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Submitted Photo

The Athens Area School District hosted its own Top Ten Banquet due to students missing out on the 
annual Rotary Top Ten Banquet. Each student was provided dinner from Yanuzzi’s Restaurant. 
Students picked up a dinner of their choice at 5:45 p.m. Athens School Board President John 
Johnson, Superintendent Craig Stage, high school Principal Corey Mosher, high school Assistant 
Principal Steve Boyce, Guidance Secretary Barb Soprano, and school counselors Dan Kelleher and 
Katelin Williams joined the top ten students in an evening of praise and congratulations for their 
great accomplishment. “Our top 10 students work tirelessly to maintain academic excellence while 
balancing that quest with extra-curricular activities, holding officer positions within our organiza-
tions, and giving back to the community,” said Mosher. Pictured in the photo from top left to the right 
are Stage, Mosher, Soprano, Williams, Lauren Nevill (valedictorian), Cassidy Stackpole, Lauren 
Walter (salutatorian), Kelleher, Boyce, Abigail Maffei, Isabelle Menard, Jesse Sumner, Ankitha Pamula, 
Benjamin Biles, Gracie Adams, and Matthew Nowacoski.

AAHS recognizes top 10 virtually

BY WENDY POST

For the Review

During Wednesday’s press brief-
ing with Tioga County’s Legislative 
Chairwoman Martha Sauerbrey, it 
was announced that the Southern 
Tier, which Tioga County is a part of, 
can begin opening for business start-
ing today.

The four-phase plan is part of  Gov. 
Andrew Cuomo’s NY Forward Plan 
for re-opening the state, and the plan 
is available online at https://forward.
ny.gov. Further guidance can also be 
found at www.tiogacountyny.com/
programs-agencies/covid19/.

During the briefing, members of  
the press heard from Sauerbrey; Lee-
Ann Tinney, director of  Economic 
Development and Planning; Elaine 
Jardine, county planning director; 
and Kylie Holochak, senior public 
health educator and public informa-
tion officer for Tioga County Public 
Health.

Sauerbrey opened with the latest 
county statistics, and also noted sever-
al recoveries at Elderwood at Waverly.

“This gives us hope,” she said.
As of  Thursday, the county had 119 

positive cases, 88 in mandatory quar-
antine, 47 recovered, and 20 fatalities, 
19 of  which surrounded Elderwood at 
Waverly.

Holochak stated that although Tio-
ga County got the green light, resi-
dents still need to wear a mask and 
practice social distancing.

“These things aren’t meant to take 
away your freedoms,” said Holochak, 
adding, “It’s meant to protect others. 
Just because the stay at home ends, 
people need to be careful.”

Holochak also encouraged resi-
dents to get testing, which is available 
in both Ithaca and in Binghamton. 
Visit www.tiogacountyny.com/pro-
grams-agencies/covid19/ to learn 
more.

Jardine talked about the census, 
and encouraged residents to visit 
my2020census.gov to make the count.

“Take 10 minutes to answer ten 
questions that will last ten years,” 
said Jardine, adding, “Our districts 
rely on the census count for funding, 
so this is important.”

The census numbers, she added, 

are due to the Federal government by 
Dec. 31.

Finally, Tinney talked about New 
York’s reopening on Friday. Tioga 
County is one of  eight counties select-
ed for the opening, which will see two 
weeks in-between each stage.

Phase 1, according to Tinney, begins 
on Friday; Phase 2 begins on May 29; 
Phase 3, June 12; and Phase 4 begins 
on June 26. It is noted that restaurant 
openings are a later phase, as well as 
gatherings.

Tinney did note, however, that 
things seem to change a bit every day. 
The best thing to do is visit https://
forward.ny.gov for a comprehensive 
list of  business type openings, and the 
protocol that needs to be established 
prior to opening.

“It’s very challenging,” said Tinney, 
“to maintain social distancing and 
the many other things that need to be 
done.”

As far as how the county’s outlook 
is, financially, Sauerbrey stated, “We 
know the train is coming.”

She did add, however, that the coun-
ty really won’t know where it stands 
until some decisions arrive from the 
governor’s office regarding cuts; we 
are in limbo.

When asked if  any layoffs were 

being considered within the local 
government, Sauerbrey stated, 
“We’re fortunate, as we’ve been con-
servative in our spending. We will 
just have to wait and see where this 
ends up.”

When posed a question regarding 
oversight of  business openings, and if  
compliance would be enforced, Legis-
lator Sauerbrey stated that any busi-
ness involved would be spoken to.

“I’m asking them to follow the 
rules,” she said.

But many unknowns remain. To 
date, graduation ceremonies are being 
worked in some fashion, and will have 
to be constructed with protocols in 
place. Large gatherings are further 
down the road in the reopening pro-
cess.

When asked about Tioga Downs 
Resort and Casino in Nichols, Sau-
erbrey said that she has spoken with 
its owner Jeff  Gural and he is at least 
hoping to get something going virtu-
ally with the horse racing; keep the 
track going.

“Gural has a defined plan,” she add-
ed.

Sauerbrey continues to remind the 
community to be team players, and 
encourages safety, caution, and a care-
fully reopened economy.

Vigilance urged as businesses begin to open 
Stay at Home Order being 

lifted in New York today

Review Photo/WENDY POST

Tioga County Legislative Chairwoman Martha Sauerbrey, a region-
al representative for the state’s oversight committee, addresses 
the media on Wednesday during her weekly press briefing at the 
Legislative Auditorium in Owego.

STATE BRIEF

PennDOT announces highway fatalities 
at new low in 2019

HARRISBURG — The Pennsylvania Department of Transpor-
tation announced that statewide highway fatalities reached a 
new low in 2019, dropping to 1,059, the lowest since record 
keeping began in 1928 and 131 less than in 2018.

“While this is certainly good news, even one life lost is 
one too many,” said PennDOT Acting Secretary Yassmin 
Gramian. “We must continue to work with our partners to 
decrease traffic deaths through education and outreach. 
We urge all Pennsylvanians to always wear their seat belts 
and never drive impaired or distracted.”

The number of unrestrained fatalities dropped from 398 
in 2018 to 330 last year, the lowest it has been in the 
last 20 years. Other areas that saw significant decreases 
in 2019 were fatalities in aggressive driving crashes, fatal 
crashes involving a driver 65 years of age or older, and 
pedestrian fatalities:

• There were 129 fatalities in aggressive driving crashes 
in 2018 compared to 95 in 2019;

• Fatalities in crashes involving a driver 65 or older 
dropped from 330 in 2018 to 281 in 2019; and

• Pedestrian fatalities decreased from 201 in 2018 to 
154 last year.

Aside from the year-to-year decline, longer-term trends 
also continue to decrease. For example, compared to 
2015, there were 141 fewer total traffic deaths, 83 fewer 
unrestrained deaths, and 42 fewer deaths in crashes in-
volving impaired drivers.

While fatalities for most types of crashes were down for 
2019, some types saw fatality increases in 2019:

• There were 174 motorcyclist fatalities last year, up from 
164 in 2018;

• Fatalities involving stop-controlled intersections in-
creased to 92 from 67 in 2018;

• Fatalities in vehicle failure-related crashes increased 
from 45 to 52.

Despite the year-over-year increase, long-term trends for 
all three categories continue to decrease.

CORRECTION

Wrong web address, ballot change
In Thursday’s edition, a story titled “Bradford County poll-

ing positions filled, Burlington Township polling location 
moved” contained two errors. First, the changes to the 
mail-in ballot for this year require a signature on the return 
envelopes, not the ballot itself. Secondly, the correct web 
address for mail-in ballots is VotesPA.com/ApplyMailBallot. 
The Review regrets the errors.

BY COY GOBBLE

Staff Writer

WYSOX TOWNSHIP — The Wysox Township Super-
visors used time in their regularly scheduled meeting 
to urge residents of  the township to self-submit census 
data on Wednesday. The census, which is taken once 
every decade, aims to gain an accurate count of  peo-
ple living in the United States and determines certain 
grants and other monetary disbursements to munici-
palities.

Township Manager Jon Kulick said in the meeting 
that self-reporting numbers were low in Wysox Town-
ship and low across the county. He presumed that the 
COVID-19 crisis was a factor in the low reporting, but 
also said that residents can self  submit without risk-
ing themselves via email, telephone or mail.

Supervisor T Thompson recommended to the board 
that the township produce advertisements and oth-
er forms of  alerting residents that their response is 
needed. He went on to say that the numbers obtained 
through the census would determine money allocat-
ed to the township for the next decade. Census data is 
used to determine the amount of  money given to local 
programs like Head Start, WIC, Meals on Wheels and 
larger entities like schools, hospitals and emergency 
services.

Kulick also added that there are suspicions among 
people in the county that the information submitted 
would possibly be used against them in some form like 
in future taxes. But Kulick iterated that the informa-
tion sent would not be used for any purpose other than 
the census and no data is shared with other organiza-
tions.

Also in the meeting, Kulick reported to the supervi-
sors that all paperwork for the Pennsylvania Avenue 
project has been submitted and hang ups about who 
would be responsible for erosion damage sustained 
when the road was in the possession of  the state have 
been dealt with. But, Kulick said that the process of  
actually completing the project could take years due to 
the COVID-19 crisis.

Pennsylvania Avenue, which was turned back to the 
township from PennDOT, consists of  one block of  Penn-
sylvania Avenue and one block of  East Street off  of  
Route 6 near the Bradford County Veterans Memorial 
Bridge. When combined, the roads form a triangle with 
Route 6 that would circumference Auto Zone and Dollar 
General on Route 6 and Modular One on Pennsylvania 
Avenue.

Connect with Coy: (570) 265-2151 ext. 1633; cgobble@the-
dailyreview.com; Facebook @CoyGobbleDailyReview.

Wysox Township 

supervisors urge residents 

to submit census data

In Pennsylvania, Dem governor aims to contain GOP revolt
BY MARC LEVY 

Associated Press

HARRISBURG, Pa. (AP) 
— By many accounts, Gov. 
Tom Wolf  has helped con-
tain Pennsylvania’s corona-
virus outbreak and avoided 
the full-blown disasters 
seen elsewhere. His success 
containing the growing 
resistance to his efforts is to 
be determined.

In one of  the premier 
battlegrounds in Novem-
ber’s presidential election, 

Wolf  is struggling to fight 
a Republican-driven revolt 
over his stay-at-home orders 
and business shutdowns. 
Egged on by state GOP 
lawmakers, counties have 
threatened to defy Wolf  
while at least a few busi-
ness owners have reopened 
despite his warnings.

The mild-mannered Wolf  
has had to decide how far to 
go in enforcing the orders, 
mindful of  criticism that 
he’s nothing short of  a 
tyrant.

And visiting the state 
Thursday was President 
Donald Trump, stoking the 
conflict with tweets such 
as one that said Pennsylva-
nians “want their freedom 
now.”

He told reporters before 
leaving Washington that 
Pennsylvania “ought to 
start thinking about open-
ing it up. You have a lot of  
people who want their free-
dom, and they’ll get their 
freedom very soon.”

The political fight as 

much over people’s well-be-
ing and public health — 
federal health officials are 
aligned with Wolf ’s cau-
tious approach — as it is 
over who will be blamed for 
the state’s economic dev-
astation if  it is not on the 
mend by Election Day.

About 2 million Penn-
sylvania residents have 
lost their jobs since mid-
March. Food and milk 
giveaways draw long lines. 
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