
Frustrated Democratic governors 
find ways to sidestep GOP

BY SCOTT BAUER 

Associated Press

MADISON, Wis. (AP) — Wisconsin Democratic Gov. 
Tony Evers tried for months to get the Republican-con-
trolled Legislature to take up a pair of  gun control bills, 
holding news conferences and touting polls showing 
strong public support. When Republicans wouldn’t 
budge, Evers turned up the heat by turning to other 
powers of  his office, using an executive order — his 
54th in less than a year — to call a special session on the 
issue.

“We need an up or down vote,” Evers said. “We have 
to get this done, folks.”

Evers isn’t the only frustrated Democratic governor 
looking for ways to get around Republican majori-
ties fi rmly against their agenda. Turning to executive 
orders is reminiscent of  the growing use of  similar 
power by President Donald Trump, and Barack Obama 
before him, to accomplish their goals without lawmak-
ers’ agreement.

In Wisconsin, North Carolina and other states, gover-
nors are getting creative to advance their agendas, with 
varying degrees of  success. Evers’ use of  his broad veto 
power has so angered Republicans they’ve fi led a law-
suit and trying to amend the state constitution to block 
the governor.

Pennsylvania Gov. Tom Wolf  has signed numerous 
executive orders while Democrats’ agenda is stalled in 
the GOP-controlled Legislature, including calling for 
new gun violence prevention programs. In Kansas, Gov. 
Laura Kelly had state agencies enact one of  the nation’s 
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BY DEB RIECHMANN AND 

AAMER MADHANI 

Associated Press

WASHINGTON (AP) — The heli-
copters flew low and fast into the 
night, ferrying U.S. special forces to a 
compound where Islamic State leader 
Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi was hiding in 
Syria. Half  a world away, President 
Donald Trump watched the raid in 
real time via a video link as troops 
blasted into the hideout and sent the 
most-wanted militant running the last 
steps of  his life.

The daring raid was the culmi-
nation of  years of  steady intelli-
gence-gathering work — and 48 hours 
of  hurry-up planning once Washing-
ton got word that al-Baghdadi would 
be at a compound in northwestern 
Syria.

The night unfolded with methodical 
precision and unexpected turns. This 
reconstruction is based on the first-
blush accounts of  Trump and other 
administration offi cials eager to share 
the details of  how the U.S. snared its 
top target, as well observations from 
startled villagers who had no idea 
al-Baghdadi was in their midst.

A CELEBRATION AND A 

SECRET TWO-DAY 

SCRAMBLE

Events developed quickly once the 
White House learned on Thursday 
there was “a high probability” that 
al-Baghdadi would be at an Idlib prov-
ince compound.

By Friday, Trump had military 
options on his desk.

By Saturday morning, the adminis-
tration at last had “actionable intelli-
gence” it could exploit.

There was no hint of  that interi-
or drama as Trump headed to Camp 
David on Friday night to celebrate the 
10th wedding anniversary of  daugh-
ter Ivanka and son-in-law Jared Kush-
ner. Then he was off  to Virginia on a 

brisk fall Saturday for a round at one 
of  his golf  courses.

He teed off  with Major League 
Baseball Commissioner Rob Manfred, 
in town for the World Series, and Sens. 
Lindsey Graham and David Perdue.

Trump got back to the White House 
at 4:18 p.m. By 5 p.m., he was in a suit 
in the Situation Room in the basement 
of  the West Wing to monitor the raid. 
They named it after Kayla Mueller, 
an American humanitarian worker 
abused and killed by al-Baghdadi.

The rest of  Washington had its 
focus on Game 4 of  the World Series 
about to get underway a few miles 
away at Nationals Park.

PANIC THEN DEATH

Moments after the White House 
team had gathered, U.S. aircraft, most-
ly twin-rotor CH-47 helicopters, took 
off  from Al-Asad air base in western 
Iraq.

Within hours, al-Baghdadi was 
dead.

The first inkling that something 
was afoot came when villagers saw 
helicopters swooping low on the hori-
zon.

“We went out in the balcony to see 
and they started shooting, with auto-
matic rifles. So we went inside and 
hid,” said an unidentified villager. 
Next came a large explosion — Trump 
said soldiers blasted a hole in the side 
of  a building because they feared 
the entrance might have been boo-
by-trapped. Al-Baghdadi fled into a 
network of  underground bunkers and 
tunnels that snaked through the com-
pound.

The stout, bearded militant leader 

wore a suicide vest and dragged along 
three children as he fled from the 
American troops.

Trump, happy to play up the drama, 
said that as U.S. troops and their dogs 
closed in, the militant went “whim-
pering and crying and screaming all 
the way” to his death.

“He reached the end of  the tun-
nel, as our dogs chased him down,” 
Trump said. “He ignited his vest, kill-
ing himself  and the three children.”

‘IT WAS HIM’

Al-Baghdadi’s body was mutilated 
in the blast, and the tunnel caved in on 
him. To get to his corpse, troops had to 
dig through debris.

“There wasn’t much left,” Trump 
said, “but there are still substantial 
pieces that they brought back.”

That’s when the military raid 
turned into a forensics operation — 
and the special forces had come pre-
pared.

They had brought along samples of  
al-Baghdadi’s DNA.

The soldiers who conducted the 
raid thought the man who fl ed looked 
like al-Baghdadi, but that wasn’t 
enough. Various accounts had herald-
ed his death in the past, only for him 
to surface yet again.

This time there could be no doubt.
Lab technicians conducted an 

onsite DNA test to make sure and 
within 15 minutes of  his death, posi-
tively identifi ed the target.

“It was him,” Trump said.
Al-Baghdadi’s body wasn’t all they 

retrieved.
Trump said U.S. troops remained 

in the compound for about two hours 
after al-Baghdadi’s death and recov-
ered highly sensitive material about 
the Islamic State group, including 
information about its future plans.

After the American troops retreat-
ed, U.S. fi ghter jets fi red six rockets at 
the house, leveling it.

AP Photo

People look at destroyed houses near the village of Barisha, in Idlib province, Syria, Sunday, after an 
operation by the U.S. military which targeted Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi, the shadowy leader of the 
Islamic State group. President Donald Trump says Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi is dead after a U.S. military 
operation in Syria targeted the Islamic State group leader. 
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Fire-ravaged forests 
get help from      

pine cone collectors
BY SUSAN MONTOYA BRYAN 

Associated Press

ALONG THE BURNT MESA TRAIL, N.M. (AP) — 
With snow ready to fall, the scramble was on to collect 
as many ponderosa pine cones as possible.

A crew outfitted with spurs, ropes and hard hats 
scaled hefty tree trunks and used long clippers to snip 
branches loaded with the prickly orbs.

The cones being gathered in the Jemez Mountains of  
northern New Mexico represent the fruits of  a bumper 
crop. Every decade or so, the trees turn out more seeds 
to ensure future propagation as a hedge against hungry 
predators and whatever other hurdles nature might 
throw at the species.

The cones will be dried, their seeds cleaned, sorted 
and grown into seedlings that can be used to reforest 
fi re-scarred hillsides. Similar work is ongoing in Colora-
do, South Dakota and other places in the U.S. West.

With warmer temperatures, more frequent drought 
and the severity of  wildfi res on the rise, scientists say 
seed collection and reforestation efforts are becoming 
more important.

PINE CONES  Page A3

Reforesting the West

AP Photo

In this Thursday, Oct. 24, photo Ponderosa pine 
cones sit on a tree stump after being cut open 
during a demonstration at Bandelier National 
Monument near Los Alamos, New Mexico.
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