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Storm leaves broken roads, landslide danger

Surging flood waters washed away this section of Highway 47 near Mist in Columbia County late last week.
JEREMY C. RUARK
jruark@countrymedia.net

State and local public works
crews are assessing the damage left
from last week’s flooding.
In Columbia County, a section of
Highway 47 near Mist was washed
away by the surging flood waters.
Work to repair that section of the
highway is underway this week.
“We have hired a contractor to
make repairs on OR 47 in Mist and
work started yesterday,” Oregon Department of Transportation (ODOT)
spokesman Don Hamilton said.
“There is no estimate on completion as we need to have the pipe

manufactured. We may have a better
timeline by the end of the week.”
The significant rainstorms have
eased but the heightened travel
danger remains across the region,
according to Hamilton.
“If you are traveling, you need
to be very careful,” Hamilton said
following the Highway 47 washout
Friday, Jan. 7. “We have had a lot
of water in Northwest Oregon and
there is lots of danger. You need to
watch for high water, landslides and
falling trees and tree limbs.”
A Portland man died after his
vehicle was struck by a falling boulder on the Washington side of the
Columbia River Gorge, according to
Washington State Police.
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Damage assessments and
cleanup also are being conducted
following landslides that occurred in
the Columbia River Gorge and other
areas of the state.
Landslides
Landslides are caused by a combination of factors, including the
type of geology, the slope, and usually water, according to the Oregon
Department of Geology and Mineral
Industries (DOGAMI) Geologist
Robert A. Houston
“With repeating storms, the soils
do not have enough time to drain
and so the water builds up in the soil
and leads to failure or a landslide,”
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This photo shows a huge section of Highway 47 broken away in the surging water.

Houston told the Chronicle in a
published interview in February
2020.
According to a DOGAMI
executive summary report about
the landslide hazards in Columbia
County, landslides and debris flows
are common in the Oregon Coast
Range due to the combination of
high precipitation, steep slopes,
and landslide-prone geologic units.
Cutting through the northern Coast
Range, the U.S. Highway 30 (Oregon State Highway 92) corridor is
prone to slope instability.
The study indicates that the
Highway 30 corridor in Columbia
and Clatsop Counties is at significant risk from landslide hazards.

Landslides cover 25% of the study
area, and 33% of the City of Clatskanie is covered by large, deep landslides. The large number of people
and structures residing on these
deposits highlights the potential
danger present and shows the need
for public awareness on landslide
hazards.
“The areas that have had landslides before (historic and prehistoric or ancient) are the areas of first
concern,” Houston said. “This is
because landslides tend to happen in
the same places repeatedly through

See STORM Page A9

County commission chair sets priorities
ZOE GOTTLIEB
chronicle2@countrymedia.net

Courtesy from St. Helens School District

This conceptual drawing shows the front view of St. Helens High School following the
renovations.

$67 million SHHS
renovations slowed
JEREMY C. RUARK
jruark@countrymedia.net

The estimated $67 million
renovations planned at St. Helens
High School (SHHS) at 2375
Gable Road are moving slowly
due to a combination of factors, according to Principal Katy
Wagner.
Demolition of portions of the
school was to begin in June but
had been rescheduled due to design issues and now that work has
been impacted again.
In the following conversation,
Wagner gives The Chronicle the
latest details.
The Chronicle: We understand that the renovations had
slowed, and the demolition was
rescheduled. What caused the
slow down, what is happening
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this month and what is the projected date to begin and complete
the demolition?
Katy Wagner: Rising construction costs and supply chain
(disruptions) in addition to delays
in permitting have slowed the
project. Our construction company plans to install our site fencing
the first week of February and
begin abatement of the A building
the second week of February.
The Chronicle: Specifically,
what areas of the high school will
be demolished and why those
areas?
Wagner: All of the classroom
and office space in A building
will be demolished. The gym,
auditorium, and band/choir room
additions will remain in place
and be renovated. The remainder of the school campus will be
renovated and or remodeled based
on architectural plans that have
involved our staff, school board,
and community.

See SHHS Page A7

Columbia County Board of
Commissioner Henry Heimuller is
stepping into the New Year as chair,
with ambitious plans for the county.
Heimuller was elected chair
Wednesday, Jan. 5, following a vote
by Heimuller, Margaret Magruder
and Casey Garrett, the three board
of commission members.
In a one-on-one interview with
The Chronicle, Heimuller outlined
what he and the board would like to
focus efforts on going into 2022.
Infrastructure
Relocation court services to the
historic 100-year-old John Gumm
Building, already underway, is one
top priority.
Columbia County purchased the
Gumm building in April for $1.5
million. The 100-year-old building
served as a school from September
of 1919 until December of 1999.
The end goal, Heimuller
explained, is to have buildings
designated for a specific purpose
and to expand the capabilities of
the Columbia County Public Health
(CCPH) department as the county
grapples with a new variant of the
COVID-19 virus.
“We literally had employees
working out of our cars,” he said, in
reference to CCPH’s mobilization
of COVID-19 resources. “We didn’t
have room for anything.”
In late December, the county’s
Land Development Services moved
from the Columbia County Courthouse Annex on 230 Strand Street
to Port Business Center at 445 Port
Avenue, a temporary relocation
site to make room for more public health personnel as the Gumm
building awaits renovations.
Once the renovations are complete, Heimuller said the county
will move its administrative services and the board of commission-

Zoe Gottlieb / The Chronicle

Henry Heimuller is the new acting Chair of the Columbia County Board of Commissioners after the board appointed him to the position Jan. 5.

ers to the new building.
Heimuller said he believes such
a change will ultimately be a costsaving measure, since buying a new
court building altogether would
require taxpayer money.

We literally had employees
working in our cars. We didn’t
have room for anything.
~ Henry Heimuller, Columbia
County Board of Commission
Chair

“The state funds part of it, but
they only fund half, and it was going to be about a $15 or $16 million
project, which would have meant
we would have had to go out to the
taxpayers and try to get them to
bond $20 to $30 million to build it,”
Heimuller said.
Another board goal is to tap into
the county’s natural resources and
buy Prescott Beach from Portland
General Electric (PGE).

Prescott Beach, situated between
Rainier and Goble, features volleyball courts, horseshoe pits, picnic
areas, offering a host of summertime recreational activities.
“It’s beautiful. It’s right on the
Columbia River. It’s just gorgeous,”
Heimuller said.
Heimuller said the land used to
be adjacent to the Trojan Nuclear
Power Plant.
“We can’t get grants to improve
it unless we get a long-term lease
on it,” he said.
Heimuller also said the area is
suited to provide fishing, hiking,
and biking opportunities.
Heimuller revealed he is working with state partners to tie the
Salmonberry Trail to the BanksLinear Trail, which he said will
stretch from Highway 47 to Tillamook County, creating 180 miles
of trail for recreational use.
He suggested Salmonberry Lake
as a possible location for an ATV
park, which he said would attract
more people to the area by virtue of
more expansive activities.
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State steps up pandemic management

• No one will be denied
care based on stereotypes,
assumptions about any
individual’s quality of life, or
judgement about an individual’s “worth” based on
the presence or absence of
disabilities.
• Care decisions should
be based on the likelihood of
survival to hospital discharge.

providers to treat all patients
with respect, care and compassion. Hospital clinicians
may not base care decisions
on an individual’s use of past
or future medical or social
resources. They should apply
reasonable modifications to
any triage scoring criteria
when considering individuals
with underlying disabilities
or certain underlying health
conditions, according to the
release.
Triage decisions will
be made without regard to
morally or scientifically irrelevant considerations such
as income, race, ethnicity,
gender identity, sexual orientation, immigration status,
health insurance coverage or
other factors.
Oregon remains committed to developing a permanent tool based on broader
community input, according
to OHA Chief Medical Officer Dana Hargunani.
“Right now, we want to
put a triage tool in the hands
of clinicians who are likely
to face very difficult decisions in the coming weeks,
as the Omicron variant takes
its toll and puts more patients
in the hospital,” Hargunani
said. “This interim tool isn’t
perfect, but it ensures that
clinicians can be confident
they are using criteria firmly
grounded in Oregon’s values
of non-discrimination and
health equity as they face
these gut-wrenching decisions.”
At the same time, OHA
also is calling for applicants
to serve on a new Oregon Resource Allocation Advisory
Committee.
The Oregon Resource
Allocation Advisory Committee’s role will be to:

Under Oregon’s interim crisis care standards,
state health officials expect

• Review and inform
updates to OHA’s Principles in Promoting Health

STAFF REPORT
chroniclenews@countrymedia.net

Two new intervention
events are ongoing this week
across Oregon following the
sharp raises in COVID-19
cases.
National Guard deployed
Oregon Gov. Kate
Brown is deploying up to
500 Oregon National Guard
members to support front
line health care workers as
Oregon hospitals face a surge
of hospitalizations due to the
rapid spread of the Omicron
variant.
An initial 125 Guard
members will be deployed
to hospitals around the state
starting next week to provide
needed logistical support
as materials handlers and
equipment runners, as well
as assisting with COVID-19
testing and other necessary non-clinical services to
support hospital operations,
according to a release from
Brown’s office.
The Oregon Health Authority and Oregon National
Guard will continue to work
with the hospital systems to
monitor ongoing need and
determine additional deployments as necessary.
“With more than 500
current hospitalizations and
daily record-breaking numbers of COVID-19 cases, we
are at another critical point
in this pandemic—and the
Oregon National Guard is
stepping up again to assist,”
Brown said. “While Guard
members work to support our
frontline health care workers,
I am asking all Oregonians
to continue to do your part
to help. Get vaccinated, get
boosted, wear your masks,
and stay home when you are
sick.”

Courtesy photo from the Oregon Military Department

Oregon National Guard members are being deployed at hospitals around the state to provide needed logistical support as materials handlers and equipment runners, as well as assisting with COVID-19 testing and
other necessary non-clinical services to support hospital operations.

While the Oregon National Guard also has members
with health care, nursing, and
medical training, many of
those members are already
hard at work for their civilian
employers - Oregon hospitals
and health care providers,
according to the release.
Hospital crisis care
The Oregon Health Authority (OHA) has provided
the state’s hospitals with an
interim crisis care tool to
help them prioritize treatment if they reach a point
when critical care beds,
specialized equipment, such
as ventilators, and other
resources become scarce due
to surging COVID-19 admissions.
Oregon hospitals may activate crisis standards of care

if their critical care resources
are severely limited, the
number of patients presenting for critical care exceeds
capacity, and there is no
option to transfer patients to
other critical care facilities,
according to a release from
OHA.
Hospitals may implement
OHA’s interim crisis care
tool - or one of their own that
is consistent with Oregon’s
Principles in Promoting
Health Equity in Resource
Constrained Events - if they
have taken specific steps to
extend their capacity to deliver care. Those steps include
stockpiling supplies, delaying
non-urgent care, and repurposing existing beds and staff
that are not typically used to
provide critical care.
Under the interim triage
tool, all patients who can

potentially benefit from treatment will be offered care,
if health care resources are
sufficient. If hospital staff,
beds and treatment are insufficient, all patients will be individually assessed according
to the best available objective
medical evidence. According
to the tool:

Equity During ResourceConstrained Events, which
ensures health equity in
decision-making when resource shortages occur.
• Review and inform future amendments or changes
to the interim crisis care tool.
• Guide development of
any additional necessary
resources – including triage
tools, guidance, best practices – to ensure these principles can be readily applied
in Oregon during a resourceconstrained event.
• Inform the norms and
expectations regarding
patient communication and
transparency when health
system allocation decisions
are necessary due to resources constraints.
OHA is seeking applicants representing: the state’s
health care delivery system,
including hospitals, health
care providers and local
public health agencies; and
organizations and community
members who can speak to
community needs, especially
communities of color, tribal
communities and people with
disabilities, including people
with intellectual and developmental disabilities.
Those interested in applying to serve on the committee
should contact the OHA for
an application form. Deadline to submit the form is Jan.
28, 2022.
If you have questions
about the committee or need
assistance completing the
application, contact OHA at
OHAResourceallocation@
dhsoha.state.or.us. OHA will
select members and communicate to all applicants in
February. Members will be
selected to ensure diverse
community representation,
health care delivery expertise, geographic diversity and
lived experience.

Hemp compounds prevent coronavirus from entering human cells
STEVE LUNDEBERG
Chronicle Guest Article

Hemp compounds
identified by Oregon State
University (OSU) research
via a chemical screening
technique invented at OSU
show the ability to prevent the virus that causes
COVID-19 from entering
human cells.
Findings of the study led
by Richard van Breemen,
a researcher with Oregon
State’s Global Hemp Innovation Center, College
of Pharmacy and Linus
Pauling Institute, were published today in the Journal
of Natural Products.
Hemp, known scientifically as Cannabis sativa, is
a source of fiber, food and
animal feed, and multiple
hemp extracts and compounds are added to cosmetics, body lotions, dietary
supplements and food, van
Breemen said.
Van Breemen and collaborators, including scientists
at Oregon Health & Science
University, found that a pair
of cannabinoid acids bind
to the SARS-CoV-2 spike
protein, blocking a critical
step in the process the virus
uses to infect people.
The compounds are cannabigerolic acid, or CBGA,
and cannabidiolic acid,
CBDA, and the spike protein is the same drug target
used in COVID-19 vaccines
and antibody therapy. A
drug target is any molecule

critical to the process a
disease follows, meaning its
disruption can thwart infection or disease progression.
“These cannabinoid
acids are abundant in hemp
and in many hemp extracts,”
van Breemen said. “They
are not controlled substances like THC, the psychoactive ingredient in marijuana,
and have a good safety
profile in humans. And our
research showed the hemp
compounds were equally
effective against variants
of SARS-CoV-2, including
variant B.1.1.7, which was
first detected in the United
Kingdom, and variant
B.1.351, first detected in
South Africa.”
Those two variants are
also known the alpha and
beta variant, respectively.
Characterized by crownlike protrusions on its outer
surface, SARS-CoV-2 features RNA strands that encode its four main structural
proteins – spike, envelope,
membrane and nucleocapsid
– as well as 16 nonstructural proteins and several
“accessory” proteins, van
Breemen said.
“Any part of the infection and replication cycle
is a potential target for
antiviral intervention, and
the connection of the spike
protein’s receptor binding
domain to the human cell
surface receptor ACE2 is a
critical step in that cycle,”
he said. “That means cell
entry inhibitors, like the
acids from hemp, could

Crossword Solution
Solution for the Jan. 5, 2021 crossword puzzle
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Lab tests showed that cannabigerolic acid and cannabidiolic acid
prevented infection of human epithelial cells by the coronavirus spike
protein and prevented entry of SARS-CoV-2 into cells.

be used to prevent SARSCoV-2 infection and also to
shorten infections by preventing virus particles from
infecting human cells. They
bind to the spike proteins so
those proteins can’t bind to
the ACE2 enzyme, which is
abundant on the outer membrane of endothelial cells in
the lungs and other organs.”
Using compounds that
block virus-receptor interaction has been helpful for
patients with other viral infections, he notes, including
HIV-1 and hepatitis.
Van Breemen, Ruth
Muchiro of the College of
Pharmacy and Linus Pauling Institute and five scientists from OHSU identified
the two cannabinoid acids
via a mass spectrometrybased screening technique

invented in van Breemen’s
laboratory. Van Breemen’s
team screened a range of
botanicals used as dietary
supplements including red
clover, wild yam, hops and
three species of licorice.
An earlier paper in the
Journal of the American
Society for Mass Spectrometry described tailoring the
novel method, affinity selection mass spectrometry,
to finding drugs that would
target the SARS-CoV-2
spike protein.
In the later research, lab
tests showed that cannabigerolic acid and cannabidiolic acid prevented infection of human epithelial
cells by the coronavirus
spike protein and prevented
entry of SARS-CoV-2 into
cells.

“These compounds can
be taken orally and have a
long history of safe use in
humans,” van Breemen said.
“They have the potential
to prevent as well as treat
infection by SARS-CoV-2.
CBDA and CBGA are
produced by the hemp plant
as precursors to CBD and
CBG, which are familiar to
many consumers. However,
they are different from the
acids and are not contained
in hemp products.”
Van Breemen explains
that affinity selection mass
spectrometery, which he
abbreviates to AS-MS,
involves incubating a drug
target like the SARS-CoV-2
spike protein with a mixture
of possible ligands – things
that might bind to it – such
as a botanical extract, in
this case hemp extract.
The ligand-receptor
complexes are then filtered
from the non-binding molecules using one of several
methods.
“We identified several
cannabinoid ligands and
ranked them by affinity
to the spike protein,” van
Breemen said. “The two
cannabinoids with the highest affinities for the spike
protein were CBDA and
CGBA, and they were confirmed to block infection.
“One of the primary concerns in the pandemic is the
spread of variants, of which
there are many, and B.1.1.7
and B.1.351 are among the
most widespread and concerning,” he added. “These

variants are well known for
evading antibodies against
early lineage SARS-CoV-2,
which is obviously concerning given that current
vaccination strategies rely
on the early lineage spike
protein as an antigen. Our
data show CBDA and
CBGA are effective against
the two variants we looked
at, and we hope that trend
will extend to other existing
and future variants.”
Van Breemen said
resistant variants could still
arise amid widespread use
of cannabinoids but that
the combination of vaccination and CBDA/CBGA
treatment should make for
a much more challenging
environment for SARSCoV-2.
“Our earlier research
reported on the discovery
of another compound, one
from licorice, that binds
to the spike protein too,”
he said. “However, we did
not test that compound,
licochalcone A, for activity
against the live virus yet.
We need new funding for
that.”
Timothy Bates, Jules
Weinstein, Hans Leier,
Scotland Farley and Fikadu
Tafesse of OHSU also contributed to the cannabinoid
study.
Steve Lundeberg is a
researcher and writer for
Oregon State University
Relations and Marketing.
He may be reached at steve.
lundeberg@oregonstate.edu
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State of the City Jan. 19
Growth and uncertainty

JEREMY C. RUARK
jruark@countrymedia.net

Community members
are invited to the State of
the City community meeting at 5:30 p.m. Wednesday, Jan. 19.
The meeting is designed
to highlight the city’s accomplishments in 2021,
as well as ongoing and
upcoming projects in 2022.
During the event, there will
be a community question
and answer time with St.
Helens City Councilors and
city staff.
Progress in 2021
In a guest column published in the Dec. 29 edition of The Chronicle, St.
Helens Mayor Rick Scholl
said the city made excellent
progress in 2021 on several
projects to bring economic
development to the St.
Helens riverfront.
Scholl said the St.
Helens Riverwalk Project is working to design
and partially build public
walkways, a boardwalk,
and overlooks along the
edge of the Columbia
River. A street and utility
extension project is designing infrastructure such as
roads, sidewalks, additional
parking, and utilities to extend onto the former Boise
Veneer property.
“The City is exploring
the best ways to utilize the
Central Waterfront Property and provide connection
between Highway 30 and
our beautiful Riverfront
District,” Scholl said.
The City Council
also has invested heavily
in parks and recreation
program improvements in
2021, Scholl said.

“With COVID restrictions partially lifting, we
have recently been able to
bring back in-person recreation activities and opened
our new Community Center
on Gable Road,” he said. “I
hope you join me in taking
pride in our recreation program and the activities that
it brings to the community
to help enrich our lives.”
Scholl added that
McCormick Park has a
brand-new all-abilities
playground thanks to a
partnership with the Moda
Assist Program and Campbell Park is in the middle
of receiving new sports
courts.
“Technology use is
raising concerns about
the lack of face-to-face
connections, social media
related mental-health issues, and kids having too
much screen time,” Scholl
said. “These park improvements offer the community
a needed alternative to
unplug from technology
and create connections in
person.”
Scholl’s column also
outlines the new Makerspace at the St. Helens
Public Library, which he
said provides a way for
everyone to exercise their
creativity, use their hands
to make something, and
learn a little about science,
art, math, engineering, and
technology in a fun environment.

According to Scholl,
part of the city’s future
growth planning is designed to keep the community safe, which included
large steps in 2021 toward
building a new public
safety facility for police
and other city services.
“So that your St. Helens officers have the tools
that they need to keep our
community safe,” he said.
“This will also help us attract and retain quality law
enforcement professionals
and provide space for us
to grow with our growing
community. I am proud of
the progress we have made
this year. These projects
represent an investment
in our future success as a
community.”
The State of the City
community meeting will
be hosted at the St. Helens
City Hall Council Chambers, Plaza Entrance, 265
Strand Street in St. Helens.
The facility is handicap
accessible. If you need
special accommodations,
please contact City Hall at
503-397-6272 at least 48
hours before the meeting.
Online attendance
will be available through
Zoom. A Zoom link will be
included with the meeting’s
agenda once it is uploaded
to the City’s website at
www.sthelensoregon.gov/
meetings.

The $2 billion NEXT Renewable Fuels plant is proposed for Port Westward at Clatskanie.
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Public review of proposed fuel plant
JEREMY C. RUARK
jruark@countrymedia.net

The Columbia County
Board of Commissioners has
scheduled a 10 a.m. public
hearing Jan. 19 to review
certain permitting needed to
allow a $2 billon renewable
fuels plant to be built at Port
Westward.
NEXT Renewable Fuels
President Chris Efird was
scheduled to outline an update

of the proposed plant before
the Clatskanie City Council
Tuesday evening, Jan. 11.
Efird’s presentation followed
the Clatskanie City Council’s
vote Jan. 5 to ask the county
board of commissioners to
slow the proposed plant’s
permitting process.
The plant would have capacity to produce approximately 50,000 barrels of renewable
diesel fuel daily.
Supporters said the plant

would boost jobs and the local
economy. Opponents are voicing concerns about the environmental impact of the plant.
The slowdown and the
Clatskanie council vote last
week had been requested by
the Save Port Westward Coalition, a group advocating the
slowdown.
See more about the NEXT
plant proposal with this story
at thechronicelonliine.com.

State of the city
5:30 p.m. Jan. 19
St. Helens City Hall
Council Chambers
Plaza Entrance
265 Strand St.
St. Helens.
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Let’s protect what we love
about Port Westward
JASMINE AND BRANDON
SCHILLING
Chronicle Guest Column

This year will determine
the future of Port Westward
and the impacts to those in
our community who live
nearby.
NEXT Renewable Fuels
is seeking local, state, and
federal permits for a proposal
to build one of the world’s
largest biofuel refineries in
Clatskanie’s backyard. As
longtime residents of the
area, we want to directly
address the unsubstantiated
claims Christopher Efird
(NEXT’s chairman) has offered about NEXT’s impact
on our communities. In our
experience NEXT’s glowing
presentations neglect and
misconstrue the many serious
concerns our local citizens,
businesses, and organizations
have expressed.
Most importantly, nearly
all of the landowners and
farmers neighboring the
proposed site are strongly
opposed to this project,
including the Beaver Drainage Improvement Company
(BDIC). The Beaver Drainage District manages sensitive wetlands and drainages
throughout the district where
this project is proposed and
has commented to the Army
Corps that NEXT’s project
has serious flaws. Additionally, nearly 600 local citizens
and over 100 businesses (and
quickly growing) have signed
a petition in opposition.
NEXT has failed to publicly
acknowledge local concerns,
while insisting they have
local support. Furthermore,
we feel it is our local government’s responsibility to elevate our citizens’ concerns.
We urge our public officials
to facilitate an in-depth conversation with NEXT and its
permitting agencies instead
of rushing the permitting process without due diligence.

NEXT has also skirted
the community’s questions
regarding Christopher Efird’s
involvement with an abandoned refinery in Odessa,
Washington that left an entire
community reeling from
unpaid debts and taxes, laid
off workers, and a hazardous
mess of toxic chemicals forcing an EPA cleanup. After
learning about the involvement of NEXT officials
in the failed Odessa, WA
project, the Port of Longview
turned down Efird and his
predecessor, Lou Soumas,
when they approached that
community for a similar project. Now, Columbia County
may let NEXT obtain land
use permits without adequate
information regarding the
company, the impacts of the
project, and the real capacity
of the area’s rail and water
drainage infrastructure. In
our opinion, good references
are a base level requirement
for doing business, and a
third-party evaluation of the
Odessa disaster should be
mandatory. Trusting NEXT’s
perspective on this issue is
wholly unsuitable.
It should be made clear, if
this project paves over nearly
600 acres of prime farmland
for the proposed industrial
site and wetland mitigation,
we will never get it back.
Surrounding areas will become degraded by water and
air pollution from the process
of refining seed oil or animal
fat into diesel. At a time
when farmland is daily disappearing to development and
urban growth, we should be
holding on for dear life to our
prized resource. You can’t
make soils like these, you
just can’t! They have formed
over thousands of years and
have supported our communities for hundreds. These
soils are far more valuable in
addressing our planet’s most
pressing issues than a biofuel
refinery. Not to mention,
if we continue this trend,

outside corporations like this
Houston-based company will
own, alter, and manage more
and more of our local land as
they squeeze out our community.
Perhaps the most critical concern is the unsuitable
geographic nature of Port
Westward for industrial
development. PGE’s facility
proves even a relatively small
development wreaks havoc
on dike roads and surrounding infrastructure. Liquefiable soils, pervasive “boil
points” along the dikes, and
the highest subsidence (sinking) rate of soil along the
Columbia River makes this
proposal dangerous. Given
its proximity to critical wild
habitats and tidally influenced waterways, recent and
predicted earthquake activity
could prove catastrophic. Our
endangered populations are
stressed enough. In our opinion, Port Westward needs
projects that are more aligned
with the character of the land
and its deeply integrated
agricultural community.
There is much more to
explore here before any decision is rendered, and deeper
questions about whether
Oregon should base its “renewable” fuel future at Port
Westward at all. We want to
be clear: we are not against
renewable diesel, and we are
not anti-jobs or -tax revenues. We are against NEXT’s
proposal for where and how
they want to operate. There is
a safer, more dependable way
to build local economy and
reduce emissions, and we
look forward to having that
conversation after NEXT’s
proposal is off the table.
Jasmine and Brandon
Schilling are members of the
group Save Port Westward.
They can be reached at Saveportwestward@gmail.com.
For more information, see
https://www.facebook.com/
portwestward/

Weekly Online Poll

Last Week’s Results

Are you taking any
new precautions due to
the sharp increase in
COVID-19 cases?

Do you agree that extracurricular activities at Oregon schools
should be canceled due to the
spike in COVID-19 cases?

Yes

No

46% Yes

54% No

Vote online at thechronicleonline.com

Commissioners to fill District 16 Senate seat
Clatsop, Columbia,
Multnomah, Tillamook,
Washington and Yamhill
County Commissioners will
hold a joint meeting at 9:30
a.m. Friday, Jan. 14, to interview candidates and select a
replacement for the Oregon
Senate District 16 position.
The county commissioners have received the
following list of Democratic
nominees from the Oregon
Democratic Party seeking the
appointment. They are:
• Melissa L. Busch

• Nadia E. Gardner
• Rachel L. Armitage
(Gowland)
Oregon law require that a
legislative vacancy be filled
by county commissioner’s
representing the district in
which the vacancy exists.
Senate District 16 includes
voters in Clatsop, Columbia, Multnomah, Tillamook,
Washington and Yamhill
Counties.
Senator Betsy Johnson
recently resigned her District
16 position to run for Oregon

governor.
If members of the public
wish to provide written
comments about any of the
nominees, please send to
Columbia County; Jacyn.
normine@columbiacounty.
or.gov no later than 12 p.m.
Wednesday, Jan. 12, 2022 to
be included in the record.
The meeting will be held
virtually from the Columbia
County Courthousehttps://
global.gotomeeting.com/
join/357054141United States
(Toll Free): 1 866 899 4679
Access Code: 357-054-141

Voices of the Community
Thank you
Scappoose Share & Care
wishes to thank everyone
who helped with the 2021
program.
This community really pulled together and

provided food, toys, and
healthcare items to over
150 families in need. Local businesses let us place
giving trees at their locations, as well as collected
gifts! Our great community
adopted other families and
donated cash and toys. This

year, over 2,000 hours of
service were given in an
effort to provide for our
neighbors and friends.
Our annual participation
with the Christmas Ships
and their various gatherings
along the route brought in
bags and bags of toys and

The Chronicle

cash donations. A highlight
of our year is decorating the
Scappoose Fire District Fire
Boat and parading Santa
along our waterfront.
Please remember that
our Scappoose families in
need don’t just need help
at Christmas, they need

help all year long. Please
consider making a food
or cash donation to your
local food bank in Scappoose. St. Vincent DePaul
Foodbank 51555 SW Old
Portland Road, Scappoose,
OR 97056. You may drop
off food on Mondays or
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Obituaries
Dennis Michael Bailey

Cynthia L. Matzen

Dec. 8 1948 ~ Dec. 6 2021

Dennis was born Dec.
8, 1948 to Jack and Flora
Lee Bailey. He attended
grade school in Portland,
Oregon and graduated from
St. Helens High School in
1966. Dennis played football
through high school years
and was drafted to play state
side out of high school. He

then entered the U.S army
and fought in Vietnam 196869. He was a golden glove
boxer and earned silver stars
during his service.
Dennis had a long time
love of hot rods owning
many over the years but his
most prized possession was
his red, 1934 Ford.

He is survived by daughter Nicole Bainbridge; son
Donald Bailey, five grandchildren; and brothers, Jerry
and David Bailey. He was
proceeded in death by his
parents and sister Jackie Sue
Bailey. A celebration of life
will be held in the summer
of 2022.

Kendall Alfred (Shetterly) Adams
June 4, 1926 ~ Dec. 6, 2021

Kendall Alfred (Shetterly) Adams, 95, formerly of
Carbondale, Ilinois, died at
home on Dec. 6, with family
at his side. He was born June
4, 1926, in McMinnville,
Oregon, the son of John B.
and Belle H. Shetterly. He
married Kathryn F. Hildebrand on Dec. 29, 1963, in
Greenfield Village, Dearborn,
Michigan.
Kendall was a U.S. Navy
veteran of World War II.
He received his Bachelor of
Science degree from Oregon
State University, his master’s
and Ph.D. from Michigan
State University. A Professor Emeritus, Dr. Adams
was employed by Southern
Illinois University at Carbondale in 1965, having worked
previously at Michigan State
University and Arizona State
University. During his tenure
at SIUC, Dr. Adams served
as a Visiting Professor of
Marketing at Universidad
Catolica Madre y Maestra
in Santiago, Dominican
Republic, from June 1967
to June 1969 with the Ford

Foundation, and as an Agricultural Marketing Advisor
in Cochabamba, Bolivia,
from December 1977 to July
1980 with the Consortium for
International Development.
Following retirement, he
served as a Visiting Professor
of Marketing in Chelyabinsk,
Russia, and in Amman, Jordan, through the International
Executive Service Corps.
Ken was an avid quail,
duck, and goose hunter with
his Brittany and black lab. He
was a member of Masonic
Lodge #32 A.F. and A.M.,

St. Helens, Oregon, Beta
Gamma Sigma, and Delta
Tau Delta. He also had been
a member of SCORE. In July
2010, he moved to Medford,
Oregon, to be closer to family.
Besides his wife, he is
survived by two sons, Derek
W. Shetterly of Ashland,
Oregon and Kevin W. Shetterly of Portland, Oregon;
grandchildren, Benjamin
Daniel Shetterly and Rachel
Ann Shetterly; sister-in-law
Aileen Adams of Redmond,
Oregon; and several nieces
and nephews.
He was preceded in death
by his parents; stepfather
Hugh W. H. Adams; halfbrother H.W.H. (Buck) Adams; and sister and brotherin-law, Joanne and Dawne
TenEyck.
Memorials may be made
to Shriners Hospital for
Children, 3101 SW Sam
Jackson Park Rd., Portland, OR 97239-3009, or to
Providence Hospice, 2033
Commerce Drive, Medford,
OR 97503.

Cynthia Matzen died
peacefully on Dec. 10, 2021,
after a long illness. Cindy
was born in Santa Rosa, California. After graduating high
school in Crescent City, California, she eventually moved
to St. Helens where she met
her husband, Ron Matzen.
Ron preceded Cindy in
death in 2020.
Her sister, Gretchen, and
brother, Keith (and family),
survive Cindy.
Her love of family,
friends, travel, Birkenstocks,
and quilting were a driving
force in her life. Cindy was
dedicated in her work at Columbia ESD, St. Helens HS,

St. Helens PD, and CCMH.
A celebration of life in
St. Helens will be held at a

future date. Cindy’s family
has requested that in lieu of
flowers to honor or remember
Cindy that donations are sent
to the Columbia Country
Branch Library in St. Helens
(375 South 18th, Suite A,
St. Helens, OR 97051). This
celebrates Cindy’s love of
reading. Donations to the St.
Helens Library can be made
in two ways: 1. Go to the
library and donate directly –
please designate the donation
as going to the Cynthia Matzen Memorial Book Fund. 2.
Mail a check to the St. Helens
Library – labeling it for the
Cynthia Matzen Memorial
Book Fund.

Robert R. Peterson Sr.
Nov. 23, 1931 ~ Nov. 19, 2021

Robert R. Peterson Sr., of
Columbia City, Oregon, died
Nov. 19, 2021, at home with
his beloved granddaughter
Heather by his side. Bob was
born Nov. 23, 1931, in North
Dakota, to Reuben Author
and Lucille Rachel Peterson.
When Bob was 12, his
father died and Lucille would
marry her late husband’s
brother, Eugene.
As young man, Bob enjoyed outdoor activities such
as hunting, fishing, and camping. After highschool, at age
18, he entered the U.S. Army
and served during the Korean
War years.
He married Lois Maurine
Stiles on Sept. 10, 1954, in
San Carlos, California, and
they had three sons. After
his time in the service, Bob
encountered a long, rough
patch in his life, time lost
with hisfamily that he would
regret deeply. Ultimately, he
went to work for the California Department of
Corrections. He would
remarry the love of his life,
Lois, for a second time on
March 15, 1975. And he
would find forgiveness from
God when he accepted Jesus
as his Savior.
Bob was involved with
his home church, Warren
Community Fellowship, and

enjoyed serving as a door
greeter and using his hardwon skills as a corrections officer to create volunteer teams
to cover the church’s security
and safety needs.
Bob was preceded in
death by his wife Lois in
2015.
Survivors include three
sons, Randy R. (Belinda)
Whitney of Clayton, Washington; Robert R. Jr. (Diane)
of Payson, Arizona, and
Jeffery S. of Clayton, Washington; two brothers, Steve
Peterson of Los Angeles,
California and Bruce Peterson of Modesto, California;
five grandchildren; eleven
great-grandchildren; and nu-

merous nieces and nephews.
Bob was especially close to
granddaughter Heather Peterson and great-granddaughter
Alexis Peterson, who shared
a home with
Bob and took care of him.
The family would also like
to acknowledge two special
friends, Bob Jackson and Don
Brooks.
A memorial service will
be held at 11 a.m., Sat., Jan.
15, 2022 at Warren Community Fellowship, with the Rev.
Cary Wacker officiating. In
lieu of flowers, love offerings
in Bob’s name may be sent to
Warren Community Fellowship, 56523 Columbia River
Hwy., Warren, OR 97053.

Robert Lawrence Archibald
Jan. 20, 1940 ~ Dec. 26, 2021
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Robert L. Archibald of St.
Helens, Oregon passed away
at age 81 on Dec. 26, 2021,
while at home with Joan
Archibald, his loving wife of
61 years.
Bob, known by most as
Archie, has succumbed to
illness that he has fearlessly
fought over the last several
years. He fought and won
many battles while doing his
best to stay in good spirits
and continued to encourage
and support his family and
friends daily.
Robert was born in
Longview, Washington to
Kenneth and Ila Archibald on
Jan. 20, 1940, and resided in
Goble, Oregon. He went to
school in Goble and married Joan Archibald on Oct.

215 S 1st Street St. Helens • 503-410-5280 • www.2csvendormall.com

7, 1960. After moving to
St. Helens in 1965, Robert
worked at Kaiser Gypsum
up until he started his career
with the St. Helens Fire Department, where he proudly
served for over 25 years and

retired as Lieutenant.
Robert is preceded in
death by parents Kenneth and
Ila Archibald; brother Richard Archibald; and nephew
Larry Archibald.
Robert is survived by
wife Joan Archibald; son Terry Archibald; son Scott and
spouse Michelle Archibald;
daughter Cherie Archibald;
brother James and spouse
Leslie Archibald; granddaughter Ashley (Archibald)
and spouse Kevin Ketchum;
granddaughter Lindsey
Archibald and spouse Val Simonov; great-granddaughter
Kylie Ketchum; and many
nieces, nephews and in-laws.
Archie was a hunter-gatherer but was most known for
his love of fishing. He loved

taking family and friends out
on the Columbia River in his
boat where he did his best to
help them land a big catch,
which he enjoyed (almost) as
much as catching a big one
himself.
There will be a memorial service held at Columbia
Funeral Home in St. Helens,
Oregon on Friday, January
21, 2022, at 1 p.m.
The last bell has rang,
Arch has returned to
quarters.
As he slips away after his
final shift,
You can hear him call
out:
Gotta go fish on.
Please sign our online
guestbook at www.columbiafh.com.

Hazel Christine Grubb
Feb. 18, 1932 ~ Jan. 4, 2022

Hazel Christine Grubb
was born Feb. 18, 1932 in
Houston, Arkansas to John
and Hatty (Griffith) Stone.
They later moved to California where she grew up an
attended school graduating
from Orosi High School
in Orosi, CA. Hazel then
attended Simpson Bible Institute in Seattle, Washington
where she met Dale Grubb
the love of her life. They
married on Sept. 10, 1954.
Hazel and Dale pastored
in many places, including
Anatone, Washington, Boise,
Idaho, Veneta, Oregon, and

Vancouver, Washington,
before settling in 1977 in

Scappoose, Oregon where
Hazel lived until her passing. Hazel loved and served
the Lord her whole life. She
devoted her time to serving
in children and women’s
ministry.
She is preceded in death
by her parents, John and
Hattie Stone; and her loving
husband Dale.
She is survived by her
children, Steve (Amy) and
Renee (John); grandchildren,
Aaron, Christopher, Heather,
Josh and Jessica; great grandchildren Adria, Ellie, Emma
and one granddaughter on the

way; and siblings, Roger and
Debbie Stone, Sadie and Bill
Moser, Ray and Kathy Stone,
and Shirley and Ted Jones.
Hazel was kind, loving
and was the most faithful
servant of the Lord. She will
be missed.
In lieu of flowers donations can be made to
Scappoose Foursquare and
Michelle’s Love. A memorial service will be held at 1
p.m. on Sun., Jan. 16, 2022
at Scappoose Foursquare
Church. Please sign our
online guestbook at www.
columbiafh.com

William Jauron

Feb. 4, 1949 ~ Nov. 25, 2021
William “Bill” Jauron passed away on Nov. 25, 2021. A mass will be held at 10 a.m. on Jan. 15, 2021 at St. Fredric Church
with a celebration of life immediately following at the Yankton Grange, 33065 Pittsburg Rd., St. Helens

Michael Paschall

May 2, 1949 ~ Dec. 30, 2021
Michael Paschall, a longtime resident of Scappoose, passed away on Dec. 30, 2021. There are no services at this time.

Martha Cramer

Jan. 4, 1935 ~ Jan. 4, 2022
Martha Cramer, 87, of Rainier, Oregon passed away January 4, 2022 in Longview, Washington.
Columbia County’s trusted local news source
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301

502

502

690

Health & Nutrition

Help Wanted

Help Wanted

Alcoholics
Anonymous
Info-line,
(503) 366-0667
www.pdxaa.org

Immediate
Opening Shipping/Receiving/
Sewing
Part time 6-Noon,
M-Th. Apply in person only. 33550
SE Santosh St.
Scappoose,
OR
97056

3 years supervision
experience At least
5 years work experience in a heavy
equipment/truck
repair role. Apply
with resume: Tidewater Contractors,
Inc. 16156 Hwy.
101 S., PO Box
1956.
541-4695341/Phone 541469-5543/Fax
Email: info@twcon
tractors.com. Tidewater Contractors
is an EOE Employer

502

Help Wanted

Communicable
Disease
Intervention
Specialist
Columbia County,
OR EOE Deadline
1/28/2022 Apply at
ColumbiaCoun
tyOR.gov

Tidewater
Contractors, Inc.
is looking to hire a
Shop Supervisor to
join its Brookings,
Oregon crew. Requirements: At least

Wanted Autos

Ca$h 4 Car$

$Drake’s Towing
is now paying
TOP Cash$
4 Junk Cars!!!
We buy junk/broken cars,
trucks, vans, heavy equip.
Top $$ paid to $100-$400.
We are LOCAL, serving
Columbia County.
Same day service.

503-438-6099

Classified Ads Deadline:
Mondays by noon.
Late submissions may
not make the paper.

706

Estate Sales

Scappoose
Estate Sale
Jan. 15 & 16 from
10 am - 4 pm on
Huser Lane. Follow signs from Hwy
30 at EM Watts Rd.
Full house, queen
bedroom set, tempurpedic
bed,
beautiful
leather
couch,
Yamaha
keyboard w/ amp,
Marshall
amps,
tools, elliptical, Dyson vacuum, and
more. Too much to
list. Cash only. No
early sales.

VIEW OUR CURRENT RENTAL
PROPERTIES AT:

www.therentalcenter.net

River City & Rentals Northwest
503-543-4440 Phone

503-543-7929 Fax

Kristie Flanagan, Licensed Property Manager
51891 Old Portland Road, Suite “A”, Scappoose OR 97056
(next to the scappoose totem pole)

Looking to hire?
Advertise your job openings in the newspaper by calling us at 503-397-0116 today.

Columbia County

BUSINESS & SERVICE DIRECTORY

www.thechronicleonline.com

Waterman Garage Doors

Chronicle
and News/Ad
Classified Ad
Deadline is
Monday
by noon

CCB#204858

SALES, SERVICE
INSTALLATION

Scott Waterman
Owner

Blinds 4 You Direct

503.819.6715
St. Helens, OR 97051

YOUR AD HERE

Ads received after
the deadline are
not guaranteed to
be placed in that
week’s issue.

BLINDS & DRAPES

Advertise your business in the Business & Service
Directory. Call 503-397-0116 for more information

UP TO
75% OFF!

Shop Local from Home.
We come to you.

Blinds • Drapes • Tile & more
blinds4youdirect.com (971) 719-7119

Get your ad in the paper and reach out to potential customers.
Call 503-397-0116 to place your ad in the newspaper and online.

Having a Garage Sale?

Contact The Chronicle at 503-397-0116 or
chronicleclassifieds@countrymedia.net
to get your garage sale in the classifieds.

Crossword Puzzle

STATEPOINT CROSSWORD
THEME: THE GRAMMY AWARDS
ACROSS

1. Chunk of land
6. Sail alternative
9. Female sheep, pl.
13. Oak, in Spanish
14. Nucleic acid acronym
15. “____ under fire”
16. Permeate
17. Internet meme move
18. *Number of 2022 Grammy nominations for Doja Cat
or H.E.R.
19. *Justin Bieber’s stuff
from Georgia
21. *Gaga’s partner
23. Mauna ____, Hawaii
24. Cartoon Coyote’s first
name
25. Lawyers’ grp.
28. Marine eagle
30. Like Roger Rabbit
35. Boisterous play
37. Ore deposit
39. Davy Crockett’s last
stand
40. U.S. city and lake
41. Tossed starter
43. F.B.I. operative
44. Group of nine singers,
e.g.
46. Gardner’s gear
47. In the middle of
48. Arctic-wear
50. Porcini mushrooms

52. In the manner of, in
French
53. *Bruno Mars and Anderson .Paak, a.k.a. ____ Sonic
55. Decimal system base
57. *2022 Grammy nominations leader
61. *”Bad Habits” performer
65. Lacking sense
66. Unit of electrical resistance
68. Low landform
69. Grassy mound
70. Recent or new, prefix
71. Los ____, CA
72. Peasy precursor
73. .0000001 joule
74. Earp of the Wild West

DOWN

1. LSD consequence?
2. City on the Tiber
3. *Swedish band with one
2022 Grammy nomination
4. Exclamation from a coop
5. Tittering laugh sound
6. Bookie’s quote
7. Registered nurses’ org.
8. Torah expert
9. Female name or a name
for Ireland
10. Worker’s reward
11. Not counterfeit
12. Cobblestone
15. Genus, pl.

20. British peers
22. Will Ferrell holiday
movie
24. Matrimony
25. *2022 Grammy event
venue, Crypto.com ____
26. B on Mendeleev’s table
27. Type of acid
29. *Grammy host’s last
name
31. Aquarium dweller
32. #3 Down’s 1975 hit
“____ Mia”
33. Means of communication
34. *Kanye’s album
36. Source of pressure?
38. Facilitate
42. Profoundness
45. Tip of lion’s tail
49. First aid one
51. Up and down playground
attraction
54. Sergio of westerns
56. Very recently
57. Triathlon ride
58. Tolstoy’s Karenina
59. New Mexico art colony
60. Inwardly
61. Dirty air
62. Common “pro” follower
63. Loads
64. Egg storage
67. *”Fight for You” performer

Solution to crossword in next week’s issue of The Chronicle.
Columbia County’s trusted local news source

www.thechronicleonline.com
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Public Notices
PROTECTING YOUR RIGHT TO KNOW

CH21-1856

CH21-1857

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE STATE IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE STATE OF
OREGON FOR THE COUNTY OF COLUMBIA
OF OREGON FOR THE COUNTY OF
In the Matter of the
hereby required to presin this estate may obtain
Estate of Don Ross Alent the same, with proper
additional information from
COLUMBIA PROBATE DEPARTMENT
exander, Deceased. No.
vouchers, within four
the records of the court, the
In the Matter of the
Estate of LOREN OLIVER
RAGAN Deceased. Case
No. 21PB10607 NOTICE
TO INTERESTED PERSONS NOTICE IS HEREBY
GIVEN that the undersigned
has been appointed personal
representative of this estate.
All persons having claims

against the estate are required
to present their claims, with
vouchers attached, within
four months after the date of
the first publication of this
notice to the personal representative at 52490 SE 2nd
Street, Suite 100, Scappoose,
OR 97056, or the claims may
be barred. All persons whose

rights may be affected by
the proceedings may obtain
additional information from
the records of the Court, the
personal representative, or
the attorney for the personal
representative. DATED and
first published, December
29, 2021. Michael Ragan,
Personal Representative.

21PB05582 NOTICE TO
INTERESTED PERSONS
Notice is hereby given that
the undersigned has been
appointed and has qualified
as the personal representative of the above entitled
estate. All persons having
claims against the estate are

months of the first publication of this notice, as stated
below, to the personal
representative, at 52300
SW 4th Street, Scappoose
Oregon, 97056, or they
may be barred, All persons
whose rights may be affected by the proceedings

CH22-1021

CH21-1859

personal representative or
the attorney of the personal
representative if one has
been assigned to the estate.
Dated and first published.
December 29, 2021. Nicole
Conley, Personal Representative 52300 SW 4th Street,
Scappoose, Oregon 97056.

CH22-1000

OF MEETING NOTICE OF
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE STATE NOTICE
Notice is hereby given, the
phone. https://global.gotoColumbia County Solid Waste meeting.com/join/970057477
MEETING
OF OREGON FOR THE COUNTY OF
Advisory Committee (SWAC)
You can also dial in using your
The Greater St. Helens
will hold a public meeting on
phone. United States (Toll
COLUMBIA PROBATE DEPARTMENT
Aquatic District is holding
Thursday, February 3, 2022,
Free): 1 866 899 4679 United
In the Matter of the Estate
of DENNIS MICHAEL BAILEY Case No. 21PB10605
NOTICE TO INTERESTED
PERSONS NOTICE IS
HEREBY GIVEN that the
undersigned has been appointed personal representative of this estate. All persons
having claims against the

estate are required to present
their claims, with vouchers
attached, within four months
after the date of the first
publication of this notice to
the personal representative at
52490 SE 2nd Street, Suite
100, Scappoose, OR 97056,
or the claims may be barred.
All persons whose rights may

be affected by the proceedings may obtain additional
information from the records
of the Court, the personal
representative, or the attorney
for the personal representative. DATED and first published, December 29, 2021.
Nicole Bainbridge, Personal
Representative.

CH22-1015

BEFORE THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS FOR
COLUMBIA COUNTY 2022 ANNUAL MEETING NOTICE
1. Notice is hereby given
that the Columbia County
Board of Commissioner will
hold their regularly scheduled meetings every Wednesday, at or after 10:00 AM.
These meetings will be held
virtually from the Columbia
County Courthouse, 230
Strand Street, St. Helens,
OR. https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/357054141
United States (Toll Free): 1
866 899 4679 Access Code:
357-054-141 2. Additionally, the Board will hold their

regularly scheduled Work
Sessions every Wednesday
at or after 1:00 PM virtually
from the Columbia County
Courthouse, 230 Strand
Street, St. Helens, OR.
https://global.gotomeeting.
com/join/357054141 United
States (Toll Free): 1 866 899
4679 Access Code: 357-054141. 3. Any changes and/or
cancellations to this schedule
will be noticed. 4. This is a
public meeting except during the Executive Session.
Columbia County does not

discriminate on the basis of
disability and will provide
reasonable accommodations in accordance with the
County’s ADA Policy. To
request accommodations
or to review the County’s
ADA Policy, please contact
the Board of Commissioners Office at 503-3974322. Dated this 5th day of
January, 2022. BOARD OF
COUNTY COMMISSIONERS FOR COLUMBIA
COUNTY, Henry Heimuller,
Chair.

CH22-1012

In the Matter of the Estate of: WILLIAM FOSS
BAKER, Deceased CASE NO. 21PB10852
NOTICE TO INTERESTED PERSONS NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
that Ruth Hallquist has
been appointed personal
representative. All persons
having claims against the
estate are required to present them, with vouchers
attached, to Ruth Hallquist

at 850 Leslie Lane, Robins,
IA 52328, personal representative of the estate of
WILLIAM FOSS BAKER,
within four months after
the date of first publication
of this notice, or the claims
may be barred. All persons
whose rights may be affected by the proceedings may

obtain additional information from the records of the
Court, the personal representative, or the lawyer for
the personal representative,
Aaron Martin, 272 South
1st Street, Saint Helens,
Oregon 97051. Dated and
first published on January
5, 2022.

CH22-1018

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
The St. Helens City
Council will conduct a public hearing on Wednesday,
January 19, 2022, beginning
at 6:15 p.m. The purpose
of the hearing is to receive
public comments on the
purchase of used equipment
described as a Dotto brand
120 passenger tram. The
proposed use of the tram is
for moving people around
town and between tourism
events and destinations. The

tram is proposed to be paid
for by Tourism event revenues. If you wish to submit
written comments, please
address them as follows:
John Walsh, City Administrator City of St. Helens, 265
Strand Street, St. Helens,
OR 97051. Or you may send
them via email to kpayne@
sthelensoregon.gov. Written
comments must be received
by 4:00 p.m., Tuesday, January 18, 2022, to be consid-

ered. Copies of the comments will be provided to the
Council in advance of the
hearing. The public hearing
will be held via Zoom and
in the Council Chambers at
City Hall, 265 Strand Street,
Plaza Entrance, St. Helens,
OR 97051. The facility is
handicap accessible. If you
need special accommodation, please contact City Hall
at (503)397-6272, at least 48
hours before the hearing.

from 10:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.
The meeting will be held
virtually, join the meeting from
your computer, tablet or smart-

States: +1 (571) 317-3116 Access Code: 970-057-477 Kathy
Boutin-Pasterz, Solid Waste
Program Coordinator.

CH22-1016

CH21-1854

PUBLIC LIEN SALE U- NOTICE OF
STORE SELF STORAGE MEETING
McNulty Water PUD
Auction to be held
online at Storageauctions.
com. Auction will run from
1/4/2022 10:00 am & end
on 1/14/2022 10:00 am. Unclaimed storage lockers to be
sold by competitive bidding.
1st Location: Scappoose
53567 Columbia River Hwy.

Jacob Abbott CY37. 2nd
Location: St. Helens 445 Port
Ave, Suite D. Cindi Attaway
RV231, Randy Burghart
RV602, Michael Smith
R-170. GOODS OF EVERY
DESCRIPTION SOLD BY
STORAGE LOT. Cash and
Credit Cards.

NOTICE OF VIRTUAL NOTICE OF
AUCTION
PUBLIC MEETING
Auction 323 W. B St.,
Notice is hereby given,
the Columbia County Transportation and Road Advisory
Committee (CCTRAC) will
hold a virtual public meeting on: Thu, Jan. 20, 2022,
from 10:00 am – 12:00 pm
(PST). Please join my meeting from your computer,

tablet or smartphone. https://
global. gotomeeting.com/
join/448640221 You can also
dial in using your phone.
United States (Toll Free);
1-866-899-4679 United
States: +1(571)-317-3116
Access Code: 448-640-221
Julie Wheeler, Secretary

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
NOTICE IS HEREBY
GIVEN that a public hearing
will be held before the City
of St. Helens City Council
on Wednesday, January 19,
2022 at 6:30 PM in the City
Council Chambers, located
in the City Hall building
at 265 Strand Street, St.
Helens, OR. Access into City
Hall for this hearing will be
from the plaza side entrance.
Zoom will also be available
to participate. Virtual access
information to join the hearing will be available on the
applicable agenda. Agendas
can be found on the City’s
website: https://www.sthelensoregon.gov/meetings. The
purpose of this hearing is to
consider the extinguishment
(removal) of a public storm
sewer and water easement
(two separate easements)
on property located at the

southeast corner of the Old
Portland Road and Kaster
Road intersection. The City
of St. Helens is intending
to develop this property for
a new public safety facility to replace the currently
inadequate police station at
150 S. 13th Street. As part
of this effort, it was discovered that the easement areas
(established in 1974 and
1986) have no relation to
actual utilities and the location of the easements impact
the building footprint of the
site. The easements do not
appear to be necessary and
are proposed to be removed.
In order for the city to extinguish a public easement,
a public hearing must first
be held. At this hearing the
City Council will formally
determine whether said easement is necessary or not. All

The Chronicle: How
have the students and
teachers adjusted with the
renovations so far, being in
the portable classrooms?

The Chronicle: From
your insight, what will be

Jeremy C. Ruark / The Chronicle

This flyover conceptual drawing shows what the renovated high
school campus could look like when completed.

St. Helens School Superintendent Scot Stockwell looks over a flyover conceptual drawing of the completed renovations at St. Helens High School.

the most striking, or the
most important element of
this renovation?

make a huge difference in
the school climate and help
our community feel a sense
of investment in the academic and social emotional
success of our students.

Wagner: The most impactful element of the renovation will be the updates
to make SHHS a 21st cen-

tury campus - architectural
finishes that capitalize on
natural light, functionality
for innovative science labs,
new technology for instruction and equitable access
for students and improved
safety. All of these also

Rainier, OR. Units # 62
Nancy Cordova, 63/67/69
Barb Bowen, 71 Rachel
Barber, 77 Jason McEuin,
78 Cassandra Duggen,
82 Ashley Black. 1 pm,
1/27/22 at Rainier Mini
Storage on-site public auction cash in hand bid.

CH22-1020
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Courtesy from St. Helens High School

Board Meeting will be held
January 18th, 2022, at 7pm
in person at 34240 Millard
Road, Warren Oregon. If
you would like to attend this
meeting either in person or
by Zoom, please call Shannon at 503-397-1301.
CH22-1019

CH22-1014

SHHS

Wagner: Change is
always challenging, but
our staff and students have
been incredibly resilient.
Some of our teachers had
been in the same classroom
for decades so a shift into
a new room requires new
approaches to instruction
and new ways to use the
physical space. Some of
our portables are in better condition than the
classrooms that are in the
original buildings, so it was
a welcome change.

their board meeting at Eisenschmidt Pool basement at 5
p.m. on January 17, 2022.

In a published inter-

view with The Chronicle
last September, St. Helens
School District School Superintendent Scot Stockwell
said beyond advantages for
students and school staff, the
new renovations will provide
new opportunities for the

persons are invited to submit
testimony in person or in
writing. Written submission will be accepted until
5pm on the day of the public
hearing. Questions should be
directed to the City Planning Department by phone:
503-397-6272, e-mail:
jgraichen@sthelensoregon.
gov, mail: 265 Strand Street,
St. Helens, OR 97051, or
in person at City Hall. The
report for this application
will also be available on the
City’s website at https://
www.sthelensoregon.gov/
meetings as part of the applicable agenda packet. Anyone
needing special assistance
should contact City Hall at
least 72 hours in advance
to ensure the necessary
assistance is available. The
Council Chambers are fully
accessible.
community.
“That is really a big part
of our dream,” he said. “It
will be set up so that the
community will be able to
use the athletic fields, our
performing arts area, and our
cafeteria, so it will be a really
great space or the community
to come together to play, to
participate in activities, and
performances. We are looking forward to this being a
busy place all the time and
being used well.”
Stockwell said a key
way to help the community
utilize the building will be
through the school district’s
connection to the City of St.
Helens Parks and Recreation
programs.

Read more about the
SHHS renovations in the attached previous articles and
follow this developing story
here at thechronicleonline.
com and in the Wednesday
print editions of The Chronicle.
Columbia County’s trusted local news source

www.thechronicleonline.com
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Protests heat up over mask debate
ZOE GOTTLIEB
chronicle2@countrymedia.net

As the tensions flare
over Oregon’s proposed
permanent mask rule, a
local opposition group is
ramping up demonstration
efforts.
Organized Patriots, a
national coalition fighting
against mask and vaccination mandates, has a stronghold in Columbia County,
with over 70 members and
counting.
Spreading the word
Glenn Curt McKinney,
the Facebook administrator
for Organized Patriots of
Columbia County, posted a
picture of the organization’s
newly acquired billboard
near the Knife River weigh
station on Highway 30
leaving St. Helens in late
December. The billboard
came with a price tag of

HEIMULLER
From Page A1

Fostering recreational
opportunities is a central
focus of Heimuller’s because
according to a figure he cited,
70% of Columbia County
residents commute and are
therefore drawn away from
the county for two or more
hours of the day.
Health concern

$3,000, paid for by the
organization.
“It should be your
choice!” the billboard proclaims in bold red lettering,
alongside a graphic of a
surgical face mask.
“I can tell you that most
of the people in Columbia
County now know of us,”
McKinney said, acknowledging the sign’s impact.
“We haven’t gotten any
negative responses from the
billboard itself, just people
that are wanting to get
involved.”
The billboard is a one
of multiple strategies the
organization hopes will be
a catalyst for change in one
of the last standing states
with heavy COVID-19
restrictions.

Courtesy photo

This billboard off Highway 30 northwest of St. Helens has been rented
by the Organized Patriots of Columbia County to voice their opposition
to mask mandates.

Public demonstrations

responsibility to coordinate
vaccine clinics. So that coordination has to happen at the
county level.”
“When you talk about our
biggest challenge, the challenge is the variants — the
things we don’t know about,”
he added.
During the Columbia
County Board of Commissioners Jan. 5 meeting, the
board voted to extend the
county’s Declaration of State
of Emergency for COVID-19.
According to Heimuller,
the county has to be in a state
of emergency to qualify for
state and federal COVID-19
relief. With resources already
stretched thin, that move is
more than necessary.
“We continue hiring personnel, we continue making
ourselves ready and available
to accept federal and state
funding to provide those services that we feel all of our
citizens deserve,” he said.
Columbia County has
also partnered with the Oregon Health Authority to offer
fee drive-through COVID-19
vaccinations and booster
shot clinics from 10:30 a.m.
to 5:30 p.m. this week at the
county fairgrounds, 58892
Saulser Road, in St. Helens
this week.

Fixing the overburdened
septic system in Prescott has
been at the top of Heimuller’s
list for some time.
“There’s sometimes five
houses on one septic tank,”
he said. “There are places
where septic effluent is above
the ground and it’s dangerous. It’s not right.”
Heimuller said the
problem is so dire, no one
can build a house in Prescott
because the building requires
a septic permit.
“What we’re going to do,
assuming that we’re going to
be able to buy the property
from PGE, is we’re going to
build a septic water treatment
plant,” he said.
The biggest challenge
to public health, however,
goes beyond failing septic
systems.
Jobs and the economy
With exploding COVID-19 case rates and the
Heimuller said he takes
introduction of a new variant, pride in Scappoose’s Oregon
Heimuller, while a staunch
Manufacturing Innovation
defender of personal choice,
Center (OMIC) and sees the
contends now is the time to
center as a game-changer for
double down in light of new
the county.
advisories from the Oregon
OMIC, an apprenticeHealth Authority.
ship program for Portland
“The county has all the
Community College students,
responsibility,” he said. “We
seeks to combine applied
11-16-11
3x2D Cuts:Layout
1 6/22/12
3:28 PM
have the responsibility
for
research
and development
public health, we have the
and workforce training to
11-16-11 3x2D Cuts:Layout 1 6/22/12 3:28 PM Page 1

defiance of Oregon Gov.
Kate Brown’s indoor mask
mandate.
Under the Organized
Patriots’ upcoming events

page, the group listed a
“maskless shopping event”
from 1 to 3 p.m. at the
Walmart on 2295 Gable
Road in St. Helens.

serve the region’s advanced
manufacturers and create
economic mobility, according
to the OMIC website.
“The goal is in those
programs to go in, find students when they’re in middle
school and start figuring
out those kids that want to
do things with computers
and robots,” Heimuller said.
“What (the companies) are
doing is building their own
workforce.”
The
 Chronicle asked
Cedar Chips
Heimuller how commission
ers plan
to strikeMulch
a balance
Garden
between the preservation of

Hemlock
 Fir &
tight-knit,
community
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and industrial and economic
 Bark Dust
Garden Mulch
growth.
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Heimuller surmised, would
Bark
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Trailmix
• Firsupportive
Shavingsof comsponsors

munity interests, such as jobs
in manufacturing.
“Do we want everything
that comes in to be here?
Probably not,” he said. “But
do we want good, energy
efficient, high job, high wage
paying businesses to come
here who are good corporate
sponsors, who are not afraid
to support the schools, the
fair and baseball teams?
Yeah.”

FREEYARD DEBRIES
RECYCLING SAT.,APRIL20!

Demonstrators will go
a step further on Saturday, Jan. 15, by shedding
their masks indoors in

FREEYARDBark
DEBRIES at
Quality
RECYCLING SAT.,APRIL20!
Competitive
Quality Bark at
Prices
Competitive

Prices

Soil Blends
• Fir Shavings

According to McKinney,
a dozen people are already
confirmed for the event, and
news of the event is spreading rapidly on social media.
Charles Crawson, Director of Corporate Communications at Walmart,
responded to news of the
demonstration by affirming
the corporation’s policy for
employees on mask mandates.
“We follow CDC guidance, which includes fully
vaccinated people wearing masks in public indoor
settings in counties with
substantial or high transmission,” he said. “In these
counties and where there
are state or local mask
mandates, associates will
be required to wear masks
inside our facilities, including stores, clubs, distribution centers and fulfillment
centers.”
“We also strongly
encourage customers to
follow CDC guidance and

properly mask, as well,” he
added.
Mckinney founded
Organized Patriots following the first few weeks of
COVID-19’s initial outbreak, and more than two
years later, the mission
remains the same.
“Our goal is to get
people to take the masks
off, and stop complying,”
he said.
Mckinney said he is a
defender of free choice on
both sides of the aisle.
“We don’t care if somebody wants to wear their
mask because that’s all a
part of America, right?” he
said. “You have the right
to choose but we just don’t
want it to be forced, (or) to
be forced on anybody else.
Same with the vaccines.”
Demonstrations over the
use of mask mandates also
have been held by local protest groups near Scappoose
High School and Hudson
Park Elementary in Rainier.

missioner the opportunity to
perform different functions
of the board.
Heimuller has been appointed chair several times
over the years. In his previous term he served as budget
officer, with Magruder as
chair.
Garrett, elected to the
board last year, has yet to
become board chair.

The board oversees public
safety, economic development, land preservation, and
roads and transportation in
Columbia County.
The Columbia County
Board of Commissioners
holds regular Wednesday
meetings at 10 a.m. To reach
the commissioners, call (503)
397-4322.

Appointment process
The Columbia County
Board of Commissioners are
elected and serve four-year
terms.
Under county policy,
the current commissioners
Heimuller, Magruder, and
Garrett rotate positions of
chair, vice-chair, and budget
officer, giving each com-
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Clean Woodwaste Recycling

Clean
Woodwaste
Recycling Recycling
Clean
= No pressure
treated,
paint or stain
Yard
Debris
&
Woodwaste
Wood
Waste
= Lumber,
small stumps
and logs.
$6 yard
with
$8 minimum
charge
Yard
Debris
&branches,
Woodwaste
Recycling
We do not accept trash, plastic, dirt or sod.
15 per yd.
Yard Debris & Clean Wood Waste Recycling$$9
$6 yard with $8 minimum charge
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WeDeliver
Deliver1 Unit
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503-543-3000
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Scappoose Oregon
Scappoose
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Mon-Fri (503)
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Callweekend
for weekend
deliveries

www.beaverbarkllc.com
(503) 543-3000
5400054000
West Lane
WestRd.Lane Rd.
www.beaverbarkllc.com
Scappoose
Mon. thru
Fri. 8am-5pm & Saturdays 8am-3pm
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Pet of the Month
Meet Jango
Jango is a young, energetic 2 year
old Staffordshire Terrier mix. This
guy is full of life and full of energy. He
will need a family that is patient and
who will be willing to work with him.
He is your typical one year old puppy
that loves to play & seems to do well
with other dogs.

urbanpacific REALESTATE Columbia County Division
253 S. 1st Street, St Helens, OR 97051
503.329.7269 mobile
urbanpacificrealestate.com
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What you can do to help your loved one get better
faster after a hospital or rehab stay part 5 of 7
C10012

OPEN 7 DAYS
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Prices always include shampoo
EVEN SUNDAY
& simple style if desired
& MONDAY

columbiahumane.com

Caregiving advice by

C10012
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& MONDAY

251 S 1 Street, St. Helens
(503) 397-3380
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251 S 1ST Street, St. Helens
(503) 397-3380

C11848

haircuts

Haircuts
haircuts

e’s

bbi
Bo

In the last article, we
discussed three things
that you could do to help
your loved one get better
faster: Staying hydrated,
getting enough sleep and
being physically active.
Someone once said, “sure
Katie, sounds easy for you
to say but I can’t get my
mom to drink enough water.” If this is your experience, you are not alone.
Today I will share tips
for improving hydration
in older adults, but first
here is why water is so
important. Approximately
75% of the human body
is made up of water and
fluids. Water/hydration is
the most important part
of health because ALL
bodily functions require
water. Adults need about
64 ounces of plain water

a day for the kidney and
the liver to function correctly. Water is to the
body what gasoline is to
a car. When there is not
enough water, the kidney
and the liver stop working
correctly the same way a
car stops running when
there is no gasoline. A
dehydrated patient can’t
do the therapy and soon,
Medicare would stop paying and your loved one
would have been deemed
“plateaued” in our rehab
language. If you can
improve your loved one’s
water intake, you will see
an improvement in their
energy level and their
ability to tolerate exercises and therapy.
Here are my top two
tips for improving water
intake.

#1: Flavor the water
with either fresh mint
leaves, cucumber slices,
orange slices or pink
grapefruit slices. The
trick about the mint is to
take about six to 10 mint
leaves and gently tap them
about six to 10 times and
put into a jar of filtered
water. Tapping the leaves
releases the taste and
flavor into the water.
#2: Use a short glass
and offer only one to two
ounces of water at a time
and offer every half to one
hour. If you fill a tall glass
with water, it could be
over whelming and your
loved one will not drink
enough. This is especially
true for someone challenged with dementia.
Until next time, take good
care and stay hydrated.

Katie Klem is a certified elder care consultant and
CCO of COMFORT Makers & Comforting Medical Supply.
139 N. 21st St., St. Helens, OR 97051
Phone: 503-369-2460
Email: Katie@comfort-makers.com

www.thechronicleonline.com
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NW Oregon’s employment bright spot

Courtesy photo from Scappoose Fire

First responders brought one individual to safety and drained excess water taken on by this 85-foot vessel
on the Columbia River south of Scappoose.

Large vessel saved from capsizing
STAFF REPORT
chroniclenews@countrymedia.net

A vessel has been up
righted, after nearly capsizing along the Columbia
River south of Scappoose.
A Scappoose Fire
District crew responded to
the late afternoon Jan. 6
incident, in the 34000 block
of Johnson Landing Road.
As first responders arrived, the 85-foot vessel
was taking on water and
two of the vessel’s three
bulkheads were full of
water.

STORM
From Page A1

reactivation or the combination of factors talked about in
the above question.”
People, structures and
roads located below steep
slopes in canyons and near
the mouths of canyons may
be at serious risk. Dangerous
places can include:
• Canyon bottoms, stream
channels and areas of rock
and soil accumulation at the
outlets of canyons.
• Bases of steep hillsides.
• Road cuts or other areas
where slopes of hills have
been excavated or oversteepened.
• Places where slides or
debris flows have occurred in
the past.
According to DOGAMI’s
A Homeowners Guide to
Landslides, a landslide is
the downward slope movement of rock, soil or debris.
Debris flow, earth flow, rock
fall, mudflow, mudslide,
and slump are also terms for
landslide.
Landslides can take human life. However, even a
few inches of slope movement can disrupt septic, sewer
and water lines and crack
foundations severely damaging or destroying your home,
according to the guide.
If you live on or near a
steep slope, the guide encourages you to look for warning
signs of landslides by evaluating your property for signs of
landslide movement. Many,
but not all, signs of landslide
activity are listed below. A
high score may indicate the
presence of a landslide.

The vessel’s resident
was evacuated while first
responders worked to stabilize the craft. No injuries were reported in the
incident.
Utilizing two trash
pumps, first responders
were able to dewater two of
the holds that were flooded
on the vessel, according to
a release from Scappoose
Fire. Once the water was
removed, crews found two
holes where water was
entering the vessel. Crews
were able to plug both holes
stopping the leak and the

boat was completely dewatered, averting the vessel
from capsizing.
Sauvie Island Fire
District provided a volunteer engine company to
assist with the emergency
response and the Scappoose
Ace Hardware store provided the appropriate plug
to stop the leak.
Specific details about
what caused the water leak
were not immediately available.
The owner was lodged in
a hotel for the night pending repairs to the vessel.

Inside Your Home:

also keeping a close watch
on the landslide potential in
Columbia County following
significant rainstorms.
ODOT officials said there
are a number of areas on all
of the Oregon coast range
highways that are being
monitored daily for slides
by ODOT crews, including
on Highway 30 at milepost
33 and milepost 39 between
Columbia City and Rainier.
ODOT conducted a $1.3
million rockfall repair in
2018 to scale back a rocky
cliff to solve a landslide
threat at milepost 63 near
Clatskanie.
During periods of heavy
rainfall, travelers should recognize that there is a higher
likelihood that slides can
happen, according to ODOT
officials, who said drives
need to slow down, drive
carefully, pay attention to
their driving, avoid distractions, and watch for hazards.
According to DOGAMI,
average annual repair costs
for landslides in Oregon
exceed $10 million, and
severe winter storm losses
can exceed $100 million. As
population growth continues and development into
landslide susceptible terrain
occurs, damage and loss
from this natural hazard will
continue to grow.

• Cracks in walls
• Nails popping out of
walls
• Bulging walls
• Separation of chimney
from walls
• Creaking/popping
noises
• Light switches coming
out of walls
• Doors/windows hard to
shut
• Twisted beams
• Cracks in floors
• Water seeping into basement
Outside Your Home:
• Changes in surface
drainage
• Bulges in retaining
walls or tilting of walls
• Cracks developing in
the soil
• Pistol-butted or bent
trees
• Broken water, utility, or
sewer lines
• Cracks in sidewalks or
foundation
• Stretched or leaning
utility lines
The guide also recommends actions property
owners can take to reduce the
chances of landslides, which
include:
• Draining water from
surface runoff, downspouts,
and driveways well away
from slopes.
• Planting native ground
cover on slopes.
• Consulting with a professional before significantly
altering existing slopes uphill
or downslope of your home.
The Oregon Department
of Transportation (ODOT) is

For more
information:Visit https://
www.oregongeology.org/
Landslide/landslidehome.htm
View the DOGAMI web
map to see landslide areas
https://gis.dogami.oregon.
gov/maps/slido/
View the homeowner’s
guide to landslides at https://
www.oregongeology.org/
Landslide/ger_homeowners_guide_landslides.pdf.

Tidewater Contractors, Inc. is looking to hire a

Shop Supervisor
to join its Brookings, Oregon crew.

Requirements:

• At least 3 years supervision experience
• At least 5 years work experience in a heavy
equipment/truck repair role

Apply with resume:
Tidewater Contractors, Inc.
16156 Hwy. 101 S., PO Box 1956
Office: 541-469-5341 • Fax: 541-469-5543
Email: info@TWContractors.com

Tidewater
Contractors
is an

EOE Employer

Courtesy from the Oregon Employment Department

ERIK KNODER
Chronicle Guest Article

Fast Fact
The construction industry does not make
up an unsustainable
share of the economy
in Northwest Oregon.
Instead, the industry is
growing moderately in
response to a real and
sustained increase in
housing demand.
Northwest Oregon has
had its share of bad news
in 2021 as businesses have
struggled to find customers
or staff, or both, but the construction industry has been a
bright spot for the region.
In St. Helens and Scappoose, you can spot a number
of building projects that are
adding to the employment
levels and to the city’s overall
economic growth.
By the numbers
Construction employment
in Columbia, Clatsop, Lincoln, and Tillamook counties
climbed to around 3,100 jobs
during the summer of 2021
and seemed to be having just
a small seasonal drop as the
industry headed into winter.
The last time employment
was this high was during the
housing boom of 2006 to
2008. This time the growth
looks much more sustainable.
From about 2005 through
2015 the construction industry experienced a classic
boom and bust fueled by
speculative investment followed by financial collapse.
Since then the industry has
seen solid but not explosive

Metro Creative Connection

Construction employment in Columbia, Clatsop, Lincoln, and Tillamook counties climbed to around 3,100 jobs during the summer
of 2021 and seemed to be having just a small seasonal drop as the
industry headed into winter.

growth in employment.
House prices themselves
may be increasing faster than
they can sustain in the long
run, but construction employment growth has been more
moderate. Over the last 20
years from November 2001
to November 2021 construction employment increased
in 23% in Columbia County,
54% in Clatsop County,
88% in Lincoln County, and
45% in Tillamook County.
(Comparable figures are not
available for Benton County
because the construction
industry is combined with
mining and logging.)
Employment growth
This growth in construction employment has been
faster than comparable
overall employment growth
and faster than population
growth. Overall growth in
nonfarm payroll employment
was 18% in Columbia County, 21% in Clatsop County,
3% in Lincoln County, and
17% in Tillamook County.
Population growth from
2001 through 2021 was 19%
in Columbia County, 16%
in Clatsop County, 13% in
Lincoln County, and 13% in

Tillamook County.
Does this mean the construction industry is heading
for another boom and bust?
Probably not, at least in the
foreseeable future. Not only
are lending standards more
strict than during the boom of
the mid-2000s, but the construction industry’s share of
total employment in the four
counties is pretty typical.
Statewide, the construction industry comprises 5.9%
of total nonfarm payroll
employment. It has the same
share in Columbia and Clatsop counties and is below
this share in Lincoln County
(4.6%) and Tillamook
County (4.7%). Additionally,
these shares have grown only
slowly over the past 20 years.
Bottom line
In summary, the construction industry does not make
up an unsustainable share of
the economy in Northwest
Oregon. Instead, the industry
is growing moderately in response to a real and sustained
increase in housing demand.
Erik Knoder is a regional
economist with the Oregon
Employment Department. He
may be reached at 541-3515595.

Winter usually means higher power bills
MICHAEL J. SYKES
Sponsored content

Electric bills are generally higher during the winter
months. This may be caused
by a variety of factors, but the
weather is typically the main
culprit.
The colder it is outside, the
more energy it takes to heat
your home. Even if you don’t
touch your thermostat, your
heating system must work
longer to maintain the same
temperature indoors when the
weather outdoors is colder.
The average daily temperature in December was eight
degrees colder than it was in
November. That means that if
you kept your thermostat set to
70 every day of both months,
your heating system had to
work that much harder in
December to make up for the
eight-degree difference.
In the short term, you can
help offset this difference by
lowering the thermostat a few
degrees in your house and
bundling up in sweaters and
blankets. If you have central
heat, you can turn down your
thermostat and use a space
heater in the room you use the
most. Please keep in mind that
running one standard 1,500watt space heater eight hours a
day for 30 days will cost about
$25 in energy charges.
(If you’re curious how to
calculate exact costs, take the
number of watts an appliance
uses – 1,500 in this case – and
divide by 1,000 to get the
number of kilowatts. Multiply
that number – 1.5 in this case
– by the number of hours used
(8 hours per day x 30 days =
240 hours). Once you have
that figure – 360 in this case

– multiply by our energy cost
of $0.0719 and you’ll get your
average monthly cost of using
a particular appliance.)
Another factor may be the
length of your billing cycle.
Our billing cycles at Columbia
River PUD can range from
28 days to 34 days. The good
news is that when a billing
cycle is a little longer one
month, it’s likely shorter the
next.
If you’ve been in your
home for at least 12 months,
you’re eligible to sign up for
our Budget Pay program. With
Budget Pay, you pay the same
amount every month of the
year. That amount is calculated based on your previous
12 months of usage and is
adjusted each year in March.
New Budget Pay plans are set
up only in March.
Over the course of the
pandemic and especially during the holidays, many people
have spent more time at home.
That can mean more cooking,
more loads in the dishwasher,
more computer usage, more
TV watching, more lights on,
etc. All these things add up.
With our SmartHub
app, you can see how much
electricity you’re using every

month, every day, and even
every hour. With the click of
a button, you can see your
hourly electric costs. This can
be a helpful tool in identifying
where your electric costs are
going.
If you’d like further help
figuring out ways to save on
your electric bill, let us know.
We partner with Efficiency
Services Group (ESG) to
conduct free home energy
evaluations. These evaluations
may help determine how you
can improve your home’s efficiency.
You can request a home
energy evaluation by going to crpud.net/evaluations,
or by calling ESG at (888)
883-9879. If you have any
other questions about your bill,
please give us a call at (503)
397-0590 or email us at info@
crpud.org.

Michael J. Sykes
General Manager,
Columbia River PUD
Columbia County’s trusted local news source
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Tax Tips
2022
The Chronicle has complied the following recommendations from the Oregon
Department of Revenue
(ODR) and the Internal Revenue Service (IRS) designed
to help you navigate successfully through the tax season.
The Oregon Department
of Revenue
The ODR website offers a number of links with
information about Revenue’s
Withholding Calculator,
choosing a reputable tax return preparer, getting access
to our forms and publications, and a frequently asked
questions page.
“We encourage taxpayers to begin gathering their
tax related documents and
records, waiting for their
W-2 from their employer,
and expect that returns will
not begin processing until
sometime in mid-February,”
The ODR Public Information
Officer Rich Hoover said.
“Taxpayers can make sure
their information is current at
Revenue Online.”
Gather and organize
your tax records
Organized tax records
make preparing a complete
and accurate tax return easier
and to avoid errors. Wait to
file until you have your tax
records including:
• Forms W-2 from your
employer(s)
• Forms 1099 from banks,
issuing agencies and other
payers including unemployment compensation, dividends, distributions from a
pension, annuity, retirement
plan, or other non-employee
compensation
• Form 1099-K, 1099MISC, 1099-NEC, W-2
or other income statement
if you worked in the gig
economy
• Form 1099-INT if you
were paid interest
Make sure you’ve
withheld enough tax
“Withholding” is the
portion of your wages you
have withheld from your

paychecks to cover your
anticipated annual income
tax liability. Your employer
withholds the amount you
specify—based on how you
fill out the state OR-W-4
and federal W-4 —and sends
them to the Oregon Department of Revenue and the
IRS, where it’s applied to
your tax account. You can
check if you are having
enough withheld at the DOR
Withholding Calculator.
Use a bank account to
speed tax refunds with
direct deposit
File electronically, choose
direct deposit and you will
get a refund faster. Information is available at the IRS
website.
According to the IRS,
eight out of 10 taxpayers get
their refunds by using direct
deposit. It is simple, safe and
secure. This is the same electronic transfer system used
to deposit nearly 98 percent
of all Social Security and
Veterans Affairs benefits into
millions of accounts.
Combining direct deposit
with electronic filing is the
fastest way to receive your

refund. IRS issues more than
nine out of 10 refunds in less
than 21 days. Taxpayers who
used direct deposit for their
tax returns also received their
economic impact payments
quicker.
Choose a reputable tax
return preparer
Taxpayers should choose
a tax return preparer wisely.
This is important because
taxpayers are responsible for
all the information on their
return, no matter who prepares it for them. The Oregon
Board of Tax Practitioners
offers a Licensee Lookup
web site. The IRS has a website with information.
IRS warning
The Internal Revenue
Service (IRS) offers the following information about tax
scams and fraud.
Impersonation telephone
scams
A sophisticated phone
scam targeting taxpayers,
including recent immigrants,
has been making the rounds

throughout the country.
Callers claim to be IRS
employees, using fake names
and bogus IRS identification badge numbers. They
may know a lot about their
targets, and they usually alter
the caller ID to make it look
like the IRS is calling.
Victims are told they owe
money to the IRS and it must
be paid promptly through
a gift card or wire transfer.
Victims may be threatened
with arrest, deportation or
suspension of a business or
driver’s license. In many cases, the caller becomes hostile
and insulting. Victims may
be told they have a refund
due to try to trick them into
sharing private information.
If the phone isn’t answered,
the scammers often leave an
“urgent” callback request.
Note the IRS doesn’t:
• Call to demand immediate payment using a specific
payment method such as a
prepaid debit card, gift card
or wire transfer. Generally,
the IRS will first mail you a
bill if you owe any taxes.
• Threaten to bring in
local police or other law-

enforcement groups to have
you arrested for not paying.
• Demand payment without giving you the opportunity to question or appeal the
amount they say you owe.
• Ask for credit or
debit card numbers over the
phone.

dicates - are redoubling their
efforts to gather personal
data to file fraudulent federal
and state income tax returns.
The Security Summit has
a campaign aimed at tax
professionals.
Every tax professional in
the United States - whether a
member of a major accounting firm or an owner of a
one-person storefront - is a
potential target for highly
sophisticated, well-funded
and technologically adept
cybercriminals around the
world.
Their objective: to steal
your clients’ data so they can
file fraudulent tax returns
that better impersonate their
victims and are harder to
detect. Their tactics: using
email, the phone or other
means to trick you into giving up computer passwords,
e-Services passwords, to
steal your EFINs or CAF
numbers or even to take
remote control of your entire
computer system.
Protecting client data
also is the law. Federal Trade
Commission regulations
require professional tax
preparers to create and enact
security plans to protect client data.
Fraudsters posing as
Taxpayer Advocacy Panel

Scams targeting tax
professionals

Some taxpayers receive
emails that appear to be from
the Taxpayer Advocacy Panel (TAP) about a tax refund.
These emails are a phishing
scam, trying to trick victims
into providing personal and
financial information. Do not
respond or click any link.
If you receive this scam,
forward it to phishing@irs.
gov and note that it seems to
be a scam phishing for your
information.
TAP is a volunteer board
that advises the IRS on
systemic issues affecting
taxpayers. It never requests,
and does not have access to,
any taxpayer’s personal and
financial information.

Increasingly, tax professionals are being targeted
by identity thieves. These
criminals - many of them
sophisticated, organized syn-

If you have questions
about your taxes, call the
Oregon Revenue Department
at 1-800-356-4222 or the
IRS at 844-545-5640.

Ghost preparers
The Internal Revenue
Service (IRS) urges taxpayers to be cautious of who
prepares their tax statements.
The IRS warns taxpayers
to avoid unethical tax return
preparers, known as ghost
preparers. A ghost preparer
is someone who doesn’t sign
tax returns they prepare. Not
signing a return is a red flag
that the paid preparer may
be looking to make a quick
profit by promising a big refund or charging fees based
on the size of the refund.

LIBERTY

BOOKKEEPING & TAX

503-397-4527
Licensed tax consultants

Keep up with tax news
and updates online
www.thechronicleonline.com
503-397-0116 • 1805 Columbia Blvd.
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