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“You can’t wring your hands 

and roll up your sleeves at the 

same time.”

Patricia Schroeder

BY PHILIP O’DELL

Senior Staff Writer

SULLIVAN COUNTY – Pennsylvania State Police are 

investigating a theft that occurred within a restaurant in 

the Northern Tier.

An unidentified person entered Colley Pub and stole 

$965 on Feb. 11 around 3:20 a.m., according to police. The 

restaurant is located on Route 87 in Dushore, Sullivan 

County.

The incident is categorized as a burglary in a commer-

cial setting by force, according to the police report.

The investigation is ongoing and anyone will informa-

tion can contact state police at 570-946-4610.

Connect with Philip: (570) 265-2151 ext. 1627; podell@thedai-
lyreview.com.

Burglar steals money 
inside Sullivan 

County restaurant
BY PHILIP O’DELL

Senior Staff Writer

TOWANDA — Towanda 
Borough officials have cre-
ated more accessible links 
for people to see informa-
tion on a local park.

People can now see the 
digital map of  Bradford 
County Veterans Memori-
al Park online at Towanda 
Borough’s website, http://
towandaborough.org/.

Specifically, there are 
links to the BCVMP brick 
locator in three different 
places on the site:

• Borough Services &gt; 

Other Public Services 
(www.towandaborough.
org/servOther.php)

• Projects (www.towand-
aborough.org/projects.php)

• Links – under Commu-
nity Links (www.towand-
aborough.org/links.php)

The digital map shows 
veterans’ names and other 
information inscribed on 
bricks at BCVMP, according 
to Borough Manager Lau-
ren Hotaling. People can 
also search for a veteran’s 
name to see if  it’s inscribed 
anywhere.

Update: Veteran Park map accessible 
on Towanda Borough website

Review File Photo

People can now see the digital map of Bradford 
County Veterans Memorial Park online at Towanda 
Borough’s website, http://towandaborough.org/.

BY ASHAD HAJELA

Spotlight PA State College

This story first appeared 
in The Investigator, a weekly 
newsletter by Spotlight PA 
featuring the best investiga-
tive and accountability jour-
nalism from across Pennsyl-
vania. Sign up for free here.

HARRISBURG — A Com-
monwealth Court judge 
recently revoked a South-
eastern Pennsylvania hos-
pital’s property tax exemp-
tion and denied appeals 
regarding three others, deci-
sions that one expert said 
should serve as a “warning 
shot” for nonprofi t facilities 
statewide.

In response to a case 
brought by the Pottstown 
School District, Judge 

Christine Fizzano Cannon 
found that the nonprofit 
Tower Health system was 
operating a Montgomery 
County hospital with the 
motive of  profit. She also 
upheld rulings that three 
Chester County hospitals 
owned by Tower Health 
aren’t eligible for property 
tax exemptions.

In Pennsylvania, a non-
profit organization must 
prove it is a “purely pub-
lic charity” to qualify for 
a property tax exemption. 
The state Supreme Court 
in a 1985 ruling created fi ve 
standards. An organization 
must show it:

• Advances a charitable 
purpose.
• Donates or renders gra-
tuitously a substantial por-
tion of  its services.
• Benefi ts a substantial and 
indefinite class of  persons 
who are legitimate subjects 
of  charity.
• Relieves the government 
of  some of  its burden.
• Operates entirely free 
from private profi t motive.

Cannon said that Tower 
Health charged the hospi-
tals exorbitant manage-
ment fees and rewarded 
executives for the fi nancial 

A Pa. hospital’s revoked property tax exemption is 
a ‘warning shot’ to other nonprofits, expert says

Philadelphia Inquirer/HAROLD BRUBAKER

Pottstown Hospital, formerly Pottstown Memorial Medical Center, is owned 
by Tower Health.

BY MATT JENNINGS

Staff Writer

CANTON — Canton 
Borough has been looking 
for some time to add addi-
tional staff  to its police 
department, anticipating 
the retirement of  longtime 
police chief  Doug Seeley. In 
that pursuit, Mayor Dean 
Vanderpool brought news 
to Monday’s Borough Coun-
cil meeting.

Vanderpool reported that 
the council’s Police Com-
mittee, comprising himself, 
Bob Johnson and David 
Preston, met with Lacey 
Castle, who is interested in 
working for the borough as 
a part-time police offi cer.

“She’s from Canton. She 
understands it’s for a part-
time position, and we’d 
like to recommend her for 
the position,” Vanderpool 
reported.

Castle  is  cur rently 
enrolled in the state Act 120 
program, allowing her to 

work for the borough as she 
attends a police academy. 
She’s currently enrolled at 
the academy at Mansfield 
University, with plans to 
receive her certification 

in November. Castle will 
be paid $15.50 per hour for 
work in the borough while 
she attends the academy.

Canton reaches agreement 
with part-time Act 120 officer
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Canton has been searching for new officers, find-
ing two candidates in Clint Vermilya and Lacey 
Castle.

BY PHILIP O’DELL

Senior Staff Writer

TOWANDA — A Monro-
eton woman was recently 
charged for alleged drug 
offenses connected to the 
countywide investigation 
into narcotics sales in 2022.

Pearl Ann Johnson, 56, 
was arraigned on March 9 
before Judge Todd Carr and 
remanded to the Bradford 
County Correctional Facili-
ty in lieu of  $100,000.

She faces charges that 
include felony manufac-
ture, delivery, or possession 
with intent to manufacture 
or deliver; misdemeanor 
intentional possession of  a 
controlled substance by a 
person not registered, mis-
demeanor use/possession 
of  drug paraphernalia and 
misdemeanor possession of  
marijuana.

The charges stem from 
her arrest on Aug. 17, 2022 
as part of  the Bradford 

County Drug Task Force’s 
“Operation Jet Sweep,” 
according to court 
documents.  On 
that day, the task 
fo rc e  a r re s t e d 
27 individuals, 
including John-
son, for allegedly 
selling narcotics. 
The arrests were 
“a large scale drug 
“round-up”” of  
alleged offenders.

Over the course of  nine 
months, many of  the cas-
es involved police working 
with confidential infor-
mants who purchased nar-
cotics from the defendants 
using pre-recorded money, 
while transactions were 
surveilled. In January 2023, 
five individuals had their 
charges dismissed related 
to the drug sweep. In a court 
opinion from President 
Judge Maureen T. Beirne, 
charges for one defendant 
were quashed because the 

evidence relied heavily on 
hearsay and allegations 

from the confiden-
tial informant. Oth-
er than Johnson, 
no further updates 
have been provided 
concerning the oth-
er arrestees.

D u r i n g  t h e 
arrests, the task 
fo rc e  re c e ive d 
assistance from 
the borough police 

departments of  Athens, 
Sayre, Towanda and Troy, 
the Athens Township Police 
Department, the Bradford 
County Sheriff ’s Office 
and the Pennsylvania State 
Police.

On the  day  o f  the 
arrests, the task force met 
at 8 a.m. for a briefing on 
the operation, court docu-
ments show. Afterwards, 
the task force split into 
four groups. Groups one 

Monroeton woman faces drug 
charges in “Operation Jet Sweep”
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