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College football season is FINALLY here!
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College football season 

has kicked off and, though 

the weather may still be hot, 

the favorite season for many 

is finally here. 
A lot of folks can’t wait 

each year for relaxing week-

ends with friends, watching 

the game and hoping cooler 

weather is around the corner. 
For some of Pierce County’s 

most devoted, fanatical foot-

ball fans, however, the sea-

son means getting up early 

— really early — and mak-

ing that arduous, winding 

drive to Athens to watch the 

Dawgs play ball in person.
Bryce Dixon of Blackshear 

is one of those fans.
“I am a DIEHARD Geor-

gia Bulldogs fan. When I say 
that, I don’t mean I simply 

tune in to watch the Dawgs 

play on TV,” Dixon says with 

a broad grin and his enthusi-

asm showing.
Game days find Dixon on 

the road by 5 a.m. for a 3:30 
p.m. game. He always wears 
a player’s jersey, jams out to 

country, rock or rap music, 

and completes the four-and-

a-half-hour trek in plenty of 

time to tailgate with other 

Dawg fans, including some 

of the players and their fam-

ilies, hours before the game 

starts.
Dixon didn’t follow foot-

ball faithfully until a friend, 

Davin Bellamy, was recruit-

ed to play at Georgia. 
Continued on Page 14

BY SARAH TARR GOVE

News Editor

Pierce County residents will begin 

paying eight cents sales tax Monday, 

October 1, as the new, regional trans-

portation special local option sales tax 

(TSPLOST) goes into effect. 
The T-SPLOST was passed by voters 

in the Southern Georgia Region on May 

22. The one percent sales tax passed in 
Pierce County 1,690-1,161 and garnered 
19,975 yes votes to 17,731 no votes in 
the 18 counties district-wide, according 

to a county-by-county compilation of re-

sults available at the Georgia Secretary 

of State’s website. Pierce County passed 
the tax by about 60 percent of the vote.

The referendum allows the implemen-

tation of a one-percent sales tax for 10 
years, in which raised funds are used 

Continued on Page 2

Patrick Arrington will be 

Pierce County’s new recreation 

director.
County man-

ager Jason 

Rubenbauer con-

firmed Thursday 
that Arrington 

has been hired 

for the job.
“We think 

Mr. Arrington 
will do a great 

job for us,” said 

R u b e n b a u e r . 
“We are eager for him to join us 
and get started.”

Rubenbauer said he is con-

fident Arrington will be able to 
bring Pierce County Parks and 

Recreation to the next level. 
“We think he will be able to 

help our kids and their teams 

to compete well and give our 

community a strong recreation 

program we can be proud of.”
Arrington, 28, is currently 

the assistant director of the 

McIntosh County Recreation 

Department in Darien, a po-

sition he has held for the last 

three years.
Arrington says he is excited 

about the opportunity to lead 

the department. 
“I want to be able to make 

a difference and I want citizens 

to be proud of their recreation 

department.”
Arrington says he welcomes 

the opportunity to help imple-

ment the county’s long range 

plan for recreation. Rubenbau-

er said Arrington’s enthusiasm 

and ideas about the county’s 

long range plans was evident 

Continued on Page 2 

Pierce County Dawgs fan Bryce Dixon wears Davin Bel-

lamy’s No. 17 jersey while holding a “Junk Yard Dawg 

Savage” T-shirt out on the UGA field last season. Bel-
lamy, the player who launched Dixon’s fandom, was 

the first to wear the Savage patch. He’s since moved 
on, but Dixon plans to still be in the stands at every 

home game this season.

Arrington 

is new PC 

recreation 

director

BY JASON DEAL

Staff Writer

We’ll all pay eight cents 

sales tax starting October 1

Football isn’t just a sport, it’s a way of life for many locals

A rezoning request 

from single family res-

idential to commercial 

for a lot on the corner 

of Cherry and Thomas 

Street in Blackshear was 

met with some opposition 

at a public hearing Mon-

day morning.
Pierce County Joint 

Planning Commission 

members listened to cit-

izens’ concerns, but ul-

timately approved the 

zoning change from sin-

gle family residential to 

commercial for the .93 
acre lot. Their recommen-

dation will be submitted 

to Blackshear City Coun-

cil in October. The city 
council must give final 
approval before the zon-

ing is changed.
Taylor Jones, owner 

of The Insulation Com-

pany, owns the property 

and would like to place a 

storage building (approxi- 

Continued on Page 2 

BOC sets 

pay scale 

for new 

rec. dir.
Pierce County’s new recre-

ation director will earn $45,000 
annually under a new pay scale 

approved last week by the coun-

ty commission. 
The commission approved 

a job description and a three-

tiered pay scale  for the post 

during their regular monthly 

meeting last Tuesday night. 
Patrick Arrington was hired 

for the job last week. (See relat-
ed story.) 

According to the job descrip-

tion, the recreation director will 

be responsible for overall super-

vision and program development 

for the Pierce County Parks and 

Recreation Department. The job 
will include planning, 

Continued on Page 2

Melvin Johnson addresses the Planning Commission with a 

request they not approve a zoning change from single-family 

residential to commercial for property on Thomas Street. The 

commission then approved the rezoning, however.

Crowd opposes zoning 

change at JPC hearing

Patrick

Arrington

Pierce’s most devoted fans 

have high hopes for Dawgs

Bill Walker, 

longtime 

UGA fan, 

proudly 

sports his 

“Dawgs” 

T-shirt 

next to his 

decorated 

bedroom 

door at Har-
borview. He 
won’t miss 

watching a 

game this 

season.

TSPLOST: 

It’s time to 

‘penny’ up

Handguns 

stolen in 

pawn shop 

burglary

If you paid $1 for this paper off 
a news rack, we thank you! You 
can save $22 per year by having 
it delivered to your mailbox 
each week by subscribing online 
at theblacksheartimes.com or 
calling our office at 449-6693.

Subscribe now
and save more

H

Eleven hand-

guns were stolen in 

a burglary at Av-

erage Joe’s Pawn 

Shop in Blackshear 

Monday night.
A citizen at a 

nearby business 

saw the burglary 

in progress around 

10:15 p.m. and re-

ported it to Black-

shear Police Dept.
Police Chief 

Chris Wright says 
Continued on Page 2

Do you know this man? 

Police need to identify 

this suspect in con-

nection with a burglary 

Monday night.


