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The City of Patterson received 
a $50,000 grant and $112,300 loan 
from the Rural Development/Unit-
ed States Department of Agricul-
ture (USDA) Community Facilities 
Direct Loan and Grant Program.

The loan/grant will be used to 
purchase an F-150 work truck, a 
back hoe and a tractor and rotary 
mower for the city’s public works 

department.
Patterson Public Works Super-

intendent Stevie Sweat said the 
new equipment is much needed. 
He pointed out the old equipment 
needed to be replaced for safety rea-
sons as the equipment and vehicles 
are past their useful life and had 
become a safety issue.  

Patterson’s grant is one of 233 
projects approved in 32 states total-
ing $185 million to equip, rebuild 
and modernize essential services in 

rural areas. The investments will 
benefit 3 million rural residents.

USDA Deputy Under Secre-
tary for Rural Development Justin 
Maxson announced the awards last 
week.

“The Biden-Harris Administra-
tion has made investing in infra-
structure improvements a priori-
ty,” Maxson said. “These loans and 
grants will help rural communities 
invest in facilities and services that 
are vital to all communities. They 

also will help rural communities 
continue to beat the COVID-19 
pandemic as America builds back 
better and stronger.”

More than 100 types of projects 
are eligible for Community Facili-
ties funding. Eligible applicants in-
clude municipalities, public bodies, 
nonprofit organizations and feder-
ally recognized Native American 
tribes. Projects must be in rural 
areas with a population of 20,000 
or less.

New adult trikes a big 

hit at senior center

BY JASON DEAL

Staff Writer

They waited 15 months 
to climb onto the bright blue 
3-wheel trikes at the Pierce 
County Senior Center.

And when they did last 
Thursday, they resembled 
some sort of elite racing team 
ready to take on the world.

“They can’t wait to get them 
outside on the track,” Pierce 
County Senior Center Manager 
Lynn Platt said after a few cen-
ter visitors took the new bikes 
for a spin in the game room at 
the Blackshear facility.

Complete with handlebar 
bells and large baskets on the 
back, the five adult tricycles 
ordered through Walmart at 
about $300 apiece were made 
possible with a ‘Thanks Mom 
& Dad Fund” grant from the 
Georgia Department of Human 
Services Division of Aging Ser-
vices.

With the help of longtime 
senior center volunteer Karen 
Herndon, Platt has applied for 
the $2,000 mini-grants three 
times now to supply the center 
with activities and equipment 
that will help keep aging bod-

ies and minds loose and lucid. 
She’s obtained art supplies 

and exercise equipment in the 
past, but the bikes that were 
assembled by staff right before 
the COVID-19 pandemic shut 
down the center at 713 Hendry 
St. in mid-March of 2020 seem 
to be generating the most buzz.

“Off to the races!,” 91-year-
old Vina Howell declared with 
a wide grin before fellow rid-
ers Ellen Dunaway and Terrie 
McGauley challenged her to a 
short sprint across the shiny 
formica. 

Howell said her family was 
too poor to have bicycles when 
she was growing up in the 
1930s, so it was a delight to fi-
nally get on a bike. 

“This will be fun,” she said.
All three of the helmeted 

ladies expressed relief and joy 
about the center opening back 
up June 7.

“I missed each and every 
one of them up until I got the 
COVID and then I didn’t have 
time to miss anyone,” said 
Howell, who has lived in the 
area since 1976. “But I wasn’t 
as sick as some of ‘em was.”

Herndon said that although 
some seniors at local nursing 

homes succumbed to the coro-
navirus, none of the senior cen-
ter guests did.

Dunaway said being stuck 
at home alone during the shut-
down was particularly difficult.

“Most of the time it was real 
hard,” she said through her tie-
dyed mask. “For me it was. It 
was very lonesome. Being able 
to be back here and socialize 
again is pretty special.”

Dunaway said she appreci-
ates all the activities available 
at the center, especially the 
highly-competitive “cornhole 
baseball.”

Herndon said baseball 
teams from neighboring coun-
ties, cities and senior centers 
fill the game room as they 
stand on a “pitching mound” 
and toss bean bags into holes 
designated “homerun,” “out,” 
“1st base,” etc. and keep score 
on a large white board.

“It gets pretty fierce!,” Hern-
don said with a laugh, adding 
they also play “football” by 
throwing balls into a large, 
hockey-like net for various 
points and penalties. 

Platt said there are about 15 
seniors coming by the center 

Continued on Page 12

BY K.T. MCKEE

Staff Writer

Emmanuel 

to sponsor 

fireworks
Fireworks will light up the night sky 

over Blackshear July 4, for what is be-
lieved to be the first-of-its-kind display. 

Emmanuel Baptist Church of Black-
shear is sponsoring the display.

“We have hired a professional fire-
works contractor from Central Georgia. 
Our desire is to provide a great celebra-
tion for all of our local citizens. It will be 
great to celebrate, shop, and fellowship 
locally,” said Pastor Mike Stone, senior 
pastor of the congregation. 

The fireworks will begin at dusk and 
will originate from the large field Em-
manuel owns located between the sanc-
tuary and Strickland Avenue, at the rear 
of the Pierce County Courthouse. 

The 20-minute display should be vis-
ible throughout the downtown Black-
shear area.

“We encourage citizens to gather in 
any open area around town. We think 
the fireworks will be visible anywhere in 
town,” said Pastor Jerad Johnson, asso-
ciate pastor of the church.

The display marks the first time 
Pierce County has had an Independence 
Day fireworks  show since Patterson’s 
long-time Spirit of Liberty celebration 
was discontinued in 2015. True Life 
Church of Patterson sponsored a fire-
works show the following year, but there 
hasn’t been a display since. 

The event will mark the first time in 
recent memory Blackshear has had a 
fireworks display. 

William Wall Sr., longtime grocery store 
owner and community and civic leader, is 
remembered this week as “an unselfish giv-
er” and a “community spirited leader.”

Wall died suddenly Sunday morning, 
June 27, while vacationing in North Caro-
lina. He was 87.

Dick Larson, retired president of Peoples 
Bank, said Wall was “the best friend I ever 
had.”

Larson said he was deeply saddened at 
Wall’s passing and was overcome with emo-
tion. 

“He did more for this town and this com-
munity than I can tell you about,” said Lar-
son. “I will miss him very much.”

Longtime friend and former county 
chairman and retired radio station owner 
Troy Mattox recalls Wall was a great exam-
ple of a leader and successful businessman.

“He was a real leader and he loved this 
town. He was always willing to give advice 
with his invaluable wisdom. He was a very 
successful business man who others looked 
up to. He had a vision for this community 
and will be sorely missed,” Mattox said. 

Former publisher and editor of The 

Blackshear Times Robert Williams said 
Wall was one of the hardest working people 
he knew.

Williams said he recalls seeing Wall out 
Continued on Page 2

Pictured (l-r) Ellen Dunaway, Pierce County Senior Center Manager Lynn Platt, Terrie McGauley 

and Vina Howell try out the new adult tricycles obtained with a state grant at the Pierce County 

Senior Center in Blackshear last week.           -Photo by K.T. McKee
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The Times 

to be closed 

for July 4th
The Blackshear Times will be closed 

Friday, July 2, in observance of Indepen-
dence Day.

Deadlines for submissions will move 
forward to tomorrow, Thursday, July 
1. News items and advertising for next 
week’s issue should be turned in by 5 p.m. 
Thursday, July 1, and sooner when possi-
ble. The July 7 edition will be published at 
its regular time. 

Submissions should be sent to mail@
blacksheartimes.news or delivered to our 
office at 121 SW Central Avenue in down-
town Blackshear.

City of Patterson receives USDA grant

William Wall Sr.

Fireworks will light up the night sky 

over Blackshear on Independence Day, 

July 4.           -File photo


