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If you paid $1 for this paper off a 
news rack, we thank you! You can 
save $17 per year by having it deliv-
ered to your mailbox each week by 
subscribing online at theblackshear-
times.com or calling our office at 
449-6693.
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BY JASON DEAL

News Editor

Hurricane Ian will likely come calling in 
Pierce County later this week. 

Local residents are asked to be weather 
aware as the hurricane approaches Pierce 
County from the south and southwest. 

“Right now, we think the greatest potential 
impacts to Pierce County will be heavy rain 
and tropical storm force winds (up to 39 m.p.h.) 
and those could start effecting the area as 
early as tonight (Wednesday, September 28),” 
said Santo Niño, Pierce County’s Emergency 
Management Director. 

The potential for flash flooding, river flooding, 
wind damage and power outages exists over the 
county from Wednesday through Saturday.  

According to projections from the National 
Hurricane Center, Ian is expected to hit 
somewhere along the south-west to 
south-central coast of Florida possibly 
as a major hurricane as early as 
today (Sept. 28) or tomorrow (Sept. 
29).

The storm is expected to weaken 
before landfall and as it makes its 
way inland, but there is still a high 
potential for damage in the area.

“We urge Pierce Countians 
to prepare and to stay tuned 
to the weather as there are 
likely to be some changes to the forecast,” said 

Niño. 
Niño and all of county’s 

emergency departments are 
preparing for the storm and 
briefings with the National 
Weather Service are taking place 
on a daily basis. 

Pierce County Schools 
remained open at press time 

Monday, but a decision will be made 
on school status Wednesday, Sept. 

28 (after The Times’ deadline) based on 
weather conditions and forecasts. 

Updates will be shared via The Times’ 
Facebook page. 

Comfort Inn 

wins Best of 

Choice award

The Comfort Inn in Blackshear has won the 
“Best of Choice” Award. 

The prestigious award is presented annu-
ally by Choice Hotels International, Inc., the 
franchisor of the Choice Hotels brand. 

“We are humbled by the award because it is 
based on ratings from our guests,” said Peggy 
Wall, co-owner of the Comfort Inn in Black-
shear. “It is a testament to our great staff and 
our great guests who come and stay with us.”

The Walls opened the hotel on Main Street 
in 2009. Among the more famous guests to 
stay there include Country Music Star Luke 
Bryan and the cast and crew of the television 
show “Ghost Hunters.” 

Wall points out, however, that every guest 
of their hotel is “very special and always wel-
come.”

The designation is awarded to the top ho-
tels within Choice Hotel’s group. As one of the 
top tier properties operating under the Com-
fort Inn flag, the Blackshear hotel’s staff was 
recognized for demonstrating “an exceptional 
focus on guest satisfaction and dedication to 
superior service.” Award criteria are evaluated 
by Choice Hotels through its official property 
ranking reports.

Hurricane Ian to impact Pierce this week 

Karry Jarrell refuses to sit still. 
After retiring last February she threw herself 

into gardening  — something she’d always been 
passionate about.

Now, she owns and operates a flower farm 
called Bees & Blooms from her home in Black-
shear.

It started with vegetables and “a few flowers,” 
said Jarrell.

Those few flowers got a big response, and Jar-
rell found herself faced with requests for more 
variety.

Jarrell did her best to rise to the occasion. She 
converted her garage into a grow room and tilled 
up a large portion of her 2.76 acre property.

Jarrell starts from seed.
She is quick to mention these are not “normal 

seeds.” They come from wholesalers, and some 
are mind numbing to handle.

They are smaller than a flake of skin, some re-
quire a magnifying glass and toothpick to pick up 
and plant.

Jarrell says snapdragons are especially te-
dious,

“It’s black seeds on black soil.”
Still, she gets new seedlings started all year 

round, watering them by hand twice a day.
The “Bees” in Bees & Blooms comes from Jar-

rell’s other hobby. She has been a beekeeper for 
12 years.

“Funny enough, honeybees aren’t super into 
flowers,” Jarrell said. 

This is actually a good thing since after polli-
nation, flowers die. 

That’s part of why Bees & Blooms is a precut 
farm. All the flowers are harvested before they 
fully bloom so pollinators cannot get to them and 
customers can appreciate their beauty for longer 
periods of time.

Bees & Blooms is also a pesticide free flower 
farm. Jarrell does not want to use any chemicals 

that could harm her bees. 
Her aversion to pesticides is part of the reason 

Jarrell advocates for shopping local.
“Ninety percent of flowers sold in the U.S. are 

from South America,” Jarrell said. “The pestcides 
affect our plant life.”

She further explained that Ecuador, one of the 
biggest suppliers of flowers to America, is cur-
rently experiencing strikes among farm workers. 
This has made prices in the flower market “astro-
nomical” according to Jarrell.

Nevertheless, Jarrell says she is not in it for 
the money. She has invested $17,000 into Bees & 
Blooms and doesn’t think she’ll ever break even.

“If I make $10-$20 I’m tickled pink,” she said.
She is passionate about fundraising, saying 

BY ETHAN MITCHELL

Staff Writer

Bees & Blooms

Karry Jarrell grows all her crops from 

seeds. Find Bees & Blooms on Face-

book at BeesnBloomsFlowerFarmLLC. 

Jarrell says the popular Honor Cart is back for 

business after taking a break to avoid brutal July 

temperatures.

Gardening with a passion

she’d like to do one every month if pos-
sible. She recently raised $340 for Reels 
for Heroes, an organization in King-
sland that helps veterans and medical 
professionals deal with post traumatic 
stress disorder  (PTSD).

She hopes to get bigger in the future 
and has 5,000 tulip bulbs on order for 
fall. 

“Most people don’t think you can 
grow them. You just have to keep them 
in the ‘fridge for 12 weeks before you 
plant them,” she said. 

Jarrell has also taken several classes 
through The Gardener’s Workshop with 
Lisa Mason Ziegler and Dave Dowling.  

She plans to continue reading books 
on the topic.

Jarrell would love to hold classes at 
the farm including maybe watercolor 
painting or yoga.  

“I don’t have the skills, but I could 
invite someone,” she says.

She thinks it would be fun to host 
garden tea parties or birthdays at the 
farm.

For now, she’s doing pretty well.
Jarrell has been growing for florists, 

done a couple weddings and supplied 
flower crowns for a Daddy-Daughter 
Dance in Blackshear. 

The Honor Cart — a pop-up cart 
where customers can purchase prear-
ranged bouquets — has returned after 
a brief hiatus, selling out as recently as 
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Kenzie Meeks was crowned the 2022 Home-

coming Queen at half-time of Friday night’s 

football game. Princesses were Ellie Mattox 

and Jordan Insco.   -Photo by Meaveen Mckeon

Meeks crowned 

Homecoming Queen


