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Beatrice “Bea” M. John-
son, 101, of Towanda, for-
merly of Terrytown; Arlene 
M. Kinsman, 93, of Towanda; 
James J. McCamley Sr., 83, 
of Dushore; John E. Berry 
Sr., 89, of Nichols, New York; 
Joseph Conrad Tabor, 80, of 
Lopez.
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Be thankful for what you 
have; you’ll end up having 
more. If you concentrate on 
what you don’t have, you will 
never, ever have enough.

—Oprah Winfrey

BY MATT HICKS

Editor-in-Chief

Local historian Malin Martin 
has spent 25 years of  researching 
and writing a book about the his-
tory of  bituminous coal mining in 
Bradford County.

However, it wasn’t until near 
the end of  the writing process 

that Martin realized that Barclay 
Mountain, which had largely been 
the center of  the county’s com-
mercial coal mining since 1856, 
was not named on any offi cial gov-
ernment maps. These maps just 
identifi ed the old village or town-
ship of  Barclay.

Now, because of  his efforts, 
Barclay Mountain will be named 

on government maps moving for-
ward.

“Over all of  that time and 
research, and all of  the maps that 
I have used in the book, it came to 
me about a year ago,” he said. “… 
I was so focused in on the details 
of  the maps and so on that stand-
ing back and looking at them, I 
realized that Barclay Mountain 

was not listed.”
The coal mining that taken 

place on Barclay Mountain since 
1856 was a main driver of  eco-
nomic advancement in Bradford 
County, Martin explained. It 
brought in investment, thousands 
of  jobs that kept people employed 
for many years, and hundreds of  
more long-sustaining jobs.

“There’s been commercial 
enterprises that have been named 
after Barclay,” he continued. “Of  
course, there are numerous books 
and countless newspaper articles 
about Barclay Mountain.”

To get Barclay Mountain offi-
cially recognized, Martin went 
through an application process 

Putting Barclay Mountain on the map

Criminal justice reformers 
argue that the past year 
proved there is no need to 
keep so many locked up 

BY WEIHUA LI AND BETH 

SCHWARTZAPFEL

 The Marshall Project 

MICHAEL R. SISAK

 The Associated Press

It wasn’t long after Matthew Reed 
shoplifted a $63 set of  sheets from a 
Target in upstate New York that the 
coronavirus pandemic brought the 
world to a standstill.

Instead of  serving a jail sentence, 
he stayed at home, his case deferred 
more than a year, as courts closed 
and jails nationwide dramatically 
reduced their populations to stop 
the spread of  COVID-19.

But the numbers have begun 
creeping up again as courts are 
back in session and the world 

begins returning to a modifi ed ver-
sion of  normal. It’s worrying crim-
inal justice reformers who argue 
that the past year proved there is no 
need to keep so many people locked 
up in the U.S.

By the middle of  last year, the 
number of  people in jails nation-
wide was at its lowest point in more 
than two decades, according to a 
new report published Monday by  
the Vera Institute of  Justice, whose 
researchers collected population 
numbers from about half  of  the 
nation’s 3,300 jails to make national 
estimates. 

According to the report, shared 
with The Marshall Project and 
The Associated Press, the number 
of  people incarcerated in county 
jails across the country declined 
by roughly one-quarter, or 185,000, 
as counties aggressively worked 
to release people held on low-lev-
el charges, dramatically reduced 
arrest rates and suspended court 
operations.

But in most places, the decrease 
didn’t last long: From mid-2020 to 

March 2021, the number of  people 
in jails awaiting trial or serving 
short sentences for minor offens-
es climbed back up again by more 
than 70,000, reaching nearly 650,000.

“Reducing the incarcerated pop-
ulation across the country is pos-
sible,” said Jacob Kang-Brown, a 
senior research associate at the 
Vera Institute of  Justice and author 
of  the new report. “We saw decreas-
es in big cities, small cities, rural 
counties and the suburbs, but the 
increase we see is troubling.”

In the Genesee County Jail in 
New York, where Reed recently 
began a six-month sentence for 
petit larceny, there were, for a time, 
only 35 people jailed, down from 90 
before the pandemic, according to 
data compiled by the Vera Institute. 
Defendants had court dates pushed 
off, and judges went to extra lengths 
to allow people to wait at home rather 
than in jail. (New York’s bail reform 
law also went into effect in early 2020 
and reduced jail populations even 
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The Palm Beach County Main Detention Center is shown, Friday, in West Palm Beach, Fla. 

Jails emptied in the pandemic. 

Should they stay that way?
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FDA approves much-debated Alzheimer’s drug 
BY MATTHEW PERRONE 

AP Health Writer

WASHINGTON (AP) — Government 
health officials on Monday approved the 
first new drug for Alzheimer’s disease 
in nearly 20 years, disregarding warn-
ings from independent advisers that the 
much-debated treatment hasn’t been shown 
to help slow the brain-destroying disease.

The Food and Drug Administration 
approved the drug from Biogen based on 

study results showing it seemed “reason-
ably likely” to benefi t Alzheimer’s patients. 
It’s the only therapy that U.S. regulators 
have said can likely treat the underlying 
disease, rather than manage symptoms like 
anxiety and insomnia.

The decision, which could impact mil-
lions of  Americans and their families, is 
certain to spark disagreements among phy-
sicians, medical researchers and patient 
groups. It also has far-reaching implications 
for the standards used to evaluate experi-

mental therapies, including those that show 
only incremental benefi ts. 

The new drug, which Biogen developed 
with Japan’s Eisai Co., did not reverse men-
tal decline, only slowing it in one study. The 
medication, aducanumab, will be marketed 
as Aduhelm and is to be given as an infu-
sion every four weeks.

Dr. Caleb Alexander, an FDA adviser who 
recommended against the drug’s approval, 
said he was “surprised and disappointed” 
by the decision.

Biogen via AP

BY MATT HICKS

Editor-in-Chief

TOWANDA BOROUGH – Towanda Borough will soon 
start the search for a new manager after accepting the res-
ignation of  Kyle Lane Monday.

Lane’s last day will be July 30 after eight years of  service 
to the borough, although he will make one fi nal report to 
the council during their Aug. 2 meeting.

“I had an offer I couldn’t refuse, which goes back to 
my roots of  being a telecommunications person,” Lane 
explained.

Through that opportunity, Lane will become the new 
director of  broadband operations for Claverack Rural 
Electric Cooperative as it branches into the broadband 
business.

“It was a very hard decision for me,” Lane explained. 
“This council, the board at TMA (Towanda Municipal 
Authority) have been amazing to me. I’ve learned an 
invaluable amount of  skills and have really honed my 
managerial skills, my professional skills.”

After learning about the borough manager’s upcoming 
departure, officials started game planning with Lane to 
help with the transition and identify more long-term pri-
orities for the new hire.

“Whatever he can tell us, we would appreciate it because 
it’s going to be different than when Tom (Fairchild Jr.) left. 
When Tom left, he stayed for around 12 months and there 
was a transition,” said council President Mark Christini, 

Lane stepping down as 
Towanda Borough manager
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Towanda Borough Council President Mark 
Christini (far left) shares a few laughs with 
Towanda Borough Manager Kyle Lane (far right) 
after bringing up Lane’s upcoming resignation 
from the borough.
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