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Andrew Glenn Hitchcock, 
56, of Herrick Township; Rho-
da M. Moyer, 60, of Canton 
Township; Earl “Gomer” Wen-
dela, 56, of Rome.

— A8

Visit www.thedailyreview.com

and click on the

link to Obituaries

for tributes and other features

“Don’t judge each day by the 

harvest you reap but by the 

seeds that you plant.“

 – Robert Louis Stevenson

Bradford County remains 
in Pa.’s highest category 
for COVID-19 transmission

 BY MATT HICKS
Editor-in-Chief

Despite some improvement in percent 
positivity, Bradford County still remains 
in Pennsylvania’s highest category for 
COVID-19 transmission along with 39 other 
counties.

The latest Early Warning Monitoring 

System Dashboard data revealed Monday 
and reflecting the period between Feb. 12 
to Feb. 18 shows Bradford County at 7.6% 
positivity, with a rate of  112.7 per 100,000 
residents over the seven-day period. This 
represents 12 fewer residents than the pre-
vious week, or a decrease of  1.8%.

Out of  the 40 counties ranked in the sub-
stantial transmission category, Bradford 
County is ranked 23rd. Forest County had 
the highest rate with 15.5% positivity.

Sixty-three counties were in the substan-
tial category with first reporting of  the 
month.

Statewide, Department of  Health offi-
cials reported a decrease from 8% to 6.5% 
positivity, with 16 counties now posting 

positivity rates below 5%.
“Following these proven public health 

practices, our mitigation orders, and most 
importantly, the resilience of  our fellow 
Pennsylvanians to unite against COVID-19, 
Pennsylvania is seeing encouraging data 
relating to less COVID-19 spread within the 
community as we report lowered statewide 
positivity rates as well as lowered case 
counts,” Gov. Tom Wolf  said. “While we 
know there is reduced community spread, 
it is still important to continue public 
health efforts across the state. We ask Penn-
sylvanians to continue to course – wash 
your hands, practice social distancing, and 
wear mask.”

“As we continue our COVID-19 response, 

the Department of  health is working with 
vaccine providers to get vaccine into arms 
across the commonwealth,” Acting Secre-
tary of  Health Alison Beam said. “While 
we do have access to limited vaccine allot-
ments from the federal government, the 
importance of  the proven health practices 
and mitigation efforts remain important.“

The Department of  Health’s COVID-19 
Dashboard update for Monday showed 
Bradford County gaining 12 confi rmed cas-
es since Saturday’s reporting and an addi-
tional death.

Connect with Matt: (570) 265-2151 ext. 1628; 
mhicks@thedailyreview.com; Facebook @Matt 
Hicks Daily Review.

Early Warning Monitoring System update:

Continued statewide progress with COVID-19

BY SAMANTHA LATOS
Staff Writer

WARREN TOWNSHIP – A Rome man is dead following 
a single-car crash early Sunday morning in Warren Town-
ship.

Pennsylvania State Police said that Earl Wendela, 56, 
was traveling north on Cadis Road around 3:30 a.m. when 
his white 2010 GMC Sierra veered left across both lanes 
and hit a tree. The vehicle then traveled down a roadside 
embankment and stopped in a ditch area, causing heavy 
front end damage. Wendela was pronounced dead at the 
scene by the Bradford County Coroner.

Police said that Wendela was the only occupant of  the 
car and the crash is currently under further investigation.

The Warren Center Fire Department, Little Meadows 
EMS, and Greater Valley EMS assisted at the scene.

Connect with Samantha: (570) 265-2151 ext. 1633; slatos@the-
dailyreview.com; Facebook @ Samantha Latos Daily Review.

Early Sunday morning fatal 
crash leaves one dead

BY SAMANTHA LATOS
Staff Writer

LITCHFIELD TOWNSHIP – An Ulster man was killed in 
a Litchfi eld Township crash Saturday morning.

Pennsylvania State Police reported that around 
8:26 a.m., Christopher James Bishop, 31, had lost control of  
his 2002 Ford Escape while traveling around a right hand 
curve on Cotton Hollow Road.

Bishop crashed into an embankment and his car fl ipped 
upside down, overturned onto the driver’s side and came 
to a fi nal rest after crashing into a tree, police said. He was 
pronounced dead at the scene.

Ulster man dead after 
Saturday morning crash

BY MATT HICKS
Editor-in-Chief

Bradford County District 
Attorney Chad Salsman 
formalized his innocence by 
entering a “not guilty” plea 
as part of  a virtual formal 
arraignment early Monday 
morning before Lycoming 
Court Judge Marc F. Lovec-
chio.

On Feb. 3, Pennsylvania 
Attorney General charged 
Salsman with 24 felony and 

misde-
meanor 
charges 
including 
sexual 
assault, 
intimi-
dating a 
witness 
o r  v i c -
tim, and 
encouraging prostitution. 
These charges were rec-
ommended by the 45th 

Salsman maintains 
innocence with formal 

arraignment plea

SALSMAN
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❑ After a year that has 
darkened doorways 
across the U.S., the 
pandemic surpassed a 
milestone Monday that 
once seemed 
unimaginable, a stark 
confi rmation of the 
virus’s reach into all 
corners of the country 
and communities of every 
size and makeup.

BY ADAM GELLER 
Associated Press

For weeks after Cindy Pollock 
began planting tiny fl ags across her 
yard — one for each of  the more than 
1,800 Idahoans killed by COVID-19 — 
the toll was mostly a number. Until 
two women she had never met rang 
her doorbell in tears, seeking a place 
to mourn the husband and father 

they had just lost.
Then Pollock knew her tribute, 

however heartfelt, would never begin 
to convey the grief  of  a pandemic 
that has now claimed 500,000 lives in 
the U.S. and counting.

“I just wanted to hug them,” she 
said. “Because that was all I could 
do.”

After a year that has darkened 
doorways across the U.S., the pan-
demic surpassed a milestone Mon-
day that once seemed unimaginable, 
a stark confirmation of  the virus’s 
reach into all corners of  the country 
and communities of  every size and 
makeup.

“It’s very hard for me to imagine 
an American who doesn’t know 
someone who has died or have a fam-
ily member who has died,” said Ali 
Mokdad, a professor of  health met-
rics at the University of  Washington 
in Seattle. “We haven’t really fully 
understood how bad it is, how devas-
tating it is, for all of  us.”

Experts warn that about 90,000 
more deaths are likely in the next few 

months, despite a massive campaign 
to vaccinate people. Meanwhile, the 
nation’s trauma continues to accrue 
in a way unparalleled in recent 
American life, said Donna Schuur-
man of  the Dougy Center for Griev-
ing Children & Families in Portland, 
Oregon.

At other moments of  epic loss, like 
the 9/11 terrorist attacks, Americans 
have pulled together to confront cri-
sis and console survivors. But this 
time, the nation is deeply divided. 
Staggering numbers of  families are 
dealing with death, serious illness 
and financial hardship. And many 
are left to cope in isolation, unable 
even to hold funerals.

“In a way, we’re all grieving,” said 
Schuurman, who has counseled the 
families of  those killed in terrorist 
attacks, natural disasters and school 
shootings.

In recent weeks, virus deaths have 
fallen from more than 4,000 report-
ed on some days in January to an       

AP Photo/JAE C. HONG, FILE

In this July 31, 2020, file photo, Romelia Navarro, 64, weeps while hugging her husband, Antonio, 
in his final moments in a COVID-19 unit at St. Jude Medical Center in Fullerton, Calif. The U.S. 
death toll from COVID-19 has almost topped 500,000 — a number so staggering that a top health 
researchers says it is hard to imagine an American who hasn’t lost a relative or doesn’t know 
someone who died. 

Half a million dead in U.S.

Confirming virus’s tragic reach
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