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Martha Brown White, 90, 
of Elizabethtown, formerly of 
Troy; Cheryl Eddy Smith, 72, 
of Towanda; Frederick James 
Isbell, 71, of Ulster.
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“Success is not fi nal, fail-
ure is not fatal: it is the 
courage to continue that 
counts.”

 —Winston Churchill
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HARRISBURG — Penn-
sylvania Senate Majority 
Leader Jake Corman has 
tapped a top lobbyist with 
a politically connected Har-
risburg fi rm to serve as his 
new chief  of  staff, the latest 
high-profi le example of  the 
cozy relationship between 
elected offi cials in the Capi-
tol and special interests try-
ing to infl uence them.

Corman, a Centre County 
Republican who is widely 
considered next in line to 
ascend to the chamber’s top 
leadership post, told sena-
tors last week in an email 
that he had hired Kryst-
jan Callahan, a partner at 
Maverick Strategies, a well-
known lobbying firm run 
by Ray Zaborney, who also 
runs Corman’s campaigns.

Callahan, 40, was once 
the top staffer to a Repub-
lican leader in the state 
House of  Representatives. 
For the past fi ve years, how-
ever, Callahan has worked 
for Zaborney, who together 
with his wife runs a trio of  
companies known as The 
Mavericks.

The companies help elect 
lawmakers and then lobby 
them once they are in offi ce, 
a practice that good-govern-
ment advocates say blurs 
the line between politics 
and policy.

Among Zaborney’s mar-
quee clients is Corman, 
whose campaigns he has 
run since 2015. Separately, 
Jen Zaborney, Zaborney’s 
wife, runs the fundraising 
arm of  The Mavericks and 

Top Pa. GOP 
lawmaker 

taps politically 
connected 

lobbyist to be 
chief of staff
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Senate Majority Leader 
Jake Corman is widely 
considered next in line to 
ascend to the chamber’s 
top leadership post.
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HARRISBURG — Delivering a blow to Gov. 
Tom Wolf’s strategy for responding to the coro-
navirus pandemic, a federal judge on Monday 
ruled that key components of  the governor’s 
mitigation strategy are “unconstitutional,” 
including the decision to temporarily shut 
down businesses and limit how many Pennsyl-
vanians can gather in one place.

“The court believes that defendants under-
took their actions in a well-intentioned effort 
to protect Pennsylvanians from the virus,” U.S. 

District Judge William S. Stickman IV wrote in 
the 66-page ruling. “But even in an emergency, 
the authority of  government is not unfettered. 
The liberties protected by the Constitution are 
not fair-weather freedoms — in place when 
times are good but able to be cast aside in times 
of  trouble.”

Stickman found that the Wolf  administra-
tion’s policy limiting indoor and outdoor gath-
erings and events to 25 and 250 people, respec-
tively, violates “the right of  assembly enshrined 
in the First Amendment.”

The Pittsburgh-based judge also found Wolf  
and Health Secretary Rachel Levine’s stay-at-
home and business closure orders to be uncon-
stitutional. Health experts widely considered 
temporary shutdowns and limits on business 
operations to be necessary in order to slow the 
spread of  COVID-19 and keep hospitals from 
becoming overwhelmed.

Wolf’s COVID-19 business closures, limit on 
gatherings unconstitutional, federal court rules 

Commonwealth Media Services

In March, Gov. Tom Wolf shuttered all 
but “life-sustaining” businesses to slow 
the spread of COVID-19.
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BY BRIANNE OSTRANDER

Staff Writer

Athens Township police arrested a Barton 
man for the armed robbery of  an Athens busi-
ness on Sept. 6.

Keith Michael Fellers, 37, has been charged 
with the third degree felony of  robbery; taking 
property from others by force, the first degree 
felony of  robbery; threat of  immediate serious 
bodily injury, theft by unlawful taking, receiv-
ing stolen property and terroristic threats after 
being identifi ed as the suspect in a robbery that 
took place at Blair’s Produce Stand in Athens.

According to court documents, police respond-
ed to Blair’s Produce Stand around 6:14 p.m. on 
Sept. 6 after reports of  a robbery involving a gun. 
A witness reported that a male in tan shorts, a 
dark ball cap and sunglasses, later identified 
as Fellers, entered the produce stand on foot at 
approximately 6:02 p.m. that evening and spoke 
to the cashier about purchasing pumpkins.

Fellers then allegedly put produce in a basket 
and before leaving told the cashier, “I’m going to 
rob you, do you know what a 45 is? I have it in my 
shorts,” according to court documents. Fellers 
then instructed the cashier to “lay on the ground 
and don’t do anything stupid, make sure you’re 
not doing anything stupid” before picking up the 
business’s money box, telling the cashier “don’t 
do anything stupid” again and ordering her to 
lay on the ground and count to 60.

Police arrived at the scene and performed an 
extensive search for Fellers, but he could not be 
found. He was later identified utilizing video 
surveillance from a nearby businesses and other 
means.

The cash box contained approximately $250 in 
cash and coins as well as a lost credit card that 
had been found at the produce stand, according 
to police.

On Friday, the Athens Township Police 
Department and Tioga County Sheriff ’s Offi ce 
located and interviewed Fellers, who “gave a full 
confession to committing the robbery at Blair’s 
Produce Stand,” according to court records.

Fellers was sent to the Bradford County Cor-
rectional Facility on $250,000 bail. A preliminary 
hearing was scheduled for Sept. 29 before Magis-
terial District Judge Larry Hurley.

Connect with Bri: bostrander@thedailyreview.com; 
Facebook @Brianne Ostrander Daily Review.

Man arrested 
following      

armed robbery

BY MATT HICKS

Editor-in-Chief

Held one day after the 19th 
anniversary of  9/11, Satur-
day’s Patriots in the Park 
event at Mt. Pisgah State 
Park featured guest speak-
er and Canton graduate 
Dan Shaffer, who was in the 
Pentagon when one of  the 
hijacked planes crashed into 
the Department of  Defense’s 
headquarters, killing 125 peo-
ple – some of  whom Shaffer 
knew.

As he recounted his expe-
rience from that day, Shaffer 
said he was working in the 
opposite side of  the building 
when the plane struck, and 
actually didn’t realize any-
thing had happened until 
someone saw it on TV and 
called out that the building 
had been hit while he was on 

the phone with his wife.
Shaffer, who served 30 

years in the U.S. Navy, ended 
up working in the Pentagon 
about halfway through his 
career as part of  a joint staff  
whose job, as he summed it 
up, was designing and execut-
ing war games.

“I was looking forward 
to a calm, two-year tour at 
the Pentagon,” he said. “ … 
Then one Tuesday morn-
ing – a really clear Tuesday 
morning – my newfound pals 
from the Army, the Air Force 
and the Marines were sitting 
around a table that we called 
the Jedi Table in our offices 
in the Pentagon. Somebody 
was watching TV and that’s 
when the news came in from 
New York that airplanes 
were crashing into the World 
Trade Center. Remember, this 
is an offi ce full of  trained war 

fi ghters – it took us a while to 
recognize that we were really, 

Patriots in the Park    
shows support for 

veterans, remembers 9/11

Dan Shaffer, a Canton 
High School graduate 
who had a 30-year career 
in the U.S. Navy, recounts 
serving in the Pentagon 
during 9/11. Shaffer was 
the guest speaker at 
Saturday’s Patriots in the 
Park event.
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The Troy Veterans Honor Guard raises the American Flag.
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