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BY TOM GANTERT

THE CENTER SQUARE

Former President Donald 
Trump said his Mar-A-Lago 
home in Palm Beach, Florida, 
was “under siege” and raided 
by FBI agents on Monday.

Trump made the comments 
in a post on his social media 
platform Truth Social.

“Nothing like this has ever 
happened to a President of 
the United States before,” 
Trump wrote, adding “These 
are dark times for our Nation 
…”

Various media outlets cited 
anonymous sources who stat-
ed the raid was part of an in-
vestigation into the handling 
of presidential documents 
that were classified and may 
have been at Trump’s Florida 
home.

Trump, who was in New 
York at the time of the 
raid, said it was done by a 
large group of FBI agents 
– as many as 30 – and was 
unannounced.

“It is prosecutorial miscon-
duct, the weaponization of 
the Justice System, and an 
attack by Radical Left Dem-
ocrats who desperately don’t 
want me to run for President 
in 2024 …” Trump wrote.

Trump said the FBI agents 
also broke into his safe.

“What is the difference be-
tween this and Watergate, 
where operatives broke into 
the Democratic National 
Committee?” Trump asked.

The former president added 
that America has become a 
“broken, Third-World” coun-
try that was “corrupt at a 
level not seen before.”

The Justice Department 
and White House declined 
comment to various media 
outlets.

Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis, 
on his campaign Twitter ac-
count, criticized the raid and 
contrasted it with the lack 
of prosecution of and media 
scrutiny into President Joe 
Biden’s son, Hunter Biden, 
who made large sums of 
money in business dealings 
overseas while his father was 
vice president, among other 
allegations leveled against 
Hunter Biden.

“The raid of MAL is anoth-
er escalation in the weapon-
ization of federal agencies 
against the Regime’s political 
opponents, while people like 
Hunter Biden get treated with 
kid gloves,” DeSantis wrote. 
“Now the Regime is getting 
another 87k IRS agents to 
wield against its adversaries? 
Banana Republic.”

Trump did not elaborate 
on the basis for the search, 

Trump: FBI raid 
of Mar-A-Lago 
is ‘prosecutorial 
misconduct’

BY STAFF REPORTS

Rep. Clay Higgins 
has secured the GOP 
c a nd id ate  c ovete d 
endorsement of for-
mer president Donald 
Trump this week.

“Congressman Clay 
Higgins is a fantas-
tic representative for 
Louisiana’s 3rd Con-
gressional District! 
A former law enforce-
ment officer and U.S. 
Army veteran, Clay 
is fighting to uphold 
the rule of law, secure 
our border, and stop 
deadly opioids from 
stealing A merican 
lives,” Trump shared 
on social media. Clay 
strongly supports our 
great military and 
vets, defends our sec-
ond amendment, and 
ch a mpion s energ y 
independence.

As expected, Hig-
gins warmly accepted 
Trump’s endorsement.

“I am honored to 
r e c eive  P r e sid e nt 
Trump’s complete and 

total endorsement. 
Every time we speak, 
he is an uplifting, op-
timistic patriot. He 
loves America and 
will always put the 

American people first. 
America was stron-
ger, safer, and more 
prosperous under his 
leadership. For six 
years, the president 

and I have worked to-
gether to serve we, the 
people, and I will con-
tinue that mission in 
Congress.”

Higgins will be in 
Abbeville today for 
a Veterans Outreach 
Clinic. Veterans will 
be encouraged to ask 
questions and seek as-
sistance regarding a 
variety of benefits and 
VA issues.

Representatives will 
be present to help vet-
erans with a variety of 
benefits and services.

The Veterans Out-
reach Clinic initiative 
was launched in 2019 
to bring veterans ser-
vices into communi-
ties across south Lou-
isiana. Through the 
initiative, Higgins saus 
his office has helped 
hundreds of veterans 
access their benefits.

Higgins endorsed by Trunp, also hosting Veterans Outreach Clinic
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Rep. Clay Higgins, left, has secured the GOP candidate coveted endorsement of for-
mer president Donald Trump this week).

BY COREY VAUGHN

THE DAILY IBERIAN

Jeanerette has a new 
alderman following a 
selection process and 
swearing in during 
Mond ay ’s  r e g u l a r 
board meeting.

Ray Duplechain was 
unanimously voted on 
to succeed Louis Lan-
con, who announced 
his resignation as al-
derman last month due 
to leaving the area.

Duplechain said he 
lives across the street 
from the former resi-
dence of Lancon, and 

if appointed would like 
to focus on cleaning 
Main Street as well as 
improving race rela-
tions in Jeanerette.

After the board re-
viewed two candidates 
during Monday night’s 
meeting, Duplechain’s 
nomination was rec-
ommended in a letter 
from Lancon to the 
board.

Clerk of Court David 
Ditch, who was present 
at the meeting, per-
formed the swearing 
in and Duplechain im-
mediately took his seat 
in the process.

Due to election sea-
son for the Jeanerette 
mayor and board posi-
tions taking place next 
March, Mayor Carol 
Bourgeois Jr. said a 
special election was 
not needed since elec-
tion season is drawing 
near.

In other business, 
the board tabled a 
vote to overturn a veto 
Bourgeois had recent-
ly signed off on regard-
ing a change to the 
city’s charter.

The proposed ordi-

Duplechain sworn in as alderman
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Ray Duplechain, left, gets sworn in as Jeanerette 
alderman by Iberia Parish Clerk of Court David Ditch, 
right, while Mayor Carol Bourgeois Jr. holds the Bible.

SEE ALDERMAN PAGE A5

BY COREY VAUGHN

THE DAILY IBERIAN

Ward 8 Recreation Center 
was filled to the brim with 
parents and children Mon-
day afternoon as residents 
turned out for free school 
supplies.

The Jeanerette Back to 
School Empowerment event 
not only held a variety of 
school supplies needed to 
set the new school year off 
right, but also hosted sev-
eral speakers who gave en-
couraging words to students.

The event was put on by 
the Jeanerette Community 
Development and Empow-
erment Outreach Program. 
President and CEO Terri 
Thompson said a variety of 
local organizations also col-
laborated to make the event 
successful.

Some of the speakers in-
cluded in the event were 
Crystal Arceneaux with the 
Iberia Parish School Board, 
Tyra McWhorter with the 
16th Judicial District’s Teen 

Community comes together for supply drive
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Jeanerette City Marshal Fernest “Pacman” Martin offers motivational words for students at the event.
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School supplies were on-site at Ward 8 Recreation Center Monday 
afternoon for a school supply drive.SEE DRIVE PAGE A5


