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SAVE THE DATE

SPONSORED BY THE EXCHANGE CLUB OF BLACKSHEAR

October 23, 2021

Neuropathy Diminished | Energy Restored | Weight Controlled | Medications Reduced | Erectile Function Restored | Amputations Prevented 

Blood Sugar Controlled | Mood and Sleep Improved | Wounds Healed | Hair and Nail Growth | Dementia Mitigated | Alzheimer's Alleviated 

Stroke Recovery Accelerated | Fatty Liver Reduced

he daughters ranged in age from 9 
months to 55 years and the oldest father 
was 77.

Saturday night’s inaugural Daddy 
Daughter Dance at Lakeview Golf Club in Black-
shear drew 178 participants and lasted three 
hours to the bumpin’ beats and sentimental bal-
lads provided by DJ Matt Thompson. 

“I think the evening was a smashing success 
and I’m pretty sure we will continue to do it,” Bet-
ter Hometown Blackshear/Main Street Manager 
Bethany Strickland said Monday. “Now we just 
need to figure out a Mother/Son event  — maybe 
a date night/movie in the park: ‘Dine In Movie.’”

Only two people who bought tickets out of 180 
sold at $15 apiece did not make it due to illness, 
Strickland said. 

The June 19 soiree hadn’t even been on the 
Better Hometown board’s radar at all until one 
local father, Chris Wingate, mentioned something 
to Strickland after the Beats & Eats event in May.

“Apparently he and his little girl loved doing 
this outing together in the past and she was so 
sad when she learned the Waycross dance was 
canceled,” Strickland explained. “I sent a text to 
all our Better Hometown Blackshear board mem-
bers (along with the mayor, police and public 
works) asking their concerns and thoughts. They 
all agreed that if this is something the community 
wants, let’s give them what they are asking for. A 
date was set by the end of the day and that set the 
ball in motion.”

The first day tickets became available online, 
75 tickets were spoken for. They set the limit at
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Thornton 

brings to 

light rare 

disorder

Pierce County’s COVID-19 vac-
cination rate lags behind the na-
tional and state averages and is 
lower than half of its neighboring 
counties, according to statistics 
provided by the Georgia Depart-
ment of Public Health (GDPH). 

Only 23% of Pierce County’s 
population has received both dos-
es of the vaccination for the coro-
navirus, according to information 
released last Tuesday. A total of 
4,926 Pierce County residents 
have received at least one dose of 
the vaccine, with a total of 4,455 
receiving both to be fully vaccinat-
ed.

That figure is 22% lower than 
the national average of 45.1% from 
the Centers for Disease Control 
(CDC) and a full 13% lower than 
the state average of 36.2%  from 
the GDPH. 

Compared to surrounding coun-
ties, Pierce ranked lower than 
Ware (27%), Wayne (25%) and 
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First local Daddy-Daughter 

Dance enjoyed by many

T

BY K.T. MCKEE

Staff Writer

They call him “Little Buddy,” but the im-
pact he’s having on other children afflicted 
with his rare genetic disorder is anything 
but small. 

In his six short years on this planet, dis-
coveries through Dallin Thornton’s lipid 
storage disorder — known as Farber’s dis-
ease — have helped bring awareness and 
treatment to more than 100 other families 
around the world struggling with the same 
puzzling, terminal illness. 

“He was the 81st person diagnosed a few 
years ago and now they have 200 others be-
cause of his bloodwork and all the research 
happening,” Dallin’s mother Telisa Jacobs 
Thornton said recently as she cradled her 
bright-eyed son in their rural Blackshear 
home. “It’s a blessing, for sure.”

Even more amazing is that out of all of 
the Farber’s patients who were considered 
“late stage” like Dallin, the young fishing 
enthusiast is the oldest surviving child. 

“They usually only make it to 2 years 
old,” Telisa said. 

The metabolic disorder that causes fatty 
acids to build up at harmful levels in joints, 
tissues and the central nervous system is so 
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Pierce Co.

vaccine rate 

sits at 23%

Telisa Thornton cradles 6-year-old son 

Dallin, who was born with a rare genetic 

disorder affecting the joints and central 

nervous system.

Chris Wingate and his daughter Brielle, 8, have fun 

in the Daddy Daughter Dance photo booth Saturday 

at Lakeview Golf Club. They are known as the 

“instigators” of this inaugural event after Wingate 

mentioned to Better Hometown Blackshear 

Manager Bethany Strickland how much he and 

Brielle would enjoy a local dance after attending 

one in Waycross a couple of times. 

             -Photo by Bethany Strickland 

Better Hometown Blackshear Manager Bethany Strickland and her daughter Ryan Strickland welcome 

Blake Davis and his 4-year-old daughter, Allie, to the inaugural Daddy Daughter Dance at Lakeview Golf 

Club Saturday night.                   -Photo by K.T. McKee

Making Memories

BY K.T. MCKEE

Staff Writer

Judge 

rules in 

jail fee

dispute
BY JASON DEAL

Staff Writer

The City of Blackshear’s lawsuit 
against Sheriff Ramsey Bennett 
over the housing of city inmates 
came to an end Monday as the 
court found in favor of the sheriff. 

Senior Judge E. M. Wilkes III 
issued his 20-page ruling denying 
the City of Blackshear’s motion for 
both injunctive and mandamus re-
lief and for attorney fees. Wilkes, 
a senior judge with the Brunswick 
Judicial Circuit, was appointed to 
hear the case after all judges in the 
Waycross Judicial Circuit recused 
themselves. Wilkes’ ruling was 
thorough, with a point-by-point re-
view of the issues in the case.
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