
ast year will be remembered 
as a year of growth and devel-
opment, new beginnings, and 
another stellar season for the 

Pierce County Bears. 
Construction of the new Pierce Coun-

ty High School was completed well under 
budget in time for move in over Christmas 
break. Students will start classes in just a 
few weeks in a new school.

The Blackshear Times marked its 150th 
year in operation and changed ownership 
for the fi rst time in nearly 50 years when 
longtime Publishers Robert and Cheryl 
Williams sold the newspaper to Baxley 
natives Matt and Carrie Gardner in July.

The year was also marked by incredi-
ble performances by Pierce County athletes and multiple opportunities 
for locals to display their Bear pride, most notably the Bears’ appear-
ance in the state playoffs and the team’s second consecutive undefeated 
regular season. The PCHS competition cheer team also brought home 
their seventh (fi fth consecutive) state trophy.
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Gary Simmons, retired longtime game 
warden with the Georgia  Department of 
Natural Resources (DNR), announced his 
candidacy for Sheriff of 
Pierce County Monday.

The number of candi-
dates vying for the offi ce is 
now up to four.

Sheriff Ramsey Ben-
nett will seek re-election. 
Major Robby Boatright 
with Blackshear Police 
Department and retired 
state trooper Greg Stone 
both announced their 
plans to run for sheriff in The Times last 
September.

Simmons, a Pierce County native, re-
tired from DNR in 2012 with the rank of 
corporal after a 30-year career. He con-
tinues to work part time providing secu-
rity for federal courts, including prisoner 
transports, and has maintained his qual-
ifi cations in law enforcement since retire-
ment.
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Happy New Year!

Simmons 
to enter 
race for 
PC Sheriff

Pictured above: The remains of a barn and 
vehicles that burned Christmas Day in Bristol.

Retired DNR warden joins 
three other candidates

PCFD fi ghts 
December 25 
fi re in Bristol

Christmas Day wasn’t calm and 
bright for everyone in Pierce County.

Pierce County Volunteer Fire Dept. 
was dispatched to a structure fi re in 
Bristol just before 4 p.m. last Wednes-
day at the home of Jeff Crane on Carnes 
Road.

Firefi ghters arrived on scene to fi nd a 
utility pole barn shed near the house ful-
ly engulfed, but were able to contain the 
blaze to the utility shop where it orgin-
ated with no damage to the home. 
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New PCHS, new 
traffi c light, stellar 

football season 
dominated 2019 
news in Pierce

At right, BPD Chief Chris Wright runs 
speed detection radar on motorists 
as they approached the County Farm 
Road/U.S. Highway 84 school zone last 
April after fi refi ghter Johnnie Anderson 
was hit directing traffi c.

At left, a bomb sniffi ng dog walks toward 
Pierce County Middle School on Mar-
tin Luther King, Jr. Day last January, his 
handler not far behind, after a PCMS stu-
dent posted a bomb threat to the school’s 
Facebook page earlier that day. The threat 
was discovered to be a hoax and the teen 
was later sentenced in Juvenile Court.

NOTABLE 
DEATHS:

Pierce Co. lost 
several infl uential 
and iconic res-
idents in 2019, 
including longtime 
doctors, commu-
nity leaders and 
businessmen. 

Recalling those 
we’ve lost – Page 2

Above, Jermaine Brewton hurdles a Brantley County 
Heron defender.       – Photo by Jennifer Carter Johnson     
Below, an aerial view of the new PCHS and roundabout 
under construction.

2019Top 10 local stories
Gary Simmons

2010-2019
Today marks not only the start of a new year, but the 
dawn of a new decade. The 2010s are remembered in 
Pierce County as the era of a new elementary school, 
new library and weird weather phenomena. 
                       Top Ten stories of the Decade – Page 12


