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2020 Census continues 

in spite of coronavirus

Census Day is April 1, but 

as the 2020 census rapidly ap-

proaches, many across the coun-

try wonder how the ongoing 

coronavirus pandemic will af-

fect the process.

The 2020 Census has sus-

pended fi eld operations for two 

weeks, but will otherwise pro-

ceed as normal. U.S. census of-

fi cials are encouraging citizens 

to complete the process online 

at my2020census.gov or fi ll out 

the questionnaire many have 

already received in the mail and 

mail it back. Pierce Countians 

can also call the census hotline 

at 1-844-330-2020 to complete 

the census by phone.

It has never been easier to 

respond on your own, wheth-

er online, over the phone or by 

mail — all without having to 

meet a census taker.

As of last week, over 5 mil-

lion Americans had responded 
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COVID-19 

hits Pierce

Pierce County has its fi rst reported case of 

coronavirus. 

The Southeast Health District confi rmed a 

local case Monday. However, area health offi -

cials appear to have the matter well in hand for 

now.

Due to patient privacy laws, health offi cials 

are not releasing further details regarding the 

patients’ age or sex.

Memorial Satilla Health and Georgia Phy-

sicians South have conducted COVID-19 tests. 

Appling Healthcare has not yet tested a patient 

for the virus at their local offi ce.

Doctors work to eliminate other possible 

illnesses, such as the fl u, before testing for 

COVID-19.

“We only have limited tests available so we 

are using clinical judgment on all cases,” says 

Dr. Brent Waters of Georgia Physicians South. 

“(We’re) testing all with fever for the fl u, which 

we are still seeing a few per day. If they are low 

risk and not acutely ill, then we either treat for 

bronchitis or do a respiratory panel which takes 

two days to come back and rules in or out a lot 

of common respiratory viruses.”

Georgia Physicians South followed that pro-

cedure for the one COVID-19 test they’ve taken 

so far.

“We did a fl u test and X-ray fi rst, then did 

a simultaneous respiratory panel with the 

COVID-19 test which takes 3-4 business days 

to get back. The test is a nasal swab like a fl u 

test but takes much longer to get back,” Waters 

explains.

Appling Healthcare physicians also rule out 
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Then, there were two.

The next superintendent of 

Pierce County Schools will be 

Pierce County 

High School Prin-

cipal Dara Ben-

nett or Midway 

Elementary prin-

cipal Dr. Walker 

Todd. 

The school 

board named Ben-

nett and Todd as 

fi nalists for the 

position following 

a three hour and 

47 minute closed 

session. Both can-

didates were in-

terviewed by the 

board separately 

during the closed 

session. The in-

terviews were 

conducted during 

a special called meeting last 

Wednesday.

By state law, the board must 

now wait 14 days before making 

a fi nal selection and naming the 

next superintendent. 

The candidates’ applications 

and biographical information will 

Continued on Page 5

Toddler moms and caregivers take a few minutes 

during Toddler Time at the PC Library to complete the 

2020 census online, their babies in tow. Georgia’s 

children under the age of fi ve were the highest under 

counted population in the 2010 census. Pictured l-r: 

Julia and Charlotte Dyer, Danni Quick holding Riley 

Ann Quick and Liza Kate Musselwhite (not visible), 

Harmony Burroughs and Library Assistant Manager 

Bertie Allen. Editor’s Note: This photo was taken be-

fore the library closed as a coronavirus precaution.

Bennett, 

Todd are 

fi nalists
One case confi rmed Monday; 

offi cials urge public to stay calm

Complete the census online, via phone or by mail

Developer dies suddenly during construction

Locals following the recent 

development of a new coffee 

shop slated to open in Wall’s 

Plaza this summer may be 

wondering where things 

stand now after coffee shop 

developer, John Edge, died 

unexpectedly two weeks ago.

Josh Edge, John’s son 

and business partner in the 

endeavor, told The Times 

last week he isn’t sure when 

Roasted might open for busi-

ness now, but he plans to 

move forward with it’s con-

struction.

“Dad really wanted to do 

this and I really wanted to do 

it with him. I would feel like I 

let him down if I didn’t push 

through and at least give it a 

shot,” Edge says.

The Edges had been ren-

ovating the former Georgia 

Power offi ce with plans to 

open a coffee shop that also 

serves pitas for lunch. Roast-

ed would have drive-thru ac-

cess and feature online order-

ing as well.

Initially, plans were to 

open the new restaurant in 

May, but with John’s un-

timely death and now a na-

tionwide economic slowdown 

caused by the coronavirus 

pandemic, Edge isn’t sure 

when he might open.

“I don’t have a date in 

mind (for opening), but I’ll 

keep working at it until 

Continued on Page 12

PC voters 
asked to 
apply for 
absentees

Pierce County Board of Elec-

tions is encouraging Pierce 

Countians to request absentee 

ballots for the presidential pref-

erence primary (PPP) and the 

general primary election, both 

set for May 19.

The PPP was initially set for 

yesterday, March 24, but Geor-

gia Secretary of State Brad 

Raffensperger issued an order to 

postpone the presidential pref-

erence primary last Saturday 

amidst growing concerns over 

the coronavirus pandemic.

The deadline to apply for an 

absentee ballot for the general 

primary election is Friday, May 

15.

Residents can register to vote 

and request an absentee ballot 

Continued on Page 5

John Edge, left, had plans to open a new coffee shop in Wall’s Plaza this 

summer. His son, Josh Edge, pictured at right, hopes to move forward.

Will coff ee shop open?

What’s happening at old 

PC Library? – Page 2

Dara Bennett

Dr. Walker Todd

 COVID-19 Pierce County business closures and updates – Page 8-9

Apply online, via phone or email


