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Boggs, of Pierce 

Co., sworn in as 

GA’s Chief Justice
The Chief Justice of the Georgia Supreme Court lives in 

Pierce County. 

The Honorable Michael P. Boggs of Blackshear was 

sworn in as Chief Justice of the Georgia Su-

preme Court last week. 

“As chief justice, please know I’m com-

mitted to helping our courts in ways that 

ensure they’re prepared to meet the needs of 

Georgia’s citizens,” Boggs said. “Our judicial 

system will continue to need resources, even 

patience from everyone, as we work through 

the long-term consequences of the pandemic.”

Boggs was administered the oath in the 

House chambers by outgoing Chief Justice 

David Nahmias, who is stepping down from 

the Georgia Supreme Court.

Boggs was appointed in 2016 to fill the vacancy left by 
the retirement of Chief Justice Hugh Thompson, and began 

serving on the state’s highest court January 1, 2017. He’s 

the longest-serving justice on the Georgia Supreme Court.

Boggs previously served as a judge on the Georgia Court 

of Appeals, a position he was appointed to in 2012, by Gov-

ernor Nathan Deal. 

He previously served as a Superior Court Judge in the 

Waycross Judicial Circuit, including Pierce County, from 

2004-2012. 

While serving as a Superior Court Judge, Boggs estab-

lished and presided over the court’s felony drug court pro-

gram. Prior to that, he served Ware and portions of Charlton 

Counties as a Democratic state representative to Georgia’s 

General Assembly, from 2000-2004.

Patterson’s Second Annual Christmas in July Festival drew 

large crowds to the Historic Downtown and Eagle Station over 

the weekend. More than 100 vendors sold their wares and live 

music, an antique car show and activities and games for the 

kids were featured during the event. Festival goers came from 

as far away at Jacksonville, FL, Douglas and Brunswick to Pat-

terson’s event. Pictured above (l-r) Makenzie Gardner, Kaylin 

Sills, Sadie Greene and Piper Cochran had a cookie and lem-

onade stand downtown Friday night. Proceeds went to fight 

childhood cancer. Pictured below left, Blu Robinson of Lake-

land steps up to bat at the baseball game in the Kids Kourt-

yard. Pictured below right, “Jolly the Elf” (Allie Peagler) flew in 

from the North Pole to greet children at the festival. Here, she 

is shown with Lindy Rowe, daughter of Chase and Millie Rowe. 

“Jolly” says she found all boys and girls being “nice” and can 

hardly wait to let Santa know. “Jolly” will be back in town in 

December.

        -Photos by Jason Deal, Laura Kate Dixon and Sarah Tarr Gove

Christmas In July draws large crowds

Godwin, GOP activist, 

could face charges in 

Trump electors probe 
Kay Godwin of Blackshear, long-time Republican activ-

ist, has been informed she could face criminal charges in 

connection with the Fulton County Grand Jury’s investiga-

tion into former President Donald Trump’s 

efforts to overturn the 2020 election. 

Godwin was listed along with 10 others 

including state Sen. Burt Jones, the GOP 

nominee for lieutenant governor, and Georgia 

GOP chair David Shafer received letters from 

Fulton County prosecutors notifying them 

they could be prosecuted.

Godwin was one of 16 Georgia Republican 

electors who met at the state Capitol Decem-

ber 14, 2020, the same day a slate of Demo-

cratic electors met there to cast their Elector-

al College votes for Democrat Joe Biden, who had carried 

Georgia in the presidential election the month before.

At the time, Republican Party officials said they picked 
their own Electoral College members because Trump’s law-

suit challenging the election results was still pending.

Fulton County District Attorney Fani Willis’s office in-
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