
Pierce County fam-

ilies gathered around 

their Christmas trees 

watching children and 

grandchildren gleefully 

unwrap presents earlier 

this week, but some moth-

ers and fathers weren’t 

home Christmas morning. 

They were working to 

keep roads safe, watch over 

our neighborhoods and respond 

to any medical or safety emergen-

cies that arose.  

More than a dozen police officers, 
deputies, EMTs, dispatchers and first 

responders were on call for Christmas 

Eve and/or Christmas Day, but their em-

ployers, and some community volunteers 

too, made an effort to make the holiday 

memorable even though these dedicated 

folks couldn’t be home for the holidays.

Pierce County Medic Blake James is 

used to working holidays, but says it’s not 

quite as tough on him as some of the oth-

er emergency workers — he doesn’t have 

any children. His 

family celebrat-

ed Christmas 

a little ear-

ly so he 

wouldn’t 

miss the 

activity.

“ W e 

just kind 

of schedule 

around it,” 

James says.

James has 

worked three 

Thanksgivings 

in a row (except 

for this one), 

and he worked his 

second Christmas Day shift in a row this 

week.

New Sheriff’s Deputy Carter Griffin 

has just shy of a year of service under his 

belt. 

Griffin worked half the year for Alma 
Police Department before joining the 

sheriff’s office in the 
summer. 

G r i f f i n 

spent a full 

12 hour day 

on duty 

Christmas 

Day. 

G r i f -

fin’s fam-

ily lives 

near the 

Pierce-Bacon 

County line on 

Georgia High-

way 203. Mak-

ing plans to be 

with his mom’s 

family, his dad’s 

family and his girlfriend require sched-

uling. 
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May the New Year bring you hope, peace, happiness and prosperity!
As we pause to mark the passing of another year, we want to say 
“thank you” to so many who helped make our 2018 a success. All of 
us at The Blackshear Times wish for you and yours a safe and joyous 
new year and a 2019 that will be filled with happiness. Our symbolic 

“New Year’s Baby” shown above with her mother is one of our new-
est and most beautiful residents. Little Hadley Kate Howard is the 
daughter of Annie Howard and the granddaughter of Arthur and Jessi 
Sapp and Joyce Sapp, all of Blackshear. Her mother calls her “H.K. or 

‘the prettiest little girl in the world’ and she was born September 
8, 2018 at Wayne County Hospital in Jesup. As H.K. marks her first 
Christmas and New Year, her gorgeous smile can remind us of all the 
hope and aspirations so many of us have for a Happy New Year.

A new year will com-

mence in a few days. 

Writing ‘2019’ will be 

a challenge for a few 

weeks as people void 

checks for the error and 

scribble through mis-

takenly written ‘2018’ 

on their appointment 

book. In this digital age, 

however, the nuisance 

of writing a new date 

isn’t as widespread as 

in decades past.

Every year more 

people switch to Goo-

gle calendar now ac-

cessible on any smart-

phone, computer and 

tablet, or keep another 

type of digital calen-

dar. There’s no need to 

write the date or tear 

off a month gone by as 

the year progresses – 

the virtual calendar 

automatically updates.

BY SARAH TARR GOVE

News Editor

A research study con-

ducted by the Calen-

dar Advertising Council 
shows 98 percent of homes 

and almost every business 

had a printed calendar 

in 1981. Thirty years lat-

er (2011) 78 percent of 

homes and businesses had 

a printed calendar. Those 

numbers have continued 

to fall gradually.

Printed calendars are 

still in high demand in 

Pierce County, however. 

Local funeral homes are 

among a number of busi-

nesses that order hun-

dreds every year, and 

Continued on Page 2

Bids are currently being sought from 

companies to provide ambulance ser-

vices to the county. 

Commissioners placed an ad seeking 

requests for proposals for ambulance 

services in this week’s edition.

The bids will be accepted through 

10 a.m. Monday, January 7, 2019. Bids 

will be considered at the county commis-

sion’s regular monthly meeting Tuesday, 

January 8, 2019. 

The county is considering privatizing 

its Emergency Medical Service (EMS).

Continued on Page 2

County considers privatizing 

with ambulance company

BY JASON DEAL

Staff Writer

One day a year most of the world comes to a halt. Everyone takes a day off work, business 

and commerce pause. It’s Christmas. Thankfully, there’s a group of dedicated folks who 

don’t take a day off. Officers and emergency responders are on the job through every 
holiday to maintain peace, harmony and safety in our community.

They’re on the clock ... for us.

Officers, medics, dispatchers work 
Christmas to keep community safe

At left, 911 operator Pennie White worked the day 

shift Christmas Day. At right, Pierce County Deputy

Carter Griffin was on shift Christmas Day too.

BOC seeks 
bids for 
EMS service

It’s a
whole

New Year!

Funeral home calendars help make days count


