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 “A friend to all is a friend 

to none.”

 — Aristotle
Greek philosopher

 (384 B.C.-322 B.C.)

BY KIM JARRETT

The Center Square

Educators say that the number of  students with special 
needs has increased in Pennsylvania, and so has the need 
for funding.

Pennsylvania’s Special Education Funding Commission 
was created by Act 3 of  2012. After a series of  meetings in 
2013, the commission developed a funding formula that 
gave schools districts deemed to have the greatest need 
additional dollars.

The commission has been reconstituted to review the 
formula. The 15-member committee consists of  senators, 
representatives and members of  the Wolf  administration, 
including Education Secretary Pedro Rivera.

Special education has changed since the fi rst funding 
formula was created, and more children need services, 

panelists said at a meeting last week in the Manheim 
Township School District.

“Statewide data shows that we have seen a 12 percent 
increase of  students with emotional disturbances, a 34 
percent increase in students with autism and a 47 percent 
increase in students with other health impairments,” said 
Michele Reichard-Huff, director of  early childhood and 
student services for the Berks County Intermediate Unit.

Special education students often need services that 
include speech therapy, behavioral therapy, an individu-
al aide for each student and transportation services, the 
Commission was told.

Theresa Kreider, director of  special services for the 
Penn Manor School District, outlined the costs for three 
special students that ranged from $105,718 annually to 
$18,420.

“It’s important to know that neither Michael or Mary 
is the highest cost student in Penn Manor,” Kreider said. 

“And neither student qualifi ed us to receive contingency 
funding support.”

Gifted education also falls under special education and 
lacks funding to train teachers and offer services to those 
students, said Kali Fedor, president of  the Pennsylvania 
Association for Gifted Education.

“We need to look at how can we get more funding into 
education in general so we can also get funding for special 
education and gifted,” Fedor told the panel.

Other panelists agreed that more money was needed.
“We need an adequate funding plan for moving for-

ward,” said Jill Hickman, executive director of  the Berks 
County Intermediate Unit. “We’re appreciative of  the $50 
million additional dollars that the state Legislature com-
mitted to special education, but it’s not enough.”

The commission, which also met in Lehigh County 
on Oct. 8, will draft a report and submit it to the General 
Assembly by Nov. 30.

Rise in special education needs causes Pa. officials to rethink funding formula

Location affects donation

BY LAURAN 

NEERGAARD AND 

NICKY FORSTER 

Associated Press

WASHINGTON (AP) — If  
Roland Henry had died in a 
different part of  the coun-
try, his organs might have 
been recovered. And lives 
could have been saved.

But the local organ collec-
tion agency said no. It gave 
no reason, no explanation 
to his family, though the 
Connecticut man appeared 
to be a well-qualifi ed donor 
despite advancing age: He 
died in a hospital, on a ven-
tilator, previously healthy 
until a car crash that led to 
a stroke.

“It was devastating to be 
told there was nothing they 
considered worthy of  dona-
tion. Nada. Not a kidney, not 
a liver, not tissue,” recalled 
Henry’s daughter, Donna 
Cryer, president of  the non-
profi t Global Liver Institute 
and herself  a recipient of  a 
liver transplant.

Henry’s case illustrates 
troubling uncertainty in 
a transplant system run 
by government contrac-
tors that are under fire for 
letting potentially usable 
organs go to waste.

The Associated Press 
took a close look at that 
system and calculated that 
some of  those agencies are 
securing deceased donors 
at half  the rate of  others — 
even as 113,000 people linger 
on the nation’s transplant 
waiting list, and about 20 
die each day.

“What we have is broken. 
We know it is costing peo-
ple’s lives,” said Dr. Seth 
Karp, Vanderbilt Universi-
ty’s transplant chief.

Under U.S. transplant 
rules, the country is divided 
into 58 zones, each assigned 
an “organ procurement 
organization” in charge of  
donation at death. Those 
OPOs are matchmakers 
with a tough job: get dona-
tion consent , collect organs 
quickly and get them to 
the right transplant cen-
ter before they deteriorate, 

even if  a hospital calls with 
a possible donor at 3 a.m.

How well are they doing? 
It’s almost impossible to 
tell. OPOs self-report to the 
government a subjective 
measure, one even they call 
fl awed. That standard offers 
little way to directly com-

pare OPOs and learn which 
could do better, or to hold 
poor performers account-
able for missed opportuni-
ties.

“Nobody comes behind 
them and says, ‘You actually 
could have recovered 20 to 
30% more and you didn’t,’” 

said Kevin Longino, a kid-
ney transplant recipient 
who heads the National Kid-
ney Foundation.

That may be about to 
change. The Trump admin-
istration is planning a 
major overhaul , stricter 
standards to make it easier 
to compare OPOs and push 
them to improve. One mea-
sure under consideration: 
Using federal death records 
to determine the entire pool 
of  potential donors each 
OPO can draw from.

A study published this 
summer in the American 
Journal of  Transplanta-
tion called that approach 
more fair and verifiable 
than today’s standard. The 
AP modeled its own anal-
ysis of  OPO performance 
on that research, and found 
that in 2017, even compar-
ing regions with similar 
pools of  acceptable donors, 
disparities were large. Phil-
adelphia outperformed New 
York City, for example. The 
OPO serving parts of  Ken-
tucky lagged nearby Mis-
souri.

More important, the 
analysis shows the big-

Where you die can alter your chance of being an organ donor

AP Photo

In this Sept. 6, photo, Donna Cryer holds up family photos that include her 
father Roland Henry. When her father died, she tried to donate his organs, 
yet the local organ collection agency said no, without providing a reason. 
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Trump to Turkey:       
Stop the invasion
U.S. scrambles for Syria exit

BY ROBERT BURNS 

AP National Security Writer

WASHINGTON (AP) — Targeting 
Turkey’s economy, President Donald 
Trump announced sanctions Mon-
day aimed at restraining the Turks’ 
assault against Kurdish fi ghters and 
civilians in Syria — an assault Tur-
key began after Trump announced 
he was moving U.S. troops out of  the 
way.

The United States also called on 
Turkey to stop the invasion and 
declare a ceasefire, and Trump is 
sending Vice President Mike Pence 
and national security adviser Robert 
O’Brien to Ankara as soon as possible 
in an attempt to begin negotiations. Pence said Trump 
spoke directly to Turkish leader Recep Tayyip Erdogan, 
who promised not attack the border town of  Kobani, 
which in 2015 witnessed the Islamic State group’s fi rst 
defeat in a battle by U.S.-backed Kurdish fi ghters.

“President Trump communicated to him very clear-
ly that the United States of  American wants Turkey to 
stop the invasion, implement an immediate ceasefi re 
and to begin to negotiate with Kurdish forces in Syria to 
bring an end to the violence,” Pence said.

The Americans were scrambling for Syria’s exits, a 
move criticized at home and abroad as opening the door 
to a resurgence of  the Islamic State group, whose vio-
lent takeover of  Syrian and Iraqi lands fi ve years ago 
was the reason American forces came in the fi rst place.

Trump said the approximately 1,000 U.S. troops who 
had been partnering with local Kurdish fi ghters to bat-
tle IS in northern Syria are leaving the country. They 
will remain in the Middle East, he said, to “monitor the 
situation” and to prevent a revival of  IS — a goal that 
even Trump’s allies say has become much harder as a 
result of  the U.S. pullout.

The Turks began attacks in Syria last week against 
the Syrian Kurdish fi ghters, whom the Turks see as ter-
rorists. On Monday, Syrian government troops moved 
north toward the border region, setting up a potential 
clash with Turkish-led forces.

Trump said Turkey’s invasion is “precipitating a 
humanitarian crisis and setting conditions for possible 
war crimes,” a reference to reports of  Turkish-backed 
fi ghters executing Kurdish fi ghters on the battlefi eld.

The Kurdish forces previously allied with the U.S. 
said they had reached a deal with President Bashar 
Assad’s government to help them fend off  Turkey’s 
invasion, a move that brings Russian forces deeper into 
the conflict. In his sanctions announcement, Trump 
said he was halting negotiations on a $100 billion trade 
deal with Turkey and raising steel tariffs back up to 
50%. Trump also imposed sanctions on three senior 
Turkish offi cials and Turkey’s defense and energy min-
istries. “I am fully prepared to swiftly destroy Turkey’s 
economy if  Turkish leaders continue down this danger-
ous and destructive path,” Trump said.
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