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 Edward LaRue Dunn, 68, of 
Beaver, formerly of Bradford 
County; David Dean “Benji” 

Benjamin, 58, of Towanda; 

Chad M. Crawford-Cole, 35, 

of Owego, New York, formerly 
of Elmira, New York; Armand 

Robert “Bob” Martini, 84, of 
Camden, Delaware

— A8

“A first-rate organizer is never 

in a hurry. He is never late. He 

always keeps up his sleeve a 

margin for the unexpected.”

— Arnold Bennett, English 

poet, author and critic (1867-

1931).

BY THE REVIEW

With this year’s primary election scheduled for April 
28, the Bradford County Board of  Elections is reminding 
residents that they have until April 13 to register to vote, 
change their address, or change their party affi liation.

Those looking to register can do so at the Election 
Bureau in the Annex Building next to the Bradford Coun-
ty Courthouse or online at www.register.votespa.com. 
Postmarks are no longer permitted.

Republicans who wish to be a candidate for Republican 
Committee can circulate and fi le petitions between Jan. 28 
and Feb. 18. Petition packets can be picked up at the Elec-
tion Bureau between 9 a.m. and 5 p.m. Monday through 
Friday.

“ACT 77 was signed into law by Governor Wolfe on Oct. 
31, 2019. This law permits, if  desired, all voters to cast their 
ballot by mail without providing a reason or excuse,” elec-
tion offi cials explained. “Those who wish to vote by mail 
must submit a mail-in ballot application to the county 

Board of  Elections by 5 p.m. on April 21.”
Those who will be out of  their hometown during elec-

tions or who cannot vote due to illness can apply for an 
absentee ballot before April 21. Mail-in and absentee bal-
lots must be received at the elections office by 8 p.m. on 
April 28.

Polling places will be open from 7 a.m. to 8 p.m. on April 
28, unless otherwise directed by the courts.

For more information, call (570) 265-1717 or email smith-
korsr@bradfordco.org.

April 13 deadline set for voter registration

BY MATT HICKS

Editor-in-Chief

The last three Bradford 
County-owned bridges 
being replaced or repaired 
as part of  a three-year Act 
13 funded bridge bundle 
project are going out for bid.

The Bradford County 
Commissioners autho-
rized the bidding during 
their meeting on Thursday. 
According to county Plan-
ning Director Matt Wil-
liams, work is expected to 
be completed by the end of  
the year.

These projects will focus 
on County Bridge 36 on 
Edinger Hill Road in Tus-
carora Township, County 
Bridge 44 on McFadden 
Road in Canton Township, 
and County Bridge 51 on 
Huntington Road in Spring-
fi eld Township. They are all 
box culvert bridges.

In October, Bradford 
County Commissioners 
gathered with other offi-
cials in Canton Township 

to officially reopen County 
Bridge 11 on Pratts Mill 
Road in Canton Township, 
which had been closed since 
2017 when fl ooding caused it 

to collapse into the stream 
below. This bridge was the 
first included in the bun-
dle project to be reopened, 
and was included with 

four others that were bid 
out last year and award-
ed to Susquehanna Valley 

Final bridges in work 
bundle going out for bid
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The Bradford County Commissioners are pictured during their meeting 
Thursday at the new Wysox Township Municipal Building.

BY ALAN KRAWITZ

The Center Square

A bill that could poten-
tially remake Pennsylva-
nia’s system of  cyber edu-
cation was the topic of  a 
public hearing this week 
in the House Education 
Committee, and it galva-
nized reactions from both 
proponents and critics 
alike.

In effect, the bill, pro-
posed by state Rep. Curt 
Sonney, R-Erie, would 
shutter all cyber charters 
in the commonwealth by 
the 2020-2021 school year. 
Also, all traditional school 
districts would be required 
to offer their own, full-time 
virtual education pro-
grams.

“Cyber education is an 
important choice parents 
should be able to make for 
their children, but local 
accountability to our tax-
payers and students is 
imperative,” said Sonney, 
chairman of  the commit-
tee. “It should be about 
quality, not quantity.”

Pennsylvania’s cyber 
charter system is among 
the largest in the nation, 
serving more than 24,000 
students statewide, accord-
ing to Jennifer Beagan 
of  the Allegheny Coun-
ty Intermediate Unit, a 
regional educational agen-
cy.

The proposal could 
result in the removal of  
thousands of  students 
from 14 state-sanctioned, 
privately run and public-
ly funded cyber schools, 
sending them to virtual 
programs run by their 
home school districts.

At the hearing, Sonney 
said he introduced the leg-
islation due to “concerns 
from constituents related 
to the cost and account-
ability of  cyber charter 
schools.”

Eric Eschbach, superin-
tendent of  the Northern 
York County School Dis-
trict and a proponent of  
Sonney’s bill, said it would 
“bring greater account-

ability and efficiency to 
cyber-learning options 
without sacrifi cing choice 
options for students.”

But opponents of  the bill 
noted that families opt for 
cyber programs for a vari-
ety of  reasons, from issues 
related to bullying, dis-
tance from a local school 
district or health-related 
reasons and that making 
those families go back to 
their districts could cause 
problems.

“They have an issue 
with the school district,” 
Rep. Josh Kail, R-Beaver, 
said. “And so now we’re 
going to be forcing them 
to go back to the school 
district that they left in the 
fi rst place.”

The hearing also high-
lighted tensions between 
the commonwealth’s 
cyber education sector and 
school district administra-
tors.

Administrators have 
questioned cyber charters’ 
overall effectiveness in 
teaching students on par 
with traditional education, 
in addition to issues relat-
ed to fi nancial accountabil-
ity.

Funding for cyber char-
ter schools is drawn from 
districts, which must pay 
per-pupil fees every time 
a student opts for a cyber 
charter school, and some 
administrators say the 
expansion of  cyber char-
ters has caused signifi cant 
fi scal damage to tradition-
al schools.

In 2017-18, school dis-
tricts spent nearly a billion 
dollars on cyber-charter 
tuition payments. And 
superintendents have com-
plained that when compar-
ing the value of  a cyber 
education to a traditional 
one, that money is not well 
spent.

A 2018 survey conducted 
by the Pennsylvania Asso-
ciation of  School Admin-
istrators showed that out 
of  172 school districts 
contacted, 152 said they 

BY BRIANNE 

OSTRANDER

Staff Writer

The Towanda communi-
ty is rallying around one of  
their own as a local family 
of  nine takes steps to over-
come the loss of  their home 
to a recent fi re.

The fi re began just before 
8 p.m. on the second story 
of  the Forrest/Johnson 
family’s home in Towanda 
Township on Jan. 21, and 
caused no casualties but left 
the structure with heavy 
damage due to fire, water 
and smoke.

A benefit is now being 
organized to help the family 
get back on their financial 
feet.

“I have known the family 
my whole life because they 
were my neighbors until I 

moved...they are the most 
loving and caring family. 
Material things aren’t the 
most important to them, 
they are very selfless peo-
ple and have always been 
this way. They would help 
others before helping them-
selves,” stated benefi t orga-
nizer Danielle Vanderpool 
Brown.

Va n d e r p o o l  B r ow n 
explained that even though 
the benefit is still months 
away, the community has 
“been amazing” and “really 
stepped up” as people have 
donated items from clothing 
to free storage sheds and 
gift cards.

“I feel like they’re very 
deserving and I will help 
them anyway I can because 
I know if  things were the 
other way around she 
would be one of  the first 
ones by my side,” Vander-

pool Brown said. “You don’t 
fi nd many people like Mary-
ellen (a member of  the For-
rest/Johnson family) any-
more, she is a truly caring 

person with a huge heart.”
The benefit for the For-

rest/Johnson family will be 

Black Knights unite to support 
Towanda family after house fire
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Locals have banned together to help raise funds 
for the Forrest/Johnson family after they lost their 
home to a fire that broke out Tuesday night in 
Towanda Township.

New legislation could 
bring radical change to 
Pennsylvania’s cyber 

education system
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