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Karen Jeane Beirne-Getz, 62, 

of Towanda; Edmund L. (Ed) 

Ulatowski, 87, of Towanda; 

Kenneth Eugene Mosier, 52, 

of Sayre; Gerald ‘Gerry’ H. 

Clouse Jr., 59, of Camptown

— A8

“Our greatest fear should not be 

of failure… but of succeeding 

at things in life that don’t really 

matter.”

– Francis Chan

BY THE REVIEW

SAYRE – Supporters of  a 
change to the Sayre Redskin 
mascot were making their 
voices heard once again this 
week before the district’s 
school board, while also 
highlighting that a national 
group had joined the con-
versation.

The National Coalition 
Against Racism in Sports 
and Media, which was 
behind the push to change 
the Washington Redskins 
name, joined the cause 
recently as the group sent a 
letter to the school district 
urging the change.

As she began her appeal 
to the board, Sayre resident 
Kimberly Firestine quot-
ed Martin Luther King Jr., 
“For years now, I’ve heard 
the term wait, which almost 
always meant never. We 
must come to see with one 
of  our distinguished jurists 
that justice too long delayed 
is justice denied.” Explain-

ing the relevancy of  the 
quote, she continued, “It’s 
relevant because pushing 
off  this discussion denies 
justice to those that have 
suffered at the Native Amer-
ican themed mascot and 
imagery. It denies justice to 
those that have been denied 
the right to define them-
selves rather than being 
defi ned by others.”

As she explained during 
the previous school board 
meeting, she said the more 
than 2,500 alumni, commu-
nity members, and groups 
such as Coalition of  Natives 
and Allies, the National 
Congress of  American Indi-
ans, and now the National 
Coalition Against Racism 

in Sports and Media, are 
willing to help make that 
transition to a new mascot 
happen.

“The National Coalition 
Against Racism in Sports 
and Media members have 
been fi ghting racist, degrad-
ing and insulting sports 
team, colleges, universities, 
high schools and other rac-
ist institutions for over four 
decades. NCARSM asks 
that the Sayre Area School 
District School Board 
remove the name ‘Redskins’ 
from everything associated 
with your school immedi-
ately,” the letter addressed 
to school board President 
Pete Quattrini said.

The letter from NCAR-

SM pointed to the recent 
decision by the NFL team 
in Washington to remove 
the term Redskins from the 
organization following a 
40-year effort.

“We are asking the Sayre 
Area School District Board 
of  Education to remove 
the racist name from your 
school for all of  the same 
reasons,” the letter contin-
ues. “The name Redskins is 
RACIST. The genesis of  the 
name is associated with the 
rape and murder of  Native 
American children, wom-
en and men. There is no 
place in our society for this 
name. There is no Honor in 

‘We will not be going away’
Push 

continues to 
change 

Redskin name 
in Sayre as 

national 
group joins 

the 
conversation 
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The Sayre Redskins logo is pictured outside of the Lockhart Street Bowl 
entrance.

BY BRIANNE 

OSTRANDER

Staff Writer

T h e  P e n n s y l v a n i a 
Farm Show, a tradition 
that brings hundreds of  
thousands of  individuals 
together in Harrisburg 
each year to celebrate the 
agricultural heritage and 
influence of  the Keystone 
State with both competi-
tion and education will be 
held online this year due 
to the COVID-19 pandem-
ic; a move that will impact 
not only farmers and event 
goers from across the state 
but also high school FFA 
chapters.

Agriculture Secretary 
Russell Redding announced 
the move to a completely 
virtual 2021 Farm Show on 
Wednesday along with the 
revealing of  the 2021 theme, 
“Cultivating Tomorrow.”

“There are times in the 
life of  a farmer when the 
risks are too great or uncer-
tain, requiring farmers to 
make the tough decision to 
leave a field fallow. To pro-
tect our assets – both our 
people and our resources 
– from incalculable losses, 

we have made the tough 
decision to take a year to 
lie in fallow. Rather than 
an in-person Farm Show, 
we will celebrate Pennsyl-
vania agriculture virtually 
for 2021 as we prepare for a 
productive future,” Redding 
stated Wednesday.

“ We ’ l l  l o o k  at  o u r 
strengths and where we 
need to invest together in 
order to grow and cultivate 
for tomorrow. We’ll consid-
er what has become crystal 
clear during the pandemic 
– that agriculture is essen-
tial for life; our people are 
resilient and innovative,” 
he continued. “We will 
focus on agricultural aware-
ness, education, and liter-
acy while highlighting the 
interconnectedness of  our 
food chain.”

Bradford County FFA 
chapter advisors voiced 
their disappointment with 
the loss of  one of  the orga-
nization’s largest competi-
tions and biggest opportu-
nities for learning, as they 
believe an online version 
simply can not offer the 
same experiences.

“Farm Show is an oppor-
tunity to display our stu-

dent’s hard work, to give 
them an opportunity to 
compete on a state level. 
It’s taking their classroom 

knowledge and giving them 
a change to display it in 
a hands-on way. Moving 
online takes not only the 
hands-on aspect away but 

also their opportunity to 
connect and meet other FFA 
members from across the 
state,” Troy FFA Advisor 
Brooke Ostrander stated.

“An online approach for 
anything is not the ideal 
way to experience an event 

Local FFA Advisors wrestle with move to online-only 2021 PA Farm Show
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FFA students, including those from all four Bradford County FFA chapters, joined Agriculture 
Secretary Russell Redding (back left) and state Representative Clint Owlett (R-68) (back right) for a 
photo during the 2019 Pennsylvania Farm Show.
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BY THE REVIEW

SAYRE – Sayre Area 
School District substitute 
rates are going up follow-
ing school board approval 
Monday in the interest of  
staying competitive with 
a neighboring school dis-
trict.

“We’ve held our substi-
tutes at the same rate of  
pay for at least two years 
and it might even be three 
years at this point,” said 
Sayre Business Manager 
Barry Claypool. “We were 
made aware recently that 
another local district had 
increased their rates ... it’s 
important (to stay compet-
itive) when you’re in close 

proximity and people may 
be applying several places 
for some jobs. We want to 
recommend increasing 
our rates to be similar to 
what the neighboring dis-
trict’s rates are.”

Sayre will increase the 
rate for a daily sub from 
$100 per day to $120 per day. 
Substitutes who fully com-
mit to work for the district 
will now earn $140 per day.

Claypool explained to 
the school board that the 
increase in sub pay will 
probably increase the 
substitute from around 
$200,000 to close to $250,000.

The Sayre Area School 
District uses Employment 

Sayre increases 
substitute rates to 
stay competitive
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To stay competitive, the Sayre School Board 
approved a rate increase for substitute teachers.
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