
UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT

FOR THE SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF GEORGIA

SAVANNAH DIVISION

CENTER FOR A SUSTAINABLE COAST, INC. *
*

Plaintiff, * CIVIL ACTION FILE NO^ ̂  .
CV418'254

V.

I

THE UNITED STATES ARMY CORPS OF *

ENGINEERS, Lieutenant General TODD T. *

SEMONITE, in his official capacity as *

Commanding General of the U.S. Army Corps of *

Engineers, Colonel DANIEL HIBNER in his *

official capacity as District Commander of the *

Savannah District, and TUNIS McELWAIN, in his *

official capacity as Chief of the Regulatory Branch *

of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, *

Defendants. *

COMPLAINT FOR DECLARATORY AND INJUNCTIVE RELIEF'

INTRODUCTION

1.

This action challenges the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers' issuance of a § 404 permit to

Sea Island Acquisition, LLC ("SIA") allowing SIA to significantly alter the beach, dunes and

sand sharing system on Sea Island, particularly in on the Spit — a sensitive, pristine, fragile, and

undeveloped piece of land at the southern end of Sea Island, the primary purpose for which is to

protect eight undeveloped lots SIA seeks to develop as part of a proposed development known as

the Reserve at Sea Island. The permit authorizes the construction of a new T-head groin in front

' This action is related to the recently filed action: Ahamaha Riverkeeper, el al v. The United

States Army Corps of Engineers, et al.. United States District Court for the Southern District of
Georgia, Civil Action No. 4:18-CV-00251-JRH-JEG.
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY PERMIT

PERMITTEE: Mr. William McHugh, Jr., Sea Island Acquisition, LLC

PERMIT NUMBER: SAS-2015-00742

ISSUING OFFICE:

Savannah District

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

100 West Ogiethorpe Avenue

Savannah, Georgia 31401

NOTE: The term "you" and its derivatives used in this permit, means the permittee or

any future transferee. The term "this office" refers to the appropriate District or Division
office of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers having jurisdiction over the permitted activity

or the appropriate official of that office acting under the authority of the commanding

officer.

You are authorized to perform work in accordance with the terms and conditions

specified below.

PROJECT DESCRIPTiON; To construct and maintain a newT-head groin south of the

existing southern groin and place sand along approximately 17,000 linear feet (LF) of

beach located between an existing north groin, and the newT-head groin. A hydraulic

cutter-head dredge will pump between 1,315,000 to 2,500,000 cubic yards (CY) of sand

from the offshore source, to various locations along the beach. Temporary

sand-training dikes will be constructed on the beach, and used to contain the discharge

of sand and water, parallel to the shore. Once it is dewatered, bulldozers and other

equipment will be used to move the sand up and down the beach, to shape the beach to

the design template. Following completion of beach renourishment, sand fencing

and/or native vegetation will be installed in strategic locations in the dunes in

accordance with a Georgia Department of Natural Resources (DNR)-approved

vegetation plan.

The project will consist of the following four reaches: Reach 1 extends 1,200' south

of the southern groin (i.e. to the new groin); Reach A extends 4,000 LF north of the

southern groin to approximately East 9"^ Street; Reach B extends 9,000 LF from East 9"^

Street to East 34"^ Street; and Reach C extends 3,500 LF from East 34'^ Street to the

northern groin. Subsequent sand recycling activities would be accomplished with

excavators, dump trucks, and other heavy equipment. Recycling activities will occur

during/for the following times/reasons: (1) up to once per year outside of turtle nesting

season to maintain the project; (2) at any time to correct unusual erosion rates or to

correct damage caused by discrete events, upon notice to the Corps, Georgia

Department of Natural Resource, Coastal Resources Division (Georgia CRD); and (3)

RECEIVED

Check for $ 10^/ qrp , „
1? / D i FffD F 4 A on ^

CESAS-RD

Case 4:18-cv-00254-RSB-JEG   Document 1-2   Filed 11/02/18   Page 1 of 38



Case 4:18-cv-00254-RSB-JEG   Document 1-2   Filed 11/02/18   Page 2 of 38



Case 4:18-cv-00254-RSB-JEG   Document 1-2   Filed 11/02/18   Page 3 of 38



Case 4:18-cv-00254-RSB-JEG   Document 1-2   Filed 11/02/18   Page 4 of 38



Case 4:18-cv-00254-RSB-JEG   Document 1-2   Filed 11/02/18   Page 5 of 38



Case 4:18-cv-00254-RSB-JEG   Document 1-2   Filed 11/02/18   Page 6 of 38



Case 4:18-cv-00254-RSB-JEG   Document 1-2   Filed 11/02/18   Page 7 of 38



Case 4:18-cv-00254-RSB-JEG   Document 1-2   Filed 11/02/18   Page 8 of 38



Case 4:18-cv-00254-RSB-JEG   Document 1-2   Filed 11/02/18   Page 9 of 38



Case 4:18-cv-00254-RSB-JEG   Document 1-2   Filed 11/02/18   Page 10 of 38



Case 4:18-cv-00254-RSB-JEG   Document 1-2   Filed 11/02/18   Page 11 of 38



Case 4:18-cv-00254-RSB-JEG   Document 1-2   Filed 11/02/18   Page 12 of 38



Case 4:18-cv-00254-RSB-JEG   Document 1-2   Filed 11/02/18   Page 13 of 38



Case 4:18-cv-00254-RSB-JEG   Document 1-2   Filed 11/02/18   Page 14 of 38



Case 4:18-cv-00254-RSB-JEG   Document 1-2   Filed 11/02/18   Page 15 of 38



Case 4:18-cv-00254-RSB-JEG   Document 1-2   Filed 11/02/18   Page 16 of 38



Case 4:18-cv-00254-RSB-JEG   Document 1-2   Filed 11/02/18   Page 17 of 38



Case 4:18-cv-00254-RSB-JEG   Document 1-2   Filed 11/02/18   Page 18 of 38



Case 4:18-cv-00254-RSB-JEG   Document 1-2   Filed 11/02/18   Page 19 of 38



Case 4:18-cv-00254-RSB-JEG   Document 1-2   Filed 11/02/18   Page 20 of 38



Case 4:18-cv-00254-RSB-JEG   Document 1-2   Filed 11/02/18   Page 21 of 38



Case 4:18-cv-00254-RSB-JEG   Document 1-2   Filed 11/02/18   Page 22 of 38



Case 4:18-cv-00254-RSB-JEG   Document 1-2   Filed 11/02/18   Page 23 of 38



Case 4:18-cv-00254-RSB-JEG   Document 1-2   Filed 11/02/18   Page 24 of 38



Case 4:18-cv-00254-RSB-JEG   Document 1-2   Filed 11/02/18   Page 25 of 38



Case 4:18-cv-00254-RSB-JEG   Document 1-2   Filed 11/02/18   Page 26 of 38



Case 4:18-cv-00254-RSB-JEG   Document 1-2   Filed 11/02/18   Page 27 of 38



Case 4:18-cv-00254-RSB-JEG   Document 1-2   Filed 11/02/18   Page 28 of 38



Case 4:18-cv-00254-RSB-JEG   Document 1-2   Filed 11/02/18   Page 29 of 38



Case 4:18-cv-00254-RSB-JEG   Document 1-2   Filed 11/02/18   Page 30 of 38



Case 4:18-cv-00254-RSB-JEG   Document 1-2   Filed 11/02/18   Page 31 of 38



Case 4:18-cv-00254-RSB-JEG   Document 1-2   Filed 11/02/18   Page 32 of 38



Case 4:18-cv-00254-RSB-JEG   Document 1-2   Filed 11/02/18   Page 33 of 38



Case 4:18-cv-00254-RSB-JEG   Document 1-2   Filed 11/02/18   Page 34 of 38



Case 4:18-cv-00254-RSB-JEG   Document 1-2   Filed 11/02/18   Page 35 of 38



Case 4:18-cv-00254-RSB-JEG   Document 1-2   Filed 11/02/18   Page 36 of 38



Case 4:18-cv-00254-RSB-JEG   Document 1-2   Filed 11/02/18   Page 37 of 38



Case 4:18-cv-00254-RSB-JEG   Document 1-2   Filed 11/02/18   Page 38 of 38


