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If you paid $1 for this paper off a 
news rack, we thank you! You can 
save $17 per year by having it deliv-
ered to your mailbox each week by 
subscribing online at theblackshear-
times.com or calling our office at 
449-6693.
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SAVE THE DATE

SPONSORED BY THE EXCHANGE CLUB OF BLACKSHEAR

October 22, 2022

http://pecanfestivalofgeorgia.webs.com

RODEO SISTERS

Sisters Joelee and Karis Griffin 
of Mershon are smart, beautiful 
and  — tough as nails — competing 
in rodeo events across the country. 

A typical morning finds them 
up and at ‘em in the barn before 
the sun ever breaks the South 
Georgia horizon. 

Joelee is busy tending to “Bub-
ba”, while Karis cares for “Coco”. 

Feeding, bathing and grooming 

are done before they head off to 
school. Joelee, 15, is a sophomore 
at Pierce County High School. 
Karis is 13 and in the eighth grade 
at Pierce County Middle School. 
Both are A-B students and both 
take active roles in the Future 
Farmers of America. 

After school, caring for their 
horses again takes priority and 
four days a week, both Joelee and 
Karis take “Bubba”, “Coco” and 
their other horses out riding and 
spend time practicing for rodeos 

and competitions. 
Their parents, Eustace and 

Ginger, say they never have to beg 
them to practice or take care of 
their horses. 

“I have to actually make them 
come inside,” says their mother, 
Ginger. 

It’s been that way practically 
since they were old enough to ride 
a horse.

Both sisters compete in the Na-
tional Little Britches Rodeo, the 

BY JASON DEAL

News Editor

PCHS grad 

rate up to 

93.9 percent
Pierce County’s four-year graduation 

rate is 93.9%, up four tenths of a percent 
over last year. 

Pierce County’s graduation rate was 
well above the state average of 84.1%, 
but ranked 
fourth of the 
nine coun-
ties of the 
Okefenokee 
R e g i o n a l 
Education-
al Services 
A g e n c y 
(RESA)

The grad-
uation rate 
data was re-
leased last week by the Georgia Depart-
ment of Education. 

Pierce was one of 107 districts state-
wide to have a 90 percent or above grad-
uation rate. 

Local school officials say they are 
very proud Pierce County’s graduation 
rate improved even in the midst of the 
pandemic. 

“I am proud that our graduation rate 
is improving.  The class of 2022 was in 
10th grade when the COVID pandem-
ic severely impacted school operations.  
The staff at PCHS are to commended for 
their efforts to ensure everyone gradu-
ates,” said School Superintendent Dara 
Bennett. 

Pierce County High School Principal 
Kelly Murray said the increase in the 
graduation rate is a team effort. 

“I’m very pleased to see our gradua-
tion rate increase for the second consecu-
tive year and remain well above both the 
RESA and State averages. Our counsel-
ors and other staff are working hard ev-

The investigation continues 
into the August murder of Dale 
Austin Duncan. 

“We are still working the case 
and we are running down leads,” 
said Sheriff Ramsey Bennett. “We 
still need the public’s help. Any-
one who saw anything or heard 
anything is asked to call us.”

Tips may be called in to the 
Pierce County Sheriff’s tip line at 
(912) 807-TIPS (8477) or by call-
ing 911.

There have been no arrests and 
no new developments in the case. 

Duncan’s body was discovered 
August 10 on timber company 
property on Zirkle Road in eastern 
Pierce County. 

An autopsy was conducted by 
the Georgia State Crime Lab in 
Pooler. The sheriff said the State 
Medical Examiner’s Office has de-
termined Duncan’s death was by 
homicide.

Sheriff Bennett has, so far, de-
clined to answer questions about 
how Duncan ended up at Zirkle 
and declined to comment on ques-
tions about how Duncan died cit-
ing the ongoing investigation.

Duncan had been reported 
missing from his home in Ware 
County, shortly before his body 
was found. 

Joelee and Karis Griffin of Mershon are shown following a recent rodeo they participated in.

Info still 

sought in 

August 

murder 

of Duncan

Annual Pecan Festival of GA to be Saturday
The Pecan Festival of Georgia will take place 

this Saturday, October 22. 
The festival, organized by the Blackshear Ex-

change Club, is set for 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. Saturday 
in Blackshear City Park.

Admission is free but a wrist band will be 
available for $10 to give unlimited access to 
some rides at the event. 

The Pecan Fest is a family friendly event 
and offers something for everyone with carnival 
rides, inflatables and bounce houses for children 
to a variety of arts and craft and food vendors 
and live entertainment on the main stage all day 
long.

University of Georgia Bulldog Alumni Foot-

ball Players Fred Barber, Jeff Lott and Lindsey 
Scott will be on hand for a morning breakfast 
at Christi’s Downsouth Living and will be at the 
festival from about 11 a.m.-2 p.m. 

Scott, a native of Jesup, is best remembered 
for his dramatic last-second touchdown reception 
and run against Florida in the 1980 National 
Championship season. Lott lettered and played 
defensive back on the 1981 SEC championship 
team. Barber, a retired Blackshear pharmacist, 
played running back from 1962-1964. 

Festival activities include the Georgia Pecan 
Pie Contest sponsored by Clough Pecan. Baking 
contestants can contact the Chamber of Com-
merce at 912-449-7044.

Desserts must be submitted in person by 
the contestant from 8:30-9:30 a.m. at the new-
ly renovated train depot at the Pierce County 
Chamber of Commerce the day of the festival. 
The depot is located at 200 SW Central Avenue 
in Blackshear. Judging for the pie contest will 
begin at 10 a.m. 

Several acts are scheduled throughout the 
day including Blue Diamond Dancers, Dancers 
on Main, South Georgia Cheer, Excite Twirlers 
and Karate South.

Every penny raised at the Pecan Festival will 
be invested in charitable organizations through-
out the community, Exchange Club organizers 
say. Proceeds benefit child abuse prevention, 

athletic boosters, EMTs and firefighters, Special 
Olympics, food pantry, Book of Golden Deeds, 
toys for the needy, officer of the year, food bas-
kets, Hospice Satilla, Magnolia House, nursing 
home, deputy of the year, Southeast Cancer 
Unit, Quick Think, students of the month and 
much more.

The Blackshear Exchange Club works hard to 
put on the event that supports several worthy 
local causes, but the club is also proud of the fes-
tival’s statewide designation as “The Pecan Fes-
tival of Georgia,” a distinction earned six years 
ago.

For additional information please visit www.
pecanfestivalofgeorgia.webs.com.

   
Charlton 97.1
Atkinson 95.7
Camden 94.3
Pierce 93.9
Bacon 92.9
Coffee 92.6 
Brantley 88.8 
Ware  86.5 
Clinch 85.0 
State Avg. 84.1 
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Griffin girls love horses, competing


