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Joseph J. Szabo, Nicholas War-

ner, Gerald Lewis Spencer, J. 

Richard “Dick” Kenyon, Wan-

da Jay Ermisch, Mary Kath-

leen “Kathy” (Jackson) Fin-

nerty, Faith A. Toth.

— A8

“The great thing about taking 

big chances when you’re young-

er is you have less to lose, and 

you don’t know as much. So you 

take big swings.”

Amy Poehler

BY BRIANNE 

OSTRANDER

Staff Writer

CANTON BOROUGH 

– Long time Canton Bor-

ough Council member John 

Mosser has announced his 

retirement.

Mosser announced his 

retirement from the Canton 

Borough Council during a 

monthly council meeting 

that he attended virtually 

on Monday.

In a statement read by 

Canton Borough Adminis-

trator Amy Seeley, Mosser 

stated that it is “at the urg-

ing of  (his) family” that he 

chosen to retire from his 

elected offi ce.

“It has been an honor 

and privilege to serve the 

citizens of  Canton as a bor-

ough council member and 

mayor at various times over 

the past 40 years. I always 

aspired to work for the com-

mon good of  all citizens of  

Canton, and for the better-

ment of  the community,” 

Mosser’s statement read.

“As I step aside at this 

time, I encourage the cur-

rent members of  council 

and any future members to 

find common ground and 

work together to tackle the 

many challenges that face 

small, rural communities,” 

he continued. “I have had 

the pleasure of  working 

with many hardworking, 

dedicated council members, 

members of  the police and 

fi re departments, and emer-

gency response teams, and 

I appreciate the friendship 

and kindness these indi-

viduals have shown to me 

throughout the years. ... I 

am looking forward to the 

day that COVID-19 is con-

trolled and I can socialize 

and meet with everyone 

again.”

Mosser has served the 

Bradford County and Can-

ton communities in multi-

ple capacities throughout 

his life, including as Brad-

ford County Emergency 

Management Coordinator 

and Canton Emergency 

Management Coordinator.

Mosser  s tated  that 

although he has retired 

from the borough council, 

he will keep his position as 

Canton Emergency Man-

agement Coordinator and 

will continue to be involved 

in Canton’s emergency 

management services.

Canton Borough Council 

approved Mosser’s retire-

ment on Monday night, 

with board member George 

Jennings stating that he 

did so “with deep, deep 

regrets.” Other officials 

expressing their gratitude 

for his time.

Connect with Bri: (570) 265-
2151 ext. 1627; bostrander@
thedailyreview.com; Facebook @
Brianne Ostrander Daily Review.

Mosser retires from Canton Borough Council

Review File Photo

John Mosser is shown with Bradford County 
Emergency Management Coordinator Sarah Neely 
during an awards ceremony in 2019 where he was 
named Bradford County Emergency Management 
Coordinator of the Year.

BY CYNTHIA 
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Spotlight PA

 Spotlight PA is an inde-
pendent, non-partisan news-
room powered by The Phil-
adelphia Inquirer in part-
nership with PennLive/The 
Patriot-News, TribLIVE/
Pittsburgh Tribune-Review, 
and WITF Public Media. 
Sign up for our free news-
letters.

HARRISBURG — Repub-
licans in the Pennsylva-
nia House are advancing 
a measure that would give 
the legislature more power 
over the executive branch, 
the result of  long-festering 
resentment against Demo-
cratic Gov. Tom Wolf  over 
his actions to control the 
coronavirus pandemic.

T h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l 
amendment would require 
the governor to seek approv-
al to continue an emergency 

order after 21 days, and give 
the legislature the ability to 
end such a declaration uni-
laterally at any time.

Since March, after the 
state identified its first 
COVID-19 cases, Wolf  has 
issued or renewed a disas-
ter declaration three times, 

most recently in Novem-
ber. Such an order greatly 
expands the executive’s 
powers, allowing the gover-
nor to suspend regulatory 
provisions, control travel 
from certain areas, and sus-
pend the sale of  guns.

In June, Republicans, 

with support from a handful 
of  Democrats, tried to force 
Wolf  to end his emergency 
order, but the state Supreme 
Court ruled against them.

The House State Govern-
ment Committee advanced 

Pa. GOP lawmakers want voters to 
give them the power to end 
governor’s emergency orders

Philadelphia Inquirer/ALEJANDRO A. ALVAREZ

In a statement, Gov. Tom Wolf said the proposal “would hinder our ability 
to respond quickly, comprehensively, and effectively” to another wave of 
COVID-19.”

BY MATT HICKS

Editor-in-Chief

TOWANDA – Towanda 
Area School District Super-
intendent Dennis Peachey 
is optimistic that COVID-19 
vaccinations could become 
available to district staff  
later this month, although 
the optimism he expressed 
during Monday’s school 
board meeting, based on 
discussions with Guthrie, 
came with the realistic 
outlook that things could 
change.

“I’m hesitant to make any 
concrete promises because 
if  things fell through, I’d 
feel terrible,” said Peachey. 
“But the discussions we’ve 
had with Guthrie and their 
leadership has been very 
encouraging.”

The district has put out 
a survey in order compile 
the number of  vaccinations 
they would need once avail-
able.

Once the process moves 
forward, Peachey said those 
administering the vaccine 
would come to the district 

after a schedule is worked 
out. This could include 
between six to eight nurses 
who could be assisted by the 
district’s nurses.

“Each 
nurse, 
they said, 
could 
realisti-
cally give 
seven or 
eight vac-
cinations 
an hour,” 
said 
Peachey. 

“So, you start looking at 
how many people need 
them, how many nurses 
they will bring, and you 
start doing the math. … 
Realistically, it would be 
great on a day that we don’t 
have school, but that’s just 
something we’ll have to 
work through.”

This phase of  vaccina-
tions would also include 
coaching staff, according to 
Peachey, and the district has 
been reaching out to those 

Towanda superintendent 
hopeful for COVID vaccine 
in next couple of weeks

PEACHEY

BY LINDSAY 

WHITEHURST, TERRY 

TANG AND ALLEN G. 

BREED

Associated Press

State leaders around the 
U.S. are increasingly push-
ing for schools to reopen 
this winter — pressuring 
them, even — as teachers 
begin to gain access to the 
vaccine against the raging 
pandemic.

Ohio’s governor offered 
to give vaccinations to 
teachers at the start of  Feb-
ruary, provided their school 
districts agree to resume 
at least some in-person 
instruction by March 1. In 

Arizona, where teachers 
began receiving shots this 
week, the governor warned 
schools that he expects stu-
dents back in the classroom 
despite objections from top 
education officials and the 
highest COVID-19 diagnosis 
rate in the nation over the 
past week.

“We will not be funding 
empty seats or allowing 
schools to remain in a per-
petual state of  closure,” 
said Republican Gov. Doug 
Ducey. “Children still need 
to learn, even in a pandem-
ic.”

Leaders of  Arizona’s 
major hospitals disagreed 
with the governor’s posi-

tion, noting at a news con-
ference Wednesday that 
the state is teetering on the 
brink of  having to ration 
life-saving care.

“We understand that 
learning and bringing 
our children together is 
very important,” said Dr. 
Michael White of  Valley-
wise Health. “But at this 
time with uncontrolled 
spread of  the virus, we need 
to do things that we know 
will reduce the chance that 
the virus will spread and 
that is not gathering with 
people we don’t live with.”

The U.S. recorded an all-
time, one-day high of  4,327 
deaths on Tuesday, accord-

ing to Johns Hopkins Uni-
versity. The nation’s overall 
death toll from COVID-19 
has topped 380,000, closing 
in fast on the number of  
Americans killed in World 
War II. Confirmed infec-
tions have reached about 23 
million.

President-elect Joe Biden 
initially pledged to reopen 
a majority of  the nation’s 
schools in his fi rst 100 days 
but recently revised the goal 
to most of  the country’s K-8 
schools. He has said teach-
ers should be eligible for 
vaccinations as soon as pos-
sible after those who are at 
highest risk.

Some states aren’t wait-

ing, but the process can be 
scattershot.

Meika Mark, a ninth-
grade English teacher in 
Orange County, New York, 
got vaccinated Tuesday at 
a hospital, using a link a 
friend texted her.

“It’s just word of  mouth: 
‘Here’s a link and hopefully 
you get a slot,’” said Mark, 
who contracted the virus 
in March and spent the rest 
of  the school year teaching 
remotely. “I know of  a wom-
an who had her husband sit 
in front of  a computer lit-
erally all day and just click 
the refresh button until an 
appointment came up.”

Mark, 34, is now doing 

some in-person teaching 
and is grateful for the added 
layer of  protection.

“I told my students before 
that every day is one day 
closer to normalcy,” she 
said. “I think if  we just 
remind ourselves of  that, it 
just helps to pause and live 
in the moment for a min-
ute.”

High school band direc-
tor Michael Crookston was 
among the fi rst teachers to 
get a vaccination in Utah, 
which is among the earli-
est states to give priority to 
educators. Crookston has 
been in the classroom since 

Calls to reopen classrooms grow as teachers get vaccinated
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