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BY MATT HICKS
Editor-in-Chief

COVID-19 restrictions for Bradford County will be 
mostly lifted as of  12:01 a.m. May 29, Gov. Tom Wolf  
announced Friday.

At that time, Bradford, Sullivan, Tioga, and 14 oth-
er counties will move from the yellow to green phase 
under the state’s tiered reopening plan.

“We know not only that we succeeded in slowing 
case growth, but that our actions, our collective deci-
sions to stay at home and avoid social contact — we 
know that saved lives,” Wolf  said. “My stay-at-home 
order did exactly what it was intended to do: It saved 
lives and it bought us valuable time.”

Counties that have transitioned to the yellow phase 
have been closely monitored for risks associated with 
transitioning to the green phase over the past two 
weeks.

The governor said some precautions will continue 
through the green phase, including occupancy lim-
itations, encouragement to work remotely if  possible, 
and limitations to visiting high-risk environments. 
Restaurants and bars will be able to open at 50% occu-
pancy along with personal care services such as hair 
salons and barbershops, although personal care ser-
vices will have to be by appointment only. Entertain-
ment and indoor recreation will also be allowed open 
at half  capacity. The green phase will also include 
updated safety requirements for businesses with 
in-person operations.

Secretary of  Health Dr. Rachel Levine said more 
details about the green phase will be released next 
week.

Joining Bradford, Sullivan and Tioga counties in 
transitioning to the green phase are Cameron, Clari-
on, Clearfi eld, Crawford, Elk, Forest, Jefferson, Law-
rence, McKean, Montour, Potter, Snyder, Venango, 
and Warren counties. This will come as Berks, Bucks, 
Chester, Delaware, Lackawanna, Lancaster, Lehigh, 
Northampton, Montgomery, and Philadelphia coun-
ties remain in the red phase, although they are sched-
uled to go yellow by June 5.

“We continue to increase testing every day and are 
continuing to build our contact tracing capacity, as 
well,” Wolf  said. “We are able to do these things, to be 
successful, to reopen in this manner because of  the 
Pennsylvanians who have made tremendous sacrifi c-
es since the virus emerged in our state. Thank you.”

“I want to remember and honor all of  those who we 
lost and give solace to their family and loved ones,” 
he added. “The last two months have been trying and 
they have tested each of  us, and I want to thank and 
acknowledge all the people of  our commonwealth who 
have been called upon to upend their lives to keep their 
neighbors, friends and family safe.”

Bradford County remains at 43 positive COVID-19 
cases to date with three deaths, while Sullivan has had 
two positive cases, according to Friday’s update from 
the Department of  Health.

During Friday’s briefi ng, Levine said there were no 
immediate plans to compile county-specifi c recovery 
data, although she said 57% of  those affl icted across 
the state have fully recovered.

Friday’s statewide totals included 66,258 total 
COVID-19 cases and 4,984 deaths.

Connect with Matt: (570) 265-2151 ext. 1628; mhicks@the-
dailyreview.com; Facebook @Matt Hicks Daily Review.

Going green
Bradford, Sullivan counties a week 

away from transitioning to green 

BY JILL COLVIN AND ZEKE 
MILLER 

Associated Press

WASHINGTON (AP) — President 
Donald Trump on Friday labeled 
churches and other houses of  wor-
ship as “essential” and called on gov-
ernors nationwide to let them reopen 
this weekend even though some areas 
remain under coronavirus lockdown.

The president threatened to “over-
ride” governors who defy him, but it 
was unclear what authority he has to 
do so.

“Governors need to do the right 
thing and allow these very important 
essential places of  faith to open right 
now — for this weekend,” Trump said 
at a hastily arranged press confer-
ence at the White House. Asked what 
authority Trump might have to super-
sede governors, White House press 
secretary Kayleigh McEnany said she 
wouldn’t answer a theoretical ques-
tion.

Trump has been pushing for the 
country to reopen as he tries to 
reverse an economic free fall playing 
out months before he faces reelection. 
White evangelical Christians have 
been among the president’s most loyal 
supporters, and the White House has 
been careful to attend to their con-
cerns throughout the crisis.

Following Trump’s announcement, 
the Centers for Disease Control and 

Prevention released new guidelines 
for communities of  faith on how to 
safely reopen, including recommen-
dations to limit the size of  gather-
ings and consider holding services 
outdoors or in large, well-ventilated 
areas.

Public health agencies have gener-
ally advised people to avoid gatherings 
of  more than 10 people and encour-
aged Americans to remain 6 feet (1.8 
meters) away from others when possi-
ble. Some parts of  the country remain 
under some version of  remain-at-
home orders.

In-person religious services have 
been vectors for transmission of  
the virus. A person who attended a 
Mother’s Day service at a church in 
Northern California that defied the 
governor’s closure orders later test-
ed positive, exposing more than 180 
churchgoers. And a choir practice 
at a church in Washington state was 
labeled by the CDC as an early “super-
spreading” event.

But Trump on Friday stressed the 
importance of  churches in many com-
munities and said he was “identifying 
houses of  worship — churches, syn-
agogues and mosques — as essential 
places that provide essential services.”

“Some governors have deemed 
liquor stores and abortion clinics 
as essential” but not churches, he 
said. “It’s not right. So I’m correct-
ing this injustice and calling hous-

es of  worship essential.”
“These are places that hold our soci-

ety together and keep our people unit-
ed,” he added.

Dr. Deborah Birx, coordinator of  
the White House coronavirus task 
force, said faith leaders should be in 
touch with local health departments 
and can take steps to mitigate risks, 
including making sure those who are 
at high risk of  severe complications 
remain protected.

“There’s a way for us to work 
together to have social distancing 
and safety for people so we decrease 
the amount of  exposure that anyone 
would have to an asymptomatic,” she 
said.

A person familiar with the White 
House’s thinking who spoke on condi-
tion of  anonymity to discuss internal 
deliberations said Trump had called 
the news conference, which had not 
been on his public schedule, because 
he wanted to be the face of  church 
reopenings, knowing how well it 
would play with his political base.

Churches around the country 
have filed legal challenges opposing 
virus closures. In Minnesota, after 
Democratic Gov. Tim Walz this week 
declined to lift restrictions on church-
es, Roman Catholic and some Luther-
an leaders said they would defy his 
ban and resume worship services. 

Trump declares churches ‘essential,’ calls on them to reopen

AP Photo

President Donald Trump speaks with reporters about the coronavirus in the James Brady Briefing 
Room of the White House, Friday, May 22, in Washington.

Back to worship

Pennsylvania track to resume racing, flouting shutdown
BY MICHAEL RUBINKAM 

Associated Press

A Pennsylvania dirt track that says it’s already been cit-
ed twice for fl outing Gov. Tom Wolf ’s business shutdown 
was expected to draw hundreds or even thousands of  peo-
ple to its fi rst auto races of  the season this weekend.

Penn Can Speedway in rural Susquehanna County 
planned to hold races on its dirt oval a few miles from the 
New York state line. General Manager JoAnne Mady said 
Friday she expects the largest crowd in Penn Can’s 65-year 
history, with race teams making the trip from as far away 

as Florida. The track’s newly expanded bleachers can hold 
about 2,000 people.

Susquehanna County has reported only seven new virus 
infections in the last 14 days but remains subject to a variety 
of  pandemic restrictions, including a shutdown of  enter-
tainment venues and a ban on gatherings of  more than 25 
people. Local police have twice cited the track as it hosted 
practice in recent days, said track promoter Gary Folk Jr.

He said he worried about the citations but “I was also 
worried about not having a business.”

Folk and his father — whose history with the track goes 
back more than 50 years — took over the lease last October 

and spent tens of  thousands of  dollars on improvements. 
Folk said the business would fold without the immediate 
resumption of  racing.

“I don’t want to be in trouble, I don’t want to see anyone 
sick, I don’t want to see any of  that stuff. But we had the 
opportunity to do something really cool here, and if  we 
didn’t get to it, we were dying on the vine,” he said.

Messages were left Friday with Susquehanna police as 
well as the district attorney. A Pennsylvania State Police 
spokesman deferred to local police but said: “PSP stands 
ready to assist, if  requested by local law enforcement, to 
ensure public safety.”
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