season being used.

At the Methodist church the service fl ag with 54 stars 
— four gold stars and two red ones — hung at one end 
of  the room.

The Episcopal church was beautifully decorated out-
side, with the service fl ag in the center. Here while din-
ner was being served, Mrs. Robert Kizer sang several 
solos which were much appreciated, and many encores 
called for.

The Presbyterian church was decorated outside, hav-
ing the word welcome in large white letters among ever-
greens.

The Catholic church served a large number of  boys 
and entertained them with music.

The Universalist served more than 200. The boys did 
not hesitate to make good on the old camp call “Come 
and get it.”

The following menu was served at all places:
Chicken, biscuit, new potatoes, vegetables, salad, jel-

ly, apple pie and ice cream, coffee.
In every place the soldiers and others were cordially 

greeted by a reception committee and were quickly and 
effi ciently served.

The following were the chairmen and various 
“chow” committees who had charge of  the eating plac-
es: Methodist church — Mrs. Wilson Gillette, Mrs. John 
McCracken. Episcopal church — Mrs. Hagerman, Mrs. 
C. H. Jennings, Miss Sarah Mercur. Catholic church — 
Mrs. Bustin, Mrs. C. J. Sullivan. Presbyterian church 
— Miss Maud Frost, Mrs. Morley. Universalist church 
— Mrs. J. D. Merrick, Mrs. George Smeaton.

The Home Coming Day parade was the greatest event 
of  its kind ever held in northern Pennsylvania. The 
number of  men in line, the military aspect, the number 
of  bands and the quality of  the music, the organization 
of  the parade, the cooperation of  the different units and 
individuals taking part, all had their share in making 
the feature of  the day an unqualifi ed success. Slightly 
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Family safe, but all 
possessions lost          
in Herrick Twp. fire

Blaze destroys home

This was the scene of a fire on Cold Creek Road in Herrick Twp. on Sunday afternoon.

Firefighters battle through the smoke at an after-
noon fire Sunday in Herrick Twp.

High risk dams pose upstream danger 
Threats to life, property are 
scattered along Pa.’s 86,000 
miles of streams and rivers

BY MARK SCOLFORO 

Associated Press

HARRISBURG, Pa. (AP) — Pennsyl-
vanians living downstream may not 
often think about what could happen 
if  something goes wrong with one of  
the state’s many dams, but threats to 
life and property are scattered along 
the state’s 86,000 miles of  streams and 
rivers.

“Our infrastructure in Pennsylva-

nia is old — we’re an old state,” said 
Rich Reisinger, chief  of  the Dam Safe-
ty Division for the state Department 
of  Environmental Protection. “A lot of  
dams have been around a long time, 
and occasionally the public gets, I’ll 
say, not as vigilant as we should be, 
when they say, ‘The dam’s been there 
100 years. It’ll be there 100 more.’”

Reisinger’s agency regulates near-
ly 3,400 Pennsylvania dams, of  which 
about 740 are deemed “high hazard,” 
meaning a structural failure is like-
ly to lead to loss of  human life. Most 
of  the dams are privately owned and 
more than half  are over 50 years old. 
Some were even built in the early 19th 
century.

But the agency’s greatest concern 
is for a group of  145 dams that are rat-
ed, in data supplied to the U.S. Army 
Corps of  Engineers, as both high-haz-
ard and in either poor or unsatisfacto-
ry condition.

They include the dam at Lake 
Scranton, fi rst built in 1898 and hold-
ing back a 225-acre body of  water a 
couple miles from the city center, and 
Dehart Reservoir, a 592-acre impound-
ment constructed in 1940 that sup-
plies Harrisburg’s drinking water. 
The 145 high-risk dams are found in 
42 of  the state’s 67 counties, and on 
average they were built in the mid-
1920s. About half  are privately owned, 

DAMS  Page A3

A1


