
The Pierce County Board of 
Education approved a traffi c 
study for the U.S. Highway 84/
County Farm Road school zone 
even as Blackshear offi cials are 
still waiting to hear a fi nal rec-
ommendation from Department 
of Transportation offi cials for 
the intersection.

That’s where long-time fi re-
fi ghter Johnnie Anderson was 
struck while directing school 
traffi c last month. No word 
from DOT hasn’t stopped local 
offi cials from actively pursuing 
other potential safety fi xes for 
the area.

Anderson continues to slowly 
recover from his injuries and is 
undergoing rehabilitation. Doc-
tors have reportedly begun dis-
cussing tentative dates for An-
derson’s release to come home to 
Blackshear.

Police Chief Chris Wright 
advised the city council of two 
of those possible solutions at 
a work session Monday night 
and presented one to the school 
board Monday evening.  

One possible solution in-
volves the “Red Speed School 
Zone Safety Program.”

The program will allow the 
city to install highly specialized, 
precision type speed zone cam-
eras on that section of Hwy. 84 
— a provision now allowed by 
state law in school zones. DOT 
offi cials suggested the city con-
sider installing the cameras at a 
meeting several weeks ago.

The cameras would clock 
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This little light of mine, 
I’m gonna let it shine … 

Most Americans can’t 
recall when they were fi rst 
taught “This Little Light of 
Mine” as a child. Was it at 
Sunday School, at home, at 
school? Did a grandparent or 
family member teach them 
the catchy tune perhaps? The 
words and fi nger motions are 
nearly ingrained in our sub-
conscious. 

That’s not the case for 
children living in Palestin-
ian West Bank communities  
— many of whom have never 
heard who Jesus is.

The year was 2001.  The 
West Bank was (and still is) 
a place of volatility, political 
and physical confl ict.  But, 
short-term missionaries from 

this South Georgia commu-
nity traveled bravely to a 
private Christian school in 
Bethlehem. They taught a 
Bible lesson and gave each 
child a fl ashlight to show 

them how “Jesus is the light 
of the world.”  Many of those 
children were Muslim.

Later that night a bomb-
ing  — routine occurrence for 

Continued on Page 10

The board of education gave tentative 
approval to advertise a $34.89 million bud-
get for 2019-2020 including almost $2.9 mil-
lion in new spending largely for staff raises. 

The budget projects no millage rate in-
crease.

Assistant superintendent for fi nance 
LeVance Gay discussed the spending plan 
with board members during an hour long 
presentation at last Thursday’s work ses-
sion.

“Despite the signifi cant increase in 
spending, we still have a budget that bal-
ances and we are still projecting a fund bal-
ance at the end of the year identical to this 
year at about $7.1 million,” Gay said. 

Gay said he anticipates leaving the mill-
age rate the same as last year at 16.695 
mills.

The assistant superintendent said the 
raises comprise about 79 percent of the new 
spending this year. 

About $1.56 million of the increase in 
the 2019-2020 budget will come from the 
state to fund a $3,000 pay raise for teachers 
that was part of a campaign pledge by 
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Investigation into a shooting in 
Blackshear last summer reached a 
conclusion last week. 

Blackshear resident Rocquel 
McNair, charged with aggravat-
ed assault in the June 23, 2018 
shooting of Wilbur Hightower, was 
sentenced to 10 years probation in 
Superior Court, instructed to have 
no contact with Hightower, and re-
leased last Tuesday. 

McNair had been in custody 
since his arrest a few hours after 
the shooting occurred, a pe-
riod of just under 12 months.

McNair reportedly shot 
Hightower at close range 
numerous times on Ann 
Street, behind the conve-
nience store at Ware and 
Hendry Streets. The shoot-
ing occurred at lunchtime 
that Saturday afternoon.

McNair was taken into 
custody later the same day in Pat-

terson and charged with aggravat-
ed assault, possession of a fi rearm 

by a convicted felon and pos-
session of a fi rearm during 
the commission of a crime.

Hightower, who has since 
recovered from his injuries, 
was transported to Memori-
al Hospital in Jacksonville 
for treatment. Preliminary 
reports indicated Hightow-
er was hit by multiple shots 
in major organs in the up-

per torso. 

McNair pleaded guilty to the 
aggravated assault charge. The 
weapon possession charges, how-
ever, were dropped, reportedly 
because the gun was never recov-
ered.

“It’s an odd case because he 
(Hightower) did get shot. We nor-
mally don’t give people like that 
probation ... normally you go to 
prison for this,” says District At-
torney George Barnhill. “Wilbur 
Hightower was there and was 

Continued on Page 2A

 THIS NEWSPAPER WAS PLACED IN THE MAIL TO YOU ON TUESDAY AFTERNOON. IF IT ARRIVES LATE, PLEASE CONTACT YOUR POSTMASTER. © 2019 The Blackshear Times

If you paid $1 for this paper off 
a news rack, we thank you! You 
can save $17 per year by having 
it delivered to your mailbox 
each week by subscribing online 
at theblacksheartimes.com or 
calling our offi ce at 449-6693.

Weekly Savings
•Wall’s IGA  • Harveys  
• Dollar General • Kroger
• Tractor Supply

*****
INTEREST FREE

FINANCING!

EASY
IN-STORE

†FINANCING!On purchases of $1999 or more with your Synchrony Financial credit card made between 
2/27/18 and 3/24/18. 48 equal monthly payments required. See back page for details.

**
CREDIT CHECK

OPTION AVAILABLE!

OROR

GET QUICK & EASY PRE-APPROVAL: gibsonmcdonald.com

STREEEEETCH YOUR TAX REFUND AT GIBSON MCDONALD!

NO48months
309 E. Main St.
Blackshear

449-5284

GET QUICK & EASY PRE-APPROVAL: gibsonmcdonald.com

WHY WAIT? Get The Quality Furniture You Need At Gibson MCDonald!

The Blackshear Times
www.theblacksheartimes.com

 BLACKSHEAR, GEORGIA 31516  •  WEDNESDAY, MAY 8, 2019

 Liked by Many • Cussed by Some • Read by Them All
18 PAGES, TWO SECTIONS150th YEAR  •  ISSUE 19 • $1 including tax

Hometown
newspaper of

Jennifer Sapp

BY JASON DEAL

Staff  Writer

BY SARAH TARR GOVE

News Editor

BY SARAH TARR GOVE

News Editor

Holy Land natives 

‘need Jesus, too’

BOE: No 
tax hike 
proposed 
for 2020

Pictured l-r: Andrea DeLoach, Gina Rowell and Gabby Hill (from Dalton, Ga) participate in an archae-
ological Sifting Project at the City of David in Jerusalem, looking at coins and artifacts from the 
Byzantine period.

Rowell teaches students in a West Bank school about trusting in 
the Lord and listening for his voice.

SMILE!
Could cameras
be answer for
school zone
speeding and
traffi c worries?

School board approves $34M 
tentative budget for next year

Locals teach, minister to students in West Bank school

Pay up! 
Tax sale 
is June 4

If you haven’t paid taxes on 
your property, you might want 
to take care of it.

The county will hold a delin-
quent tax sale Tuesday, June 
4.

The sales are in keeping 
with efforts by Tax Commis-
sioner Terresa Davis to collect 
back taxes.

“I am keeping my commit-
ment to taxpayers to hold tax 
sales regularly” says Davis. 
“Collection of past due taxes 
are part of my duties and it is 
what the citizens elected me to 
do.”

A total of 56 parcels of local 
property representing some 
$101,434.99 in delinquent 
taxes will be sold here on the 
courthouse steps next month. 
The past-due amounts range 
from a low of $621.77 to a high 
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McNair gets probation for shooting last summer

Beats & Eats a 
rockin’ good time — Page 10

Rocquel 

McNair
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