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Theresa Elaine Baum, Mary 
J. Lacey, Ella Marie Harkness, 
Pearl M. Schaner Aeppli, Carl 
G. Smith
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“The Internet is just a world 
passing around notes in a class-
room.”

– Jon Stewart, comedian
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BY BRIANNE 
OSTRANDER

Staff Writer

N O RT H  T OWA N DA 
TOWNSHIP – Flashing 
police lights and bagpipes 
made their way up Hillcrest 
Drive in North Towanda 
Township on Saturday; a 
diffi cult hike all to salute a 
beloved local World War II 
veteran’s 100th birthday.

David Thomas Jr. has 
been looking forward to 
his 100th birthday, which is 

actually today, and talking 
about it for the past two 
years, according to Thom-
as’s friend Lucille Christini.

She, along with Thomas’s 
best friend of  over 60 years 
Ray Yale, friend Michele 
Estes and the Towanda com-
munity marked the occa-
sion with more pomp and 
circumstance than Thomas 
could have expected as they 
organized not only a birth-
day party, but a full parade 
as a surprise for him.

Thomas, who served in 

both the U.S. Army and 
the U.S. Coastguard during 
World War II, saluted the 
American Flag as a col-
orguard led his birthday 
parade followed by the Penn 
York Highlanders Bagpipe 
Band and more than a doz-
en friends, representatives 
from local military groups 
and neighbors in decorated 
vehicles.

Following the parade for 
Thomas, the Highlanders 
played him a special con-
cert, sharing tunes from 

“Semper Paratus,” the 
United States Coastguard’s 
anthem, to Steven Foster’s 
“Hard Times No More.” 
Friends gathered to sing 
him Happy Birthday and 
celebrate with cake.

State Rep. Tina Pickett 
(R-110) presented Thomas 
with a birthday card from 
the Pennsylvania House of  
Representatives that stated 
in part, “in this world of  
ordinary people, you are 

BY MATT HICKS
Editor-in-Chief

WAVERLY – Led by class 
President Morgan Adams, 
the Waverly High School 
Class of  2020 tossed their 
hats high into the air to cel-
ebrate the end of  their high 
school careers Friday eve-
ning.

“And I present to you the 
Waverly High School Class 
of  2020. Congratulations 
everyone!” high school 
Principal Ashlee Hunt 
announced from the fi eld.

Although New York 
state’s COVID-19 guidance 
provided some uncertain-
ty leading up to Friday’s 
commencement, Waverly’s 
newest round of  graduates 
were able to mark this mile-
stone together in Memorial 
Stadium, although the cer-
emony had to be carried 
out a little differently with 
video recorded speeches 
played from the scoreboard, 
the graduates’ guests rotat-
ing in and out of  the stands 
as students received their 
diplomas in groups, and 
socially distanced seating.

According to Salutato-
rian Sheridan Talada, this 
moment came after what 
seemed to be the longest 
three months of  these stu-
dents’ lives following the 
March school closure due to 
the COVID-19 pandemic.

“While we were wait-
ing, we watched our own 
teachers and adminis-
trators  embrace this 

Celebrating strength and perseverence
Waverly High 
School Class 
of 2020 
moves 
forward in 
Memorial 
Stadium

Review Photo

Members of the Waverly High School Class of 2020 and other district officials were spaced apart in 
Memorial Stadium.

Review Photo

Cora Smith flips her tassel during Friday’s com-
mencement.

BY DON BABWIN AND 
PAUL J. WEBER
Associated Press

For many states and 
counties in the U.S., the 
dark days of  the corona-
virus pandemic in April 
unfolded on their televi-
sion screens, not on their 
doorsteps. But now, some 
places that appeared to have 
avoided the worst are seeing 
surges of  infections, as wor-
ries shift from major cities 
to rural areas.

While much of  the focus 
of  concerns that the United 
States is entering a danger-

ous new phase has been on 
big Sunbelt states that are 
reporting thousands of  new 
cases a day — like Texas 
and Florida — the worrying 
trend is also happening in 
places like Kansas, where 
livestock outnumber people.

In early June, Kansas 
looked to be bringing its 
outbreak under control, 
but its daily reported case 
numbers have more than 
doubled in recent weeks. On 
June 5, the seven-day aver-
age for daily new cases hov-
ered at around 96; by Friday, 
that fi gure was 211. As cases 
rise, the U.S. Army com-

mander at Fort Riley in the 
state’s northeast ordered 
his soldiers to stay out of  a 
popular nearby restaurant 
and bar district after 10 p.m.

Idaho and Oklahoma 
have seen similarly large 
percentage increases over 
the same three-week peri-
od, albeit from low starting 
points. In Oklahoma, the 
seven-day average for dai-
ly new cases climbed from 
about 81 to 376; Idaho’s 
jumped from around 40 to 
160.

Many rural counties in 
states including Califor-
nia, Arkansas, Missouri, 

Kansas, Texas and Florida 
have seen their confirmed 
cases more than double 
in a week, from June 19 to 
Friday, according to data 
compiled by Johns Hopkins 
University. Lassen County, 
California, went from just 
nine cases to 172, and Hot 
Spring County, Arkansas, 
went from 46 cases to 415; 
both spikes were attribut-
ed to outbreaks at prisons. 
Cases in McDonald County, 
Missouri, more than tripled 
after Tyson Foods conduct-
ed facility-wide testing at a 
chicken plant there.

Missouri itself  is seeing 

a worrying trend, and Kan-
sas City Mayor Quinton 
Lucas ordered employees 
and patrons of  businesses 
to wear masks, when 6 feet 
(about 2 meters) of  separa-
tion isn’t possible.

“Case numbers in Kansas 
City continue to rise, and 
we are taking all steps we 
can to ensure public health 
and safety,” the Democrat 
said Friday.

Across the state line, Kan-
sas City, Kansas, and the 
county it’s in also decided 
to order masks be worn in 
public starting Tuesday.

But many politicians, 

even those in place with 
spiking cases, have been 
hesitant to issue such 
orders, as subject has 
become a political lightning 
rod, with Democrats more 
likely than Republicans to 
use them.

The daily number of  con-
fi rmed infections in the U.S. 
surged to an all-time high of  
45,300 on Friday, eclipsing 
the high of  40,000 set the 
previous day, according to 
Johns Hopkins.

The biggest spikes have 
been seen in the West and 

As cases surge in US, rural areas seeing increases as well
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Towanda WWII veteran celebrates 100th birthday

Review Photo/BRIANNE OSTRANDER

Penn York Highlanders Drum Major David Yale 
fist bumps World War II veteran David Thomas 
during his 100th birthday celebration on Saturday. See 100TH Page A9

BY TOLUSE 
OLORUNNIPA, JOSH 
DAWSEY, YASMEEN 

ABUTALEB
The Washington Post

WASHINGTON – Five 
months after the novel coro-
navirus was fi rst detected in 
the United States, a record 
surge in new cases is the 
clearest sign yet of  the 
country’s historic failure 
to control the virus - expos-
ing a crisis in governance 
extending from the Oval 
Office to state capitals to 
city councils.

President Donald Trump 
– who has repeatedly down-
played the virus, sidelined 
experts and misled Ameri-
cans about its dangers and 
potential cures - now finds 
his presidency wracked by 
an inability to shepherd the 
country through its worst 
public health calamity in 
a century. The dysfunction 
that has long characterized 
Trump’s White House has 
been particularly ill-suited 
for a viral outbreak that 
requires precision, focus 
and steady leadership, 
according to public health 
experts, administration offi -
cials and lawmakers from 
both parties.

As case numbers began 

rising again, Trump has 
held rallies defying public 
health guidelines, mused 
about slowing down test-
ing for the virus, criticized 
people wearing masks and 
embraced the racially offen-
sive “kung flu” nickname 
for a disease that has killed 
at least 123,000 Americans.

A similarly garbled mes-
sage for the country has 
also been put forward by the 
president’s top aides and 
other senior administration 
offi cials, who contradict one 
another on a daily basis. On 
Friday, Vice President Mike 
Pence used the first White 
House coronavirus task 
force briefi ng in almost two 
months to praise Trump’s 
handling of  the virus and 
cast aside concerns about a 
record spike in new infec-
tions.

“We have made a truly 
remarkable progress in 
moving our nation for-
ward,” Pence said, a few 
minutes after announcing 
that more than 2.5 million 
Americans had contracted 
the coronavirus. “We’ve all 
seen the encouraging news 
as we open up America 
again.”

Later Friday, the United 
States recorded more than 

With Trump leading the 
way, America’s coronavirus 
failures exposed by record 
surge in new infections
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