
BY TAYLOR COFFMAN
Staff Writer

When inclement weath-
er hits, life must go on in 
Bradford County.

Paisley Mae Malan-
onsky, 6, and her mother 
Kristin Malanonsky of  
Sayre, started the day 
just like everyone else, 
waking up to cancelled 
schools alongside frozen 
and snow covered cars 
and roads.

Some children are 
old enough to be left at 
home, but others must 
either have a parent stay 
home from work or find 
child care. Thankfully, 
Kristin owns her own 
business and can bring 
Paisley with her to the 
Tots’ Learning Center in 
Waverly.

While there Paisley 
was quick to point out 
how she was able to play 
with her friends.

“There was this hill 
of  snow where you stop 
at the slide. Me and my 
friends went down the 
slide, it was so fun! And 
also we did a little bit of  
snow ball fighting!” she 
said, while proudly hold-
ing up all of  her fi ngers to 
show she went down the 
slide 10 times.

The weather can be 
unpredictable, so Kris-
tin tries to be as reliable 
as she can. She’s only 

closed her business once 
due to weather and it was 
because of  fl ooding back 
in 2011. 

We a t h e r  d o e s n ’ t 
change what’s expected 
of  people and sometimes 
it demands more of  the 
community. When speak-
ing about the weather 
reports, Kristin said, “To 
be honest, I don’t pay 
attention. I just go with 
the flow. If  it comes it 
comes and if  it doesn’t, 
nothing really changes. I 
have to go to work.” 

As she tackled extra 
chores like shoveling 
snow, Paisley was hard at 

work making sure every-
one stays warm with her 
budding hot cocoa bar. 
She already has six dif-
ferent types of  cocoa, four 
different types of  marsh-
mallows, and whipped 
cream. However, all the 
ingredients have to kept 
up high and out of  reach 
of  this part time young 
barista. “My mom keeps 
them up there so I don’t 
eat all of  them.” Paisley 
said.

Connect with Taylor: (570) 
265-2151 ext. 1639; tcoff-
man@thedailyreview.com; 
Facebook @Taylor Coffman 
Daily Review.
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“Discussion is an exchange of 
knowledge; an argument an 
exchange of ignorance.” 

— Robert Quillen, 
American journalist 

(1887-1948).

BY MATT HICKS
Editor-in-Chief

Troy Area School District Superin-
tendent Dr. Amy Martell was recently 
approved to become BLaST Intermedi-
ate Unit 17’s new curriculum specialist.

Sayre School Board member Deb 
Agnew, who is the district’s repre-
sentative to BLaST, briefly reported 
the change among others during this 
week’s school board meeting.

“It was all part of  our vote, so it’s 
known,” Agnew reported to the board.

Martell had previously served fi ve years with BLaST, 
where her duties included work as a contracted curricu-
lum director for the Northeast Bradford School District.

Martell’s other experience included teaching Spanish 
and English in the Canton Area School District from 
1996 to 2010, as principal of  J. Andrew Morrow Prima-
ry School and director of  curriculum for the Towanda 
Area School District starting July 2015, and as Towanda 
superintendent from July 2016 to April 2018.

Following a transitioning process, Martell offi cially 
took over as Troy’s superintendent in July 2018.

Connect with Matt: (570) 265-2151 ext. 1628; mhicks@the-
dailyreview.com; Facebook @Matt Hicks Daily Review.
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Editor-in-Chief

SAYRE — In a little more 
than two weeks, the Sayre 
School Board is expected to 
vote on a resolution from 
the Pennsylvania School 
Boards Association sup-
porting the latest efforts 
at charter school reform at 
the state level.

Promoting the resolu-
tion Monday, Sayre School 
Board Vice President and 
PSBA Section 3 Advisor 
Ron Cole reminded his 
colleagues and those in 
attendance that millions 
of  taxpayer dollars are at 
stake for Bradford Coun-
ty’s school districts. In 
Sayre alone, he said cyber 
charter school costs make 
up 2.6% of  the budget, or 
around $450,000.

“That’s a lot of  money to 
be putting in for students 
in our own district to be 
going into cyber schools,” 
said Cole. “ … We look at 
Athens. Athens is right up 
around $725,000. Wyalus-
ing — $590,000. And all of  
Bradford County itself  is 
right around $3 million.”

Cole and school board 
member Margaret Barry 
also voiced concerns about 
the performance of  many 
of  these schools, especial-
ly cyber schools. Citing 
a report from the Center 
for Research on Educa-
tional Outcomes out of  

Stanford University, Cole 
said one-quarter of  char-
ter school results showed 
students lagging behind 
in reading while one-third 
were behind in math.

Although Cole noted 
that charter schools can 
have some positives, he 
said the performance out-
weighs any of  them.

The resolution being 
promoted by the PSBA 
and going before school 
boards across the common-
wealth raises concerns 
over payment calculations 
that result in more mon-
ey being sent to charter 
schools than needed based 
on a funding formula that 
hasn’t been updated in 
23 years that is based on 
expenditures than the 
actual cost to educate the 
child.

Challenging charter schools
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Sayre School Board 
Vice President and 

PSBA Section 3 
Advisor Ron Cole 

talks about the budget 
challenges the brick-

and-mortar school dis-
tricts face from char-
ter schools while pro-
moting a Pennsylvania 

School Boards 
Association resolution 

supporting reform 
measures.
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FOR THE REVIEW

Following the winter 
storm warning for Friday 
that called for heavy snow, 
high winds, sleet, and freez-
ing rain, a Snow Emergency 
has been declared in Towan-
da Borough beginning at 
noon today.

Due to the presence of  
snow along borough streets 
from this major storm, it 
is imperative that on those 
streets designated by signs 
as Snow Emergency routes, 
all vehicles must be imme-
diately removed from the 
appropriate side of  the 
street as follows to allow for 
snow removal and emergen-
cy vehicles to travel:
• Second St., along its 
entire length on the West 
side.
• Third St., along its entire 
length on the West side.
• Orchard St., along its 
entire length on the West 
side.
• Ward Ave., along its 
entire length on the South 
side.
• Chestnut St., along its entire 
length on the North side.

Towanda 
Borough 

declares snow 
emergency 
beginning 
Saturday
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An 18 wheeler is unable to leave a business and return to Route 6 due to icy conditions in Troy 
Township Friday afternoon. This was one of several incidents that resulted from the slick roadways 
around Bradford County. Another incident involving multiple vehicle crashes on Route 6 closed the 
roadway between Route 187 in Wysox Township and Route 1023 in Standing Stone Township, accord-
ing to the Pennsylvania Department of Transportation. The road was reopened around 12:45 p.m.

Snowy conditions cause troubles on the roads

Weather woes

See TOWANDA Page A9

Fun on Friday’s snow day
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Paisley puts on a smile after a hard day of fun.
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