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“Many of life’s failures are peo-
ple who did not realize how 
close they were to success 
when they gave up.” 

— Thomas A. Edison

BY COY GOBBLE
Staff Writer

ENFIELD, NEW YORK 
— New York State Police 
in Ithaca have arrested 
two men and one woman 
in connection with a home 
invasion in Enfield after an 
investigation in conjunction 
with Pennsylvania State 
and Sayre Borough Police 
on Wednesday. The arrest-

ees are Mark S. Ward, 50, of  
Convert, New York, Frisco 
A. Meeks, 32, of  Ithaca, New 
York, and Jaime L. Coleman, 
38, of  Trumansburg, New 
York.

According to New York 
State Police, two suspects 
broke into a residence on 
Rumsey Hill Road in the 
town of  Enfield at approxi-
mately 7:21 a.m. on July 25. 
Both suspects were shot by 

the homeowner of  the invad-
ed residence after the home-
owner told them to leave the 
property and they refused. 
The suspects then fled 
the area in a vehicle, then 
were driven to the Guthrie 
Robert Packer Hospital in 
Sayre where they received 
treatment for their gunshot 
wounds.

While receiving treatment 
at the Sayre hospital the men 

told Guthrie staff  that they 
were shot in Howard Elmer 
Park. Sayre Police have since 
charged Ward and Meeks 
with fi ling a false report.

New York State Police said 
on Wednesday that Coleman, 
who was arrested on July 25 
on charges of  burglary, drove 
the two men to Pennsylva-
nia after the home invasion. 
She is currently held at the 
Thompkins County Jail in 

lieu of  $15,000 bail or $30,000 
property bond.

Ward, after being treated 
in Sayre, was transferred 
to Strong Memorial Hos-
pital in Rochester, New 
York, and was released and 
subsequently arrested by 
New York State Police and 
charged with felony bur-
glary. He was arraigned and 
remanded to the Tompkins 
County Jail on no bail.

Meeks was treated in 
Sayre and then extradited 
from Pennsylvania then 
charged with felony bur-
glary on Wednesday. He was 
also arraigned and remand-
ed to the Thompkins County 
Jail on no bail.

Connect with Coy: (570) 265-
2151 ext. 1633; cgobble@the-
dailyreview.com; Facebook @
CoyGobbleDailyReview.

Arrests made in connection with Enfield home invasion after suspects were shot by homeowner, treated in Sayre

BY COY GOBBLE
Staff Writer

WINDHAM TOWNSHIP — New York State Police in 
Owego have arrested Aaron G. Collins, 32, of  Nichols, 
New York, after Collins was wanted by Pennsylvania 
authorities in connection with a home invasion in Wind-
ham Township on Saturday morning.

According to the police criminal complaint filed at 
Magisterial District Judge Fred Wheaton’s office in 
Wysox, Collins is being charged by Pennsylvania State 
Police with criminal homicide, burglary, aggravated 
assault, criminal trespassing, theft, illegal possession 
of  a fi rearm, terroristic threats and other charges after 
police allege that he broke into a home on Cadis Road in 
Windham Township in early morning hours Saturday.

Police conducted interviews with the two people that 
were at home at the time of  the invasion. Names of  the 
victims are currently redacted.

Both victims told police that Collins arrived and 
forced his way into the home around midnight. He was 
visibly upset and threatening the victims according to 
the affi davit and claimed that the victims “knew some-
thing about child traffi cking.”

When the victims told Collins that they did not know 
what he was talking about, Collins struck one victim 
with the butt of  a shotgun that he had brought with him. 
The suspected invader then ordered the victims to enter 
the bedroom at gunpoint and tied them together and to a 
bed frame with rope.

Police said after Collins tied up the victims he found 
a loaded 9mm pistol that belonged to one of  the victims 
and told them that he was not afraid to shoot them. He 
then broke the trigger lock on the loaded weapon and 
was able to use it.

Then, police said, Collins picked up a pillow and shot 
through it in the direction of  a pet bird in a cage and 
told the victims that he was not afraid to shoot either of  
them.

One of  the victims told police that he then walked 
behind them, told the person that he would blow their 
head off  and the fi red a single round at the back of  their 
head. The round traveled through the victim’s hair but 
did not strike the person.

Collins then continued to berate the victims and taped 
their mouths shut.

He then used a cordless drill inside the home to drill 
three holes into one of  the victim’s thighs in an attempt 
to get the person to admit what Collins thought they 
knew about child traffi cking.

Collins then went through the victim’s items, took $80 
in cash, and hid their cell phones and tablet before leav-
ing the premises with the shotgun and 9mm pistol.

After Collins left the home, the victims were able to 
break a picture frame and use the glass to free them-
selves from the restraints and call 911 with a house 
phone. The victims realized once free that one of  their 
vehicles, a Jeep Liberty with very recent windshield 
damage from an impact with a deer earlier in the eve-
ning, was missing.

In an interview with people who live with Collins in 
Nichols, police ascertained that one of  the victims of  
the invasion visited the home of  Collins the previous 
night to have a couple drinks with the people who live 
with Collins.
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In this Jan. 15, 2019, file photo an America flag flies at the Pennsylvania Capitol building in Harrisburg, Pa. 

Pennsylvania may pilot virus 
tracing app popular in Ireland

BY MARC LEVY 
Associated Press

HARRISBURG, Pa. (AP) — A con-
tact-tracing app that was download-
ed by one-fi fth of  Ireland in 36 hours 
might undergo a pilot project in 
Pennsylvania that could go live in the 
coming weeks as part of  an effort to 
more quickly contain coronavirus 
outbreaks by notifying people who 
may have been exposed, a state Health 
Department offi cial said Wednesday.

The state Department of  Health 
otherwise has said little about its 
plans for the app, other than it is seek-
ing to introduce a mobile app and a 
$1.9 million contract with software 
developer NearForm Ltd of  Ireland to 
deploy and maintain it.

At a hearing organized by state 
House Democrats, Lindsey Mauldin, 
a special assistant to state Health Sec-
retary Dr. Rachel Levine, said depart-
ment personnel are working with 
researchers from the University of  
Pennsylvania, Harvard and the Mas-
sachusetts Institute of  Technology to 
fi gure out how to use the app in Penn-
sylvania.

Pennsylvania is also working with 
Delaware, and surrounding states 
could join, Mauldin told lawmakers.

“We’re working on a pilot now and 
working on testing the app. We’re hop-
ing to have it live, I believe, by the end 

of  the August,” Mauldin said.
The app is based on smartphone 

technology developed by Apple and 
Google. A number of  states are inter-
ested in using the Apple-Google tech-
nology for an app, but none has intro-
duced one yet.

It is designed to automatically noti-
fy people if  they might have been 
exposed to the coronavirus. It relies 
on Bluetooth wireless technology to 
detect when someone who download-
ed the app has spent time near anoth-
er app user who later tests positive for 
the virus.

The identity of  app users will be 
protected by encryption and anony-
mous identifi er beacons that change 
frequently, the companies have said.

Several states have rolled out apps 
using other approaches, such as satel-
lite-based GPS location tracking, but 
there’s little evidence they have been 
successful. One of  the fi rst to launch, 
in Utah, has since disabled locat-
ing-tracking features.

In Pennsylvania, getting an app 
into operation is of  the utmost impor-
tance before schools reopen for the fall 
semester, the Department of  Health 
said in its contract proposal.

Its selection process for an app 
includes a requirement where the 
developer should have already been 
thoroughly tested in other states or 
jurisdictions.

A contract with NearForm isn’t 
signed, the department said.

But NearForm’s app is already oper-
ational in Ireland, where its COVID 
Tracker app had more than 1 million 
downloads — about 20% of  the popu-
lation of  Ireland and over a quarter 
of  its smartphone users — within 36 
hours of  the July 7 launch, according 
to NearForm.

The app has won some praise in 
Europe. UK-based newspaper the 
Guardian described the Irish app as 
“a shiny success,” contrasting it to 

“We’re working on a pilot now and working on 
testing the app. We’re hoping to have it live, I 

believe, by the end of the August.” 

— Lindsey Mauldin, a special assistant to state Health Secretary Dr. Rachel Levine
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