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“Do not weep; do not wax indig-

nant. Understand.” 

— Baruch Spinoza, 

Dutch philosopher 

(1632-1677).

Congress wants 

answers on 

Trump’s dig for 

Joe Biden dirt
BY LISA MASCARO                                    

AND MARY CLARE JALONICK 

Associated Press

WASHINGTON (AP) — Lawmakers in Congress on 
Monday pressed for full disclosure of  a whistleblower’s 
complaint about President Donald Trump as Democrat-
ic calls for impeachment intensifi ed over his conversa-
tion with Ukraine’s leader. Trump insisted he did noth-
ing wrong.

Democrats, and some Republicans, urged the White 
House to be forthcoming amid the reports that the presi-
dent pressured Ukraine’s leader to help investigate polit-
ical rival Joe Biden at the same time the administration 
was withholding $250 million in aid to the Eastern Euro-
pean nation.

Trump’s call to the foreign leader, and his subsequent 
comments about it Monday, raised further questions 
about whether the president improperly used his offi ce 
to pressure another country as a way of  helping his own 
reelection prospects. More House Democrats are calling 
for his impeachment ahead of  a closed-door meeting 
Tuesday with Speaker Nancy Pelosi as Trump’s actions 
pose a new test for Congress’s ability to provide a check 
on the White House.

Trump acknowledged the phone call and said he 
didn’t want to give money to Ukraine — if  there were 
corruption issues.

“It’s very important to talk about corruption,” Trump 
told reporters as he opened meetings at the United 
Nations. “If  you don’t talk about corruption, why would 
you give money to a country that you think is, is cor-
rupt?”

Later Monday, Trump denied telling the Ukraine pres-
ident that his country would only get U.S. aid if  it inves-
tigated Biden’s son. “I didn’t do it,” he said.

Trump has sought, without evidence, to implicate 
Biden and his son Hunter in the kind of  corruption that 

BY THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

PITTSBURGH (AP) — A man was arrested Monday on 
suspicion of  providing a white powdery substance tainted 
with fentanyl at an after-party in Pittsburgh, leading to the 
death of  three men.

Peter Rene Sanchez Montalvo was arrested around 3 
a.m. on federal charges of  distributing a controlled sub-
stance resulting in death and serious bodily injury, the U.S. 
attorney’s offi ce said.

Montalvo, 25, who also goes by the fi rst name Carlos, 
appeared before a federal magistrate judge in Pitts-
burgh on Monday afternoon for a brief  hearing. He 
said nothing except to answer the judge’s questions 
about requesting a lawyer be appointed to represent 

him, according to the Pittsburgh Post-Gazette.
Federal marshals returned him to jail pending a deten-

tion hearing on Sept. 26.
It’s unclear who alerted emergency authorities, who 

arrived at the apartment building around 4 a.m. Sunday to 
fi nd several people dead or in need of  medical help.

Three men — 32-year-old Rubiel Clemente-Martinez, 
of  Columbus, Ohio; 38-year-old Josue Soberal Serrano, 
of  Carthage, Missouri, and 32-year-old Joel Pecina, 32, of  
Coraopolis, Pennsylvania — were pronounced dead at the 
scene.

One man remained hospitalized Monday in critical con-
dition, while others were in stable condition.

Five of  the victims were found in an apartment. Clem-
ente-Martinez was found outside an elevator at the building.

All of  the victims who overdosed had been at the same 
bar on Saturday night, where a band was performing, and 
were invited to the apartment by Montalvo, according to 
Pittsburgh police.

A witness told investigators that Montalvo was “show-
ing off  all the money that he had” and then offered up a 
box of  what the witness believed was cocaine, according to 
a criminal complaint.

The witness said Montalvo went around the room offer-
ing the drugs on a knife for partygoers to sniff, according 
to the complaint. The witness refused, a fi ght ensued, and 
the witness fl ed, the complaint says.

The medical examiner’s offi ce has initially determined 
the powder contained the powerful opioid fentanyl, accord-
ing to the U.S. attorney’s offi ce.

Man arrested in overdose deaths of three at after-party
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President Donald Trump speaks during a meet-
ing with Pakistani President Ashraf Ghani at the 
InterContinental Barclay hotel during the United 
Nations General Assembly, Monday, Sept. 23, 
2019, in New York.

BY BRIANNE OSTRANDER

Staff Writer

TOWANDA — A former Canton 
Borough Police offi cer was sentenced 
to 16 months to 48 months in state 
prison Monday after pleading guilty 
to charges related to an alleged sexual 
relationship with a 16-year-old female 
and illegally recorded phone calls 
with multiple individuals, businesses 
and organizations.

Joshua R. Gleco, 27, a former resi-
dent of  Montoursville, was charged 
with 24 counts of  crime related to 
the incidents in March but pleaded 
guilty to four charges including two 
counts of  felony intercepting commu-
nications, one count of  felony obscene 
materials or actions and one count of  
corruption of  minors in August.

On Monday, the Honorable Judge 
Evan Williams III heard statements 
from Gleco, his mother, and attorney 
Mark Bufalino.

Bufalino stated that Gleco under-
stands his actions have consequences 
and has “accepted his responsibility” 
for committing the crimes.

The attorney told Judge Williams 
that while Gleco’s actions were wrong, 
especially in light of  being a police 
officer, he believed Gleco’s case pre-
sented a “different circumstance” 
because Gleco and the victim were 
in a relationship, though she was too 
young to consent to sexual activity.

“There was some feelings between 
these two,” Bufalino stated, saying 

that Gleco did not 
“trick her or force 
his physical prow-
ess upon her” and 
that she did not pro-
vide an impact state-
ment.

Bufalino also told 
the court that both 
as a “professional 
and a human” the 
felonies will “disrupt (Gleco’s) entire 
life” as he will never be able to work in 
law enforcement again.

Bufalino asked that Gleco’s sen-
tence be given concurrently so that 
he has a chance in the near future to 
reenter society, make amends for his 
actions and be a productive citizen.

Gleco’s mother gave a short testimo-
ny stating that Gleco had made a bad 
decision but arguing that he and the 
victim “had feelings for each other” 
and asked Williams to be fair in his 
sentence.

Gleco stated that he had become a 
police offi cer to help people and “treat-
ed everyone like family” as he would 
want to be treated while he served in 
Canton.

He apologized to Williams for “wast-
ing the court’s time” and said that there 
were issues in the Canton Borough 
Police Department when he worked 
there in the past and is currently, and 
that he did the best he could and did not 
want to “tarnish the badge.”

Gleco stated that he “was scared” 
during his time as a Canton police offi -

cer and was going to go into the mil-
itary or another field, saying he was 
“just a fool that got sucked into a bad 
situation.”

Gleco asked the court to consider 
his family and that he has an elderly 
dependant that lives with him when 
giving his sentence and stated that 
he already has a job upon his release 
where he will utilize a Commercial 
Driver’s License.

Gleco also stated that he had mul-
tiple targets on his back in the Brad-
ford County Correctional Facility as 
he was viewed as a “pedofile” and a 
“snitch” because he was a police offi -
cer.

“I’ve had my share of  jailhouse jus-
tice,” he said.

Both Bradford County Assistant 
District Attorney Albert Ondrey and 
a statement from probation stated 
that Gleco broke the trust of  both the 
community and the victim in a posi-
tion where he was employed to protect 
others.

Ondrey stated that there had been 
multiple incidents of  behaviors 
while Gleco was in BCCF but the 
court did not take the incidents into 
consideration as BCCF has recently 
switched software systems and was 
unable to provide documentation, 
and Ondrey could not provide more 
details of  the incidents and another 
attorney who was informed of  them 
had gone home sick.
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Gleco received a sentence of 16 to 48 months in a state correctional facility after being sentenced at 
the Bradford County Courthouse in Towanda on Monday.
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