
The new Pierce County 
High School is a building for 
the future — both for the stu-
dents who will fi ll its halls 
and for the community as a 

place of local pride. 
That sentiment was ex-

pressed Thursday as more 
than 75 school, county and 
city offi cials took a tour of the 
nearly completed building. 

Michael Chaloult, archi-
tect with SP Design Group of 

Macon, gave a guided tour of 
the facility along with Mike 
Parker, also of SP Design 
Group and Tim Lentile of 
Lentile Construction of Dub-
lin. Chaloult and Parker are 
the architects of the new 
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Local talents shine 
in new art gallery
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Could Patterson become an 
art mecca for Southeast Geor-
gia?

Members of a newly formed 
art committee sure hope so. The 
group of local artists has part-
nered with the city to open Pat-
terson Art Gallery in Eagle Sta-
tion, a space for Pierce County 

artists and others from around 
the region to display and sell 
their work.

The gallery will be open to 
the public this weekend for 
Christmas in July, an arts and 
craft festival organized to debut 
the gallery and raise funds for 
its continued maintenance and 
expansion. (See related story).

Patterson Art Gallery was 
the brainchild of Mayor Dedi 

Thomas who read about Lake 
City, a small South Carolina 
town, that opened an art gal-
lery. The gallery transformed 
the town and brought economic 
growth to the area. Lake City 
was named the ‘Best Small-
Town Cultural Scene’ by USA 
Today last year.

“It’s caused that community 
to grow a great deal … I 
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Signal at 
Hwy. 84, 
Co. Farm
on today

Be prepared to follow new traffi c sig-
nals at U.S. Highway 84 and County 
Farm Road.

New traffi c lights installed at the in-
tersection will reportedly be operational 
today, Wednesday, July 24. Signal acti-
vation is contingent, however, on weath-
er and “other factors,” state transporta-
tion offi cials say.

Flashing signs along Hwy. 84 near 
the intersection advised motorists of the 
activation date last week.

The Department of Transportation 
(DOT) fi nished construction of the sig-
nals ahead of schedule. Their initial 
project completion date was August 6.

The new signals include a fl ashing 
yellow arrow (FYA) – the fi rst one DOT 
has constructed in Pierce County.

“The fl ashing yellow arrow’s primary 
Continued on Page 5

A Bristol man was one of nine men 
arrested in a federal child sex traffi cking 
sting last week in Camden County. 

Alvaro Hernandez, 35, 
has been indicted and 
charged with attempted 
coercion and enticement 
in the sting. 

“Operation Do You 
Know Your Neighbor?” 
was coordinated by the 
Georgia Bureau of Inves-
tigation’s Internet Crimes 
Against Children Task 
Force in late March and 
targeted adults who were 
seeking children for indecent purposes, 
said Bobby L. Christine, U.S. Attorney for 
the Southern District of Georgia.

“It’s always troubling that there are 
adults who seek to prey on underage chil-
dren for their own gratifi cation,” U.S. At-
torney Christine said. “Anyone with such 
disturbing proclivities should be reminded 
that our law enforcement agencies are dil-
igent in their efforts to fi nd them and pre-
vent the exploitation of innocent children.”

Others arrested include Daven Jones of 
Jacksonville, FL, John Torrance of Naples, 
FL, Joshua Weaver, 34, of St. Marys, Dylan 
Wescott, 27, of Orange Park, FL, Charles 
Barreras, 48, of Kingsland, Matthew Cof-
fey, 37, of Brunswick, Marquise Little, 22, 
of Kingsland and Trevor Rountree, 28 of 
Orange Park, FL. 

Charges for the men include attempted 
coercion and enticement, travel with in-
tent to engage in illicit sexual activity and 

Continued on Page 2

Center photo: Sisters and fellow artists, Rhonda 
Cooper and Sybil Lee, share a laugh while taking a 
break from setting up exhibits in the Patterson Art 
Gallery housed in Eagle Station. Clockwise: A paint-
ing by Waycross artist, Roland Thurston, is displayed 
in the gallery; Sybil Lee explains her inspiration for a 

nature scene displayed in the new gallery; A bright 
watercolor painting by Rhonda Cooper; Jane Callahan, 
local teacher and member of the art committee, has 
displayed her fl amingo painting at the Patterson Art 
Gallery; Lisa McAtamney specializes in nature photog-
raphy. Her work is also exhibited at the gallery.

Bristol man 
charged in 
sex sting

DOT: Flashing yellow arrow 
is fi rst installed in Pierce Co.

Bank to maintain Patt’son branch

Exhibits will be open for festival at Eagle Station Saturday
First Southern 
moves HQ
to Waycross

First Southern Bank has moved its 
headquarters to Waycross, but will still 
maintain an offi ce in Patterson. 

Established as The Patterson Bank in 
1907, the historic banking institution was 
purchased by a group of 32 area business 
leaders in May 2013 and changed its name 
to First Southern Bank. 

William E. “Bill” Hughes Jr., president 
of First Southern Bank, said Friday the 
bank will continue to maintain an offi ce in 
Patterson. 

“We will be moving our administrative 
offi ces to Waycross because that is more 
centrally located to our branches,” he says. 

Hughes described the move as a house-
keeping move. 

“Our administrative and processing 
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School Supt. Dr. Kevin Smith addresses those attend-
ing a tour of the new PCHS outside of the school. Archi-
tect Mike Parker looks on.

Offi  cials tour new school

Bears working hard in 
summer drills –  Page 6

Alvaro 
Hernandez

See the light


