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Lula B. Cooley, 96, of Herrick 

Township; Dorotha Stow-

ell Hemenway, 95, of North 

Towanda.
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 “Imagination is the only 

key to the future. Without 

it none exists — with it all 

things are possible.” 

— Ida M. Tarbell
American journalist

 (1857-1944)

BY DAVE FIDLIN

The Center Square

A Pennsylvania House 
panel is considering pro-
posed legislation that could 
lead to further changes in 
the state’s Local Option 
Small Games of  Chance 
Act.

State Rep. Dan Moul, 
R-Gettysburg, introduced 
House Bill 1598 this sum-
mer. 

The legislation addresses 
a number of  issues relat-
ed to the act, which was 
passed into law in 1988 and 
has served as a mechanism 
for smaller organizations 
– veterans groups and fra-
ternal clubs being among 
them – to operate gaming 
machines as a revenue gen-
erator.

In his bill, Moul introduc-
es a number of  proposed 
amendments to the act, 
including a plan to increase 
the current maximums in 
place for winnings, which 
include $35,000 for weekly 
prizes and $2,000 for specifi c 
games.

At a House Gaming Over-
sight Committee meeting 
last week, Moul said his 
changes would benefit the 
state as a whole since clubs 
holding gaming licenses 
direct at least 60 percent 
of  their proceeds toward a 
designated fund known as 
“public interest purposes.”

“This legislation really 
has been in the making for 
many years,” Moul said. 
“What we need to get under 
control is the payoff. 

“The commonwealth is 
leaving a ton of  money on 
the table by not addressing 
this.”

Moul’s bill also takes 
up other issues, including 
enforcement and investiga-
tion of  establishments in 
violation of  state law.

During testimony, Kevin 
O’Toole, executive direc-
tor of  the Pennsylvania 
Gaming Control Board, 
expressed concerns with 
some aspects of  the bill, 
including funding changes 
linked to enforcement and 

investigating alleged offens-
es.

One aspect of  HB 1598 
could take ambiguity out 
of  the legalization and 
regulation of  skill-based 
machines. 

There are reportedly 
thousands of  them at estab-
lishments across Pennsyl-
vania, though their legality 
has been questioned.

“Should the General 
Assembly decide that the 
[Gaming Control Board] 
needs to be involved in the 
regulation of  games of  
skill, a funding mechanism 
needs to be established,” 
O’Toole said. “It would be 
inherently unfair to require 
the board to cover the cost 
with funds from the other 
casino and VGT [video gam-
ing technologies] regulated 
entities.”

The House panel also 
heard from Maj. Scott Mill-
er of  the Pennsylvania 
State Police, who heads the 
Bureau of  Liquor Control 
Enforcement. Miller said 
changes to the act would be 
prudent.

“Illegal gambling is grow-
ing in the commonwealth, 
outside traditional ven-
ues, clubs, restaurants and 
bars, to convenience stores 
and malls and storefronts,” 
Miller said. “The gambling 
devices remain unregulated 
and unmonitored. The oper-
ation of  these devices … are 
ripe for corruption. There is 
no consumer protection.”

Lawmakers consider 
bill aimed at changing 
Games of Chance Act

“
Illegal gambling is growing 

in the commonwealth, out-

side traditional venues, clubs, 

restaurants and bars, to con-

venience stores and malls and 

storefronts ... The gambling 

devices remain unregulated 

and unmonitored. The oper-

ation of these devices … are 

ripe for corruption. There is no 

consumer protection.”

Maj. Scott Miller
 Pennsylvania State Police 

Pennsylvania

BY THE REVIEW

After a month of  scares — including two weekends of  
safe and sensory friendly activities — the Wysox Haunt-
ed House celebrated its volunteers and presented its Hal-
loween for Hunger non-perishable food donations to the 
Towanda Area Christian Outreach, Child Hunger Out-
reach Partners and Helping Hands food pantries. 

A raffl e also raised $461 for the Monroe Hose Company. 

More than 1,200 people visited the local attraction, 
including 18 veterans who took advantage of  free admis-
sion this past weekend. 

“Wysox Haunted House would like to extend our sin-
cere appreciation to all of  the businesses, individuals, 
and volunteers who supported this year’s events,” the 
committee said in a statement. 

This includes Dandy Mini Mart, which sponsored the 
volunteer appreciation party.

Halloween for Hunger
Wysox Haunted House makes community donations, recognizes volunteers

Submitted Photos

At left: CHOP Executive Director Dani 
Ruhf with Wysox Haunted House 
Committee Co-Chair Mary Sturdevant. 
Above: TACO volunteer Ed Krauss 
with Co-Chair David Sturdevant. At 
right: Monroe Hose Company Treasurer 
Jessica Fowler with Sturdevant.

A one-vehicle rollover accident occurred on Alexander Road in 
Franklin Township around 3:30 p.m. on Monday afternoon. 
Franklin Township Fire, State Police and Guthrie emergency med-
ical services responded to the scene but did not find an operator 
of the vehicle after the wreck was reported by a nearby resident. 
One emergency responder told The Review that the assumption 
was that the operator fled the scene after the accident occurred. 

Vehicle rolls over in Franklin Twp.
Review Photos/COY GOBBLE

BY MATT HICKS

Editor-in-Chief

ATHENS – A substitute staffing 

service that drew heat from Athens 

Superintendent Craig Stage last 

month for not fulfilling its contrac-

tual obligation has 90 days to show 

improvement, according to the super-

intendent.

Stage provided an update to the 

school board Monday, saying he 

met with a new representative from 

Employment Staffing Solutions – 

formerly Source4Teachers – and 

“I’ve been told that they’re going 

to make some wholesale changes. 

They’re adding staff  to meet our 

needs. You’re going to see more hir-

ing events, quicker on-boarding, and 

you’re going to see fulfi llment of  the 

12 building-based subs that have been 

promised throughout the year.” Last 

month, Stage reported that they only 

had two building-based subs.

Stage will also receive reports from 

the company twice a month going for-

ward, and told school board members 

that he would keep them updated.

During a report in October, Stage 

expressed frustration with the ser-

vice, saying its “terrible fi ll rate” had 

left the school district in need on sev-

eral occasions, which then hindered 

opportunities for professional devel-

opment and caused staff  to go “above 

and beyond to help out” when faced 

with teacher or aide shortages. These 

fill rates have ranged between 38% 

and 67%.

“None of  those percentages are 

adequate,” said Stage, who added that 

he was partnering with all school dis-

tricts in the intermediate unit that 

are experiencing similar issues.

According to meeting minutes, the 

Athens Area School District renewed 

its agreement with Source4Teachers 

in March of  2017, extending service 

through June 30, 2021.

During a report about a recent edu-

cational conference, Stage noted that 

he had the opportunity to introduce 

himself  to representatives from some 

other staffi ng agencies.

Connect with Matt: (570) 265-2151 ext. 
1628; mhicks@thedailyreview.com; Face-
book @Matt Hicks Daily Review.

Stage: Staffing service has 90 days to show improvement
Athens Superintendent Craig 
Stage provides an update on the 
school district’s dealings with 
Employment Staffing Solutions.

Athens Schools

“
I’ve been told that they’re going to 

make some wholesale changes. They’re 

adding staff to meet our needs. You’re 

going to see more hiring events, quick-

er on-boarding, and you’re going to see 

fulfi llment of the 12 building-based subs 

that have been promised throughout the 

year.” 

Craig Stage
Athens Superintendent
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Two crashes reported within an hour of 
each other kept emergency responders 
busy Monday evening in South Waverly. 
The first crash between a car and motor-
cycle took place around 5 p.m. on Pitney 
Street, drawing response from firefighters 
from the borough and Athens Township, 
as well as Greater Valley EMS. There 
appeared to be no serious injuries. 
Another crash involving two vehicles was 
reported around a half-hour later at the 
intersection of Pitney Street and 
Pennsylvania Avenue (pictured). 
Additional information was not immedi-
ately available.

Two crashes detour 
traffic on Pitney St.
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