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School system sees shortage of educators ahead
Research shows educators are retiring at a faster 

rate than new ones are graduating from college

WILL YOU BE MY TEACHER?

ierce County Schools are 
looking for ways to combat a 
looming teacher shortage. 

Yvette Newton, director 
of curriculum and instruction for the 
school system, gave a presentation on 
ways to recruit new teachers at a re-
cent school board meeting. 

“We are seeing fewer people leav-
ing college with educa-

tion degrees and 

at the same time we are losing our 
veteran teachers to retirement,” said 
Newton. 

Newton said Pierce County Schools 
currently have 29 teachers with less 
than three years of classroom experi-
ence. Those teachers represent a lit-
tle more than 10 percent of the local 
teacher workforce. 

Newton said the implementation 
of the new teaching as a profession 
pathway at the high school will be a 
big help. 

“Offering the pathway to our stu-
dents will allow us to ‘grow our own’ 
teachers,” she said. “We think by 
training them now, we will be able 
to get them to return to us once 
they graduate with their teaching 
degree.”

The system’s efforts are not lim-
ited to just recruiting new teach-
ers, however. Newton said it is 

important to also retain the current 
teachers. 

Among those ideas is to have a 
mentor plan that partners new teach-
ers with veteran teachers to help as-
sist and guide them. 

Another change is shifting the em-
phasis of the new teacher orientation 
at the beginning of each school year. 

“We have been spending lots of 
time teaching them how to fill out 
forms and insurance claims and other 
paperwork,” said Newton. “We want 
to change that.”

The new focus will be on what 
to expect in the classroom as a new 
teacher. 

“We will give them guidance on 
how to take charge in their classroom 
and to be comfortable in their role.”
 

BY JASON DEAL

Staff Writer
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‘Don’t be satisfied!’

– Bears Head Coach Jason Strickland

Library offers ‘clean slate’ for patrons owing $60K in fines

More than $60,000 in fines and 
fees owed to the Pierce County 
Library will be forgiven under a 

“clear the slate” promotion, even 
as the library and The Blackshear 

Times continue to await legal clar-
ification on printing the names of 
those owing the local library.

The Times announced it’s  warn-

ing last Wednesday of a possible 
lawsuit after the library continued 
its refusal to provide the names 
of area residents who owe the de-
linquent fees. The library then 
announced later that same day it 

would forgive all of the past due 
fees.

“We  can appreciate the library’s 
effort to insure people will continue 
to utilize the library, but it is un-
clear how writing off $60,000 in un-
paid fees is best use of the taxpay-
ers’ money,” said Times Editor & 

Publisher, Robert M. Williams, Jr.
Williams said he is a strong sup-

porter of the library but is shocked 
they would forfeit money and set 
such an example, in an apparent 
attempt to avoid following Geor-
gia’s Open Records law.

Continued on Page 2
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   Times has challenged library for list of persons owing for lost, unreturned items4

Law enforcement authorities are in a 
quandary about what exactly caused the 
death of a Blackshear man found on a road-
side here last week.

An investigation has ruled out hit-and-run 
as the cause of death. 

Marral O’Steen, 47, of Blackshear, was 
found lying in the grass near his bicycle about 
daybreak Friday morning. His death appar-
ently occurred on Youmans Chapel Road in 
the area between Pecan Lane and Murray 
Hill Road.

O’Steen’s body was taken to the Georgia 
State Crime Lab in Savannah for an autopsy. 

Sheriff Ramsey Bennett received the pre-
liminary report Monday which ruled out a 
hit-and-run accident as the cause. 

“The report from the GBI Crime Lab 
says Mr. O’Steen did not sustain any inju-
ries consistent with a hit-and-run accident. 
There were no distinctive injuries to him,” 
said Pierce County Sheriff Ramsey Bennett. 
“At this point, we are awaiting toxicology re-
ports and that might take six weeks to three 
months.”

Bennett said the death remains under in-
vestigation.

No answer 

for man’s 

cause of 

death Fri.

SHOP SMALL FOR THE HOLIDAYS 

Local stores offer great deals this weekend

GREAT
expectations

Bears’ Elite 8 appearance will be the first time Pierce County has ever host-
ed the game at Bear Stadium. The team won a coin toss to play at home 

Friday night. Read about last week’s victory over Jackson on Page 6.

Here. We. Come.
Runningback Johnny Waters (No. 4) 

storms downfield in last week’s 45-0 

victory over Jackson. 
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Bears prep for battle 
with Monroe Area

After breezing to two playoff victories, unbeaten and 
ninth-ranked Pierce County faces its biggest obstacle of 
the season in Friday night’s quarterfinals.

Third-ranked and unbeaten Monroe Area (12-0), the 
Region 8 champion, comes calling at 7:30 p.m. in the 
first-ever ...

Continued on Page 7

Shoppers always on the 
hunt for a good deal have 
probably mapped out their 
Black Friday route by now, 
but they shouldn’t forget to 
check out “Shop Small for 
the Holidays” deals around 
town as well here this Fri-
day and Saturday, Novem-
ber 23-24.

A few local merchants 

will even be offering spe-
cial sales during afternoon 
hours on Thanksgiving.

Odds are locals might 
be able to mark several 
items off their Christmas 
shopping list right here in 
Blackshear, and help boost 
the local economy while 
they’re at it.

Small Business Sat-

urday was launched by 
American Express in 2010, 
but is a movement now 
championed nationwide 
by local officials in many 
areas and is even being ex-
panded here. 

The local “Shop Small 
for the Holidays” is being 
promoted locally by The 

Blackshear Times and the 

Main Street Blackshear 
Program. (See Pages 2B-
3B.)

The shopping event is 
dedicated to supporting 
local businesses and their 
owners who are oftentimes 
friends and family mem-
bers to their customers. 
It’s a celebration of “mom 
and pop” shops, hometown 

boutiques, antique stores 
and more.

The “Shop Small” pro-
motion has also had a huge 

Continued on Page 2

Claire Larson, owner of Itty 

Bits Boutique in Blackshear, 

arranges clothing in prepara-

tion for “Shop Small” promo-

tions this weekend.

Yvette

Newton


