
obin Purvis has created a backyard par-
adise on Grady Street. In a few weeks, 
her yard will be one of the most colorful  

— and most fruitful  — in town.
The novice gardener started small two years 

ago, but her raised garden beds, trellises and 
potted vegetable plants now cover a large section 
of her property. 

She plants snapdragons, zinnias and portu-
laca in between tomatoes, peppers, beans, cu-

cumbers and okra to brighten up the space and 
attract pollinators. Birdhouses, yard chotchkies 
and wind chimes give her space a whimsical feel. 
Purvis even built a vine-covered teepee for stor-
ing her garden tools.

“(Mine is) a girlie garden … you’ve got to have 
something pretty,” Purvis says.

Purvis doesn’t claim to be a farmer, even 
though she’s had a great crop of tomatoes and 
peppers.

“I’m not in it for productivity. I’m in it for the 
joy of doing it,” she says laughing. “I’ll do this as 
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Jack and Patricia Weiss packed 
their bags and headed South just in 
time. 

The new Pierce County residents 
relocated here and started building 
a home on Apricot Road just before 
their hometown of Binghamton, New 
York, set the record for snowfall last 
year. Now, the couple is research-
ing how to deal with pesky South 

Georgia mosquitoes and considering 
screening in their back porch, but 
they enjoy the mild winters too much 
to consider moving north again.

“We’re below the bug line … These 
mosquitoes are pretty aggressive,” 
Jack says with a laugh.

The Weiss couple had never heard 
of Blackshear, Georgia until their 
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News Editor

Robin Purvis checks on her baby carrot plants that are starting to top in her raised garden. She puts forks in the beds to ward off cats that like to dig 

up her carrots before they’re ready to be pulled. Pulling carrots “is like Christmas ... You never know what you’re going to get,” the avid gardener says.

For the love of

Veggies

Purvis built a bamboo trellis for her 

beans to climb on.

New in town: Weiss 

couple settles here

Purvis grows container gardens of summer produce

Fire Department to oversee new 

installation program for residents

Project slated to fi nish by summer
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Smoke detectors are now available to families 
who need them through the Pierce County Volun-
teer Fire Department. 

County Fire Chief Santo Niño recently reported 
the county has launched a program in cooperation 
with the Red Cross’s Southeast Georgia division, 
based in Savannah. 

The program provides a smoke detector to place 
in the home to provide warning to get out of the 
home in the event of a fi re. 

“Smoke detectors save more people from a house 
fi re each year than actual fi refi ghters do,” said the 
chief. “Everyone needs a smoke detector. Having a 
smoke detector greatly increases your chances of 
surviving a fi re.”

The smoke detectors are valued at approximate-
ly $25 and are good for 10 years. 

Those needing a smoke detector are asked to 
call Chief Niño at (912) 208-1129 to request an ap-
plication for the smoke detector. 

“Once we receive the application, we will sched-
ule an inspection of the home with the homeowner 
to determine how many smoke detectors are need-
ed and where to install them,” he said. 

The Red Cross will review the applications and 
the installation plan and make a fi nal approval on 
the installation.

Statistics show families are 50 percent more 
likely to survive a fi re in a home with a working 
smoke detector. 

Fire Department and Red Cross offi cials recom-
mend smoke detectors be placed on each level of 
the home and inside each sleeping area. 
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Pierce offers 

FREE smoke 

detectors

United First to 

move ATM, add 

drive-thru lane

United First Credit Union customers won’t 
have to get out of their vehicles to access the ATM 
(automated teller machine) for much longer.

The credit union on U.S. Highway 84 in Black-
shear is expanding their drive-thru to add an-
other lane and moving the ATM from its current 
location at the front entrance to the drive-thru.

“Instead of getting out of the car, members can 
drive right up and use it,” says Angela Robison, 
member resource manager at United First.

“Our members have been so patient through 
the whole COVID shutdown. Our drive-thru was 
backed up every day (when the lobby was closed),” 
Robison says. “I know it was frustrating and we 
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Jack and Patricia Weiss recently built a home on Apricot Road 

near their daughter’s family. Seated l-r: Tim Bennett holding 

Jackson Bennett, Heidi Bennett holding Jolene Bennett, Patricia 

Weiss holding granddaughter Adley Bennett and Jack Weiss.


