
How big is local government?
Pierce Countians head out the 

door every day, and just like most 
Americans, they work hard to earn 
a paycheck, hoping to make each 
dollar stretch as far as possible. 
Bills start to pile up  — including 
property tax notices  — and hard 
working locals wonder how much 
it costs to run Pierce County.  

The answer? $47.8 million.
That’s $2,479 per man, woman 

and child every year. 
Of the $47.8 million it takes 

to run local government and fund 
education, $13.3 million, or $691 
per person, come from property 
taxes levied by the county, cities 
and school board. The rest is com-
prised of franchise and user fees, 
sales tax dollars, other taxes, state 
and federal funding, and grants.

$47.8 million seems small in 
comparison to a recently passed 
$4 trillion federal budget, but that 
amount is often more important 
than the trillions of dollars man-
aged by Uncle Sam, much of which 
never directly impacts quality of 
life in Pierce County. 

That $47.8 million has a direct 
impact on the quality of life locals 
enjoy, the integrity of the schools 
Pierce County children attend, 
and the safety and security of resi-
dents’ homes and property.

An examination of what it 
costs to operate local governments 
shows $32.8 million (68.53 per-
cent) goes toward education in 
Pierce County  — although only 

$7.3 million of that comes from 
local taxpayers.  Nearly 75 per-
cent of the school district’s general 
operating budget is funded by the 
state. (Another $4.6 million in ex-
penditures are budgeted through 
‘special revenue funds’ comprised 
of state and federal dollars, but 
that amount is not included in the 
aforementioned total cost of gov-

ernment.)
Pierce County government is 

second to the school district at 
19.49 percent of the total cost of 
local government with a budget of 
$9.3 million.

The City of Blackshear has a 
total budget of $4.5 million, in-
cluding $2.6 million in the general 
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How does Pierce compare 
to surrounding counties? 

• The cost of government 
in Pierce County is $169 
more per person than it is 
for our neighbors in Brantley 
County where it costs $2,310 
per person to keep the county 
running. 

• The cost of running local 
government in Pierce is $661 
less per person than in Ware 
County where it costs $3,140 
per person to operate city 
and county governments and 
fund the school system.

Editor’s Note: Calculations in 

these articles are based on U.S. 

Census data for Pierce, Ware and 

Brantley Counties, most recently 

updated in July 2017. According 

to the U.S. Census, 19,307 people 

live in Pierce County, 18,731 live 

in Brantley County and 35,871 

live in Ware County.

It costs more per person 
to run government in Pierce 
County now than it did 20 
years ago – But not as much 
as one might think.

• Twenty years ago it 
cost $22.3 million to operate 
local governments and fund 
education. Accounting for in-
fl ation, that’s approximately 
$33.8 million  — $14 million 
less than what it costs to 
keep Pierce County running 
in 2019. 

• That $22.3 million in 
1999 broke down to $1,500 
per person, or $2,275 by to-
day’s currency standard. Lo-
cals pay $204 more per per-
son per year than in 1999.
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Search on now for new coach

A new Pierce County Bears 
head football coach may be 

hired by the fi rst of next week. 
PCHS principal Dara Ben-

nett made that announce-
ment at Monday night’s 
school board meeting. 

“I would like to have some-
one in place as early as next 
week,” she said. “I have been 
interviewing today (Monday). 
We have a good program and 
good kids and we have good 
applicants.”

Bennett declined to iden-
tify any of the candidates for 
the post. 

The new coach will replace 
former Coach Jason Strick-
land who left last week to be-
come head coach of the Ware 
County Gators.

Several names have al-
ready begun circulating.

Athletic director Brandon 
“Rock” Jernigan, assistant
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Cole Cox, Owen Hopkins and Will Hines are all smiles at a recent 

Junior Cotillions Class formal event.

Jenny Strickland, a teller at PrimeSouth Bank in Blackshear counts out 

$2,479 in $1 bills. That’s how much it costs per person to run city and 

county governments and fund the school system in Pierce County.
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“Good manners will 

open doors that the best 

education cannot.” ~ 
Supreme Court Justice 
Clarence Thomas

People are constantly 

on the move – in a rush 
from one place to an-
other as they compete 
to accomplish an ev-
er-growing list of respon-
sibilities and climb the 
corporate ladder faster 
than their peers. No time 
for ‘please,’ ‘thank you’ 

or ‘how are you today?’ 
Good manners, pleasant-
ries and consideration of 
others is often neglected 
as the daily grind moves 
faster and faster.

Not so for Sara Rolli-
son. 
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Residents will soon see a 
$3 hike per month for solid 
waste service under a new 
contract between the county 
and Republic Services. 

The commission approved 
a one year contract extension 
with Republic at their regu-
lar meeting Tuesday night. 
As part of the extension the 
cost of monthly service will 
increase from $13 to $16 be-
ginning with the next billing 
cycle. 

County manager Jason 
Rubenbauer explained the 
one year deal is a “good faith” 
effort between the county and 
Republic to work out a better, 
long-term deal.

Republic is the successor 
company to the county’s orig-
inal vendor in 1996, South-
land Waste. The county has 
renewed its contract with the 
company in fi ve year deals 
since that time. The county’s 
current contract had been in 
place from 2013 and expired 
June 30, 2018. Since that 
time, County Manager Jason 
Rubenbauer and Republic’s 
area sales manager, Ivan 
Figueroa, have been in nego-
tiations for a new contract. 

Republic had asked that 
monthly rates increase to $17
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County 

garbage 

service 

rate to 

rise $3

SPLOST 
vote is 
June 18

Voters will go to the polls 
Tuesday, June 18, to decide 
whether to extend the coun-
ty’s special purpose local op-
tion sales tax (SPLOST). 

The county commission 
unanimously approved the 
call for a referendum at their 
regular meeting Tuesday 
night. 

The county commission 
was the last of the local gov-
ernments to approve the 
SPLOST.

The city councils in Black-
shear, Offerman and Patter-
son have already signed off 
on the agreement spelling 
out how the proceeds will be 
spent.  

The current SPLOST, ap-
proved in 2014, will sunset 
March 31, 2020 and the new 
tax would begin once the old 
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Sara Rollison teaches kids 

style, grace for their future

Jason Strickland

   Former Head Coach Jason Strickland 

will lead Ware Co. Gators next season
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How much does your 

local government cost?
Pierce budgets are near

$48 million to cover the

expense of all services

64th Annual Chamber 

of Commerce Gala is 

Thursday night 

– Page 2 for details!


