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You’ll never fi nd rainbows if you 
are looking down

Charlie Chaplin
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HUGHES 

Spotlight PA

 Spotlight PA is an inde-
pendent, non-partisan news-
room powered by The Phil-
adelphia Inquirer in part-
nership with PennLive/The 
Patriot-News, TribLIVE/
Pittsburgh Tribune-Review, 
and WITF Public Media. 
Sign up for our free news-
letters.

HARRISBURG — A fed-
eral judge has upheld the 
validity of  hundreds of  
undated mail ballots cast in 

Allegheny County, ruling 
in favor of  a Democratic 
candidate for Pennsylva-
nia Senate whose win was 
previously certified by the 
state.

GOP leaders in the cham-
ber last week refused to seat 
the winner, incumbent Jim 
Brewster, during a chaotic 
session that also saw the 
temporary removal of  Lt. 
Gov. John Fetterman as pre-
siding offi cer.

In response to the ruling, 
the Senate’s top lawmak-
er, Jake Corman of  Centre 
County, said Brewster will 
be sworn in this week.

Republican candidate 
Nicole Ziccarelli filed the 
federal suit seeking to 
throw out 2,349 mail bal-
lots that Allegheny County 
election officials counted 
even though they did not 
have a handwritten date, 
as required by state law. 
Just over 300 of  those votes 

were cast in Ziccarelli’s race 
against Brewster, giving 
him a 69 vote lead.

Ziccarelli had argued that 
her due process and equal 
protection rights were vio-
lated because election offi-
cials in neighboring West-
moreland County — sec-
tions of  which fall within 
the 45th senatorial district 
— did not count undated 
ballots.

She lost a similar case 
that went all the way to the 
state Supreme Court.

In a 14-page ruling, U.S. 
District Judge J. Nicholas 
Ranjan said his court was 
“bound by the Pennsylva-
nia Supreme Court’s inter-
pretation of  this state law — 
which directly applies to the 
very ballots at issue here.”

Federal judge rules in favor of 
Democratic Pa. Senate 
candidate GOP refused to seat

Pennsylvania Senate Democratic Caucus/JAMES ROBINSON 

Sen. Jim Brewster (D., Allegheny)

BY DANIEL SIMMONS-
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HARRISBURG — The 
Pennsylvania State Police 
announced Tuesday that 
it had resumed collecting 
racial data during traffic 
stops, nine years after the 
department quietly ended 
the practice and in direct 
response to a previous 
investigative report by Spot-
light PA.

Many police departments 
across the nation collect 
racial data from traffi c stops 

in order to detect potential 
racial bias in policing. In 
2019, Spotlight PA revealed 
the State Police had end-
ed its collection program 
in 2012 with no official 
announcement and for rea-
sons that remain unclear.

In response to the find-
ings, the statewide law 
e n f o r c e m e n t  a g e n c y 
pledged to resume the prac-
tice.

“Troopers take an oath to 
enforce the law ‘without any 
consideration of  class, color, 
creed or condition,’ and this 
data collection effort is one 
way to show the public we 
are upholding that oath,” 
State Police Commissioner 
Col. Robert Evanchick said 
Tuesday in a news release. 
“Regular and ongoing anal-
ysis by a neutral third party 
is a critical part of  this pro-
gram that emphasizes our 
department’s commitment 

to transparency and contin-
uous improvement.”

Kenneth Huston, presi-
dent of  the Pennsylvania 
chapter of  the NAACP, said 
the department’s announce-
ment was an encouraging 
development, especially 
given that accusations of  
racial profi ling have dogged 
the department in recent 
years.

“We respect law enforce-
ment — whether it’s local, 
or state, or federal — but, 
with the Pennsylvania State 
Police, there seems to be 

this narrative that they are 
racial profiling,” Huston 
said.

In the summer of  2019, 
the ACLU of  Pennsylva-
nia filed a federal lawsuit 
against the State Police 
alleging troopers were vio-
lating the law by stopping 
and holding people solely 
because they were Latinx. 
In 2017, the department paid 
$150,000 to settle a lawsuit 
brought by a Latino man 
who alleged he was profi led 
by troopers and arrested on 
false charges.

As part of  its new col-
lection campaign, which 
officially began Jan. 1, the 
State Police has partnered 
with the University of  Cin-
cinnati to analyze its data. 
The department formerly 
partnered with the univer-
sity under its previous col-
lection program.

Huston added it was note-

worthy that the agency had 
teamed up again with the 
University of  Cincinnati to 
analyze its data, adding fur-
ther credibility to its efforts, 
but said it was important 
for the department make 
its raw data publicly avail-
able so it can be analyzed by 
advocacy groups, journal-

ists, and other researchers.
“It’s the raw data that we 

would like to see,” Huston 
said. “From the NAACP’s 
perspective, we would like 
to see the raw data and 
come to our own conclu-
sions.”

Pa. State Police resume tracking racial data during 
traffic stops in response to Spotlight PA report

PennLive/DAN GLEITER

Studies warned the Pennsylvania State Police of 
potential racial bias in vehicle searches right 
before the agency ended the research.

BY BRIANNE 
OSTRANDER

Staff Writer

TROY — Former Troy 
Intermediate School Prin-
cipal Mary Abreu has 
replaced Bill Brasington on 
Troy’s Board of  Education.

Abreu has been appoint-
ed as school director repre-
senting the district’s Region 
1, which includes Alba Bor-
ough, Armenia Township, 
Troy Borough and Troy 
Township, after former 
board member Bill Bras-
ington announced his resig-
nation in November, citing 
hopes that “new energy” 
will bring positive changes 
to the board.

Abreu was chosen to 
carry out the remainder of  
Brasington’s current term, 
which will end in 2021, after 
multiple candidates com-
pleted interviews before the 

board during a Troy School 
Board meeting in Decem-
ber.

Abreu joins the board 
with more than three 
decades of  experience in 
the Troy Area School Dis-
trict, where she has served 
as not only TIS Principal 
but also Troy Jr./Sr. High 
School Assistant Princi-
pal and Athletic Director, 
among other roles.

“I just want to see if  I can 
be a positive contributor for 
the remainder of  Mr. Bras-
ington’s term,” she stated. 
“After spending 30-plus 
years in the TASD, I feel 
I have some background 
knowledge to contribute 
and I care about the chil-
dren of  this district and 
their education.”

Connect with Bri: (570) 265-
2151 ext. 1627; bostrander@
thedailyreview.com; Facebook @
Brianne Ostrander Daily Review.

Abreu appointed to 
Troy School Board

Review File Photo

Former Troy Intermediate School Principal and 
new Troy Board of Education member Mary 
Abreu (right) is shown with Troy Technology 
Director Ryan Schrader (left) during a Troy School 
Board meeting in 2018.

BY SAMANTHA LATOS
Staff Writer

January is National 
Blood Donor Month and it’s 
more important now than 
ever to give blood during 
the time of  COVID-19 and 
the resulting high rates of  
hospitalization across the 
country, according to offi-
cials with the American 
Red Cross.

The American Red Cross 

asks those who have recov-
ered from the COVID-19 
virus to help current 
COVID-19 patients with 
whole blood donations since 
phlebotomists are now able 
to extract convalescent plas-
ma and red blood cells.

“Convalescent plasma is 
a term for when a donor’s 
plasma is used for a therapy 
for ill patients,” said Bio-
medical Communications 
Manager Alana Mauger. 

“People who are in the hos-
pital with COVID-19, who 
are usually in the ICU, can 
get a transfusion of  plasma 
from a donor that has the 
COVID-19 antibodies.”

The antibodies within the 
plasma have the potential to 
help those critically ill with 
COVID-19 to form their own 
antibodies and can help 
them fi ght off  the virus.

Although the blood 
product can save lives, it is 

important to note that the 
plasma is not a vaccine or 
prevention and can only 
be used as a treatment for 
those already infected with 
COVID-19.

The need for convales-
cent plasma increases 
as the country sees over 
214,000 new confirmed cas-
es of  COVID-19 each day, 
according to data from the 

American Red Cross needs donors to give 
healthy blood, plasma for COVID-19 patients
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