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Today marks the 50th an-

niversary of Earth Day, and if 

it weren’t for ongoing shelter 

in place orders across most of 

the U.S. due to the threat of 

COVID-19 (coronavirus), there 

would be celebrations planned 

nationwide. But for Benji and 

Angie Adams, owners of BAM-

MM Farms in Blackshear, ev-

ery day is Earth Day.

“The end product is pro-

duce, but our main focus is im-

proving the soil we’re growing 

the produce in,” Angie says. 

“Whatever we do we want to 

make sure it’s restoring some-

thing, that we’re not taking 

away from the earth, but doing 

what we can to protect it and 

improve it.”

If one crop pulls nitrogen 

from the soil, the Adams will 

plant a cover crop to replenish 

nitrogen the following season. 

They also work to create bio-

mass, the organic substance in 

soil needed for healthy plant 

growth.

“The more organic matter 

you have in the soil, the less 

watering you have to do and 

if you get a lot of rain at one 

time, it absorbs it but holds on 

to it,” Benji points out.

BAMMM Farms doesn’t 
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BY SARAH TARR GOVE

News Editor

COVID-19 

new cases 

slows here

Is the COVID-19 outbreak in Pierce on a 

downward trend?

It may still be too early to tell conclusively, 

but the number of new cases reportedly de-

creased last week.

“We’ve only had one positive case in the 

last week from Patterson,” says Dr. Brent Wa-

ters of Georgia Physicians South.

Department of Public Health daily reports 

showed a slight increase in Pierce County’s 

COVID-19 cases, but not nearly as signifi cant 

as the week before when numbers nearly dou-

bled. Last Tuesday, April 14, Pierce County 

had 47 reported cases of the virus and climbed 

to 51 cases by Monday, April 20. Pierce has 

reported two COVID-19 related deaths.

Pierce  maintained the highest per capita 

rate of 19 Southeast Georgia counties this 

week at .26 percent, meaning .26 percent 

of the County’s population has contracted 

COVID-19.   The per capita average of all 19 

counties studied is .10 percent.  Georgia’s per 

capita rate is .18 percent.

Ware County follows close behind Pierce 

with a .25 percent per capita rate after experi-

encing a larger jump than Pierce in the num-

ber of virus cases last week.

Other surrounding counties’ per capita 

rates are as follows:

Continued on Page 5
J.P. Barnard Jr., longtime Pat-

terson businessman and contrac-

tor, is Citizen of the Year.

The announcement was made 

during the Pierce County Chamber 

of Commerce’s 65th annual meet-

ing held online last Thursday eve-

ning, April 16, via a Facebook live 

video due to the ongoing threat of 

COVID-19 (coronavirus).

“This is not how I thought we 

would be celebrating our commu-

nity superstars, but I am thankful 

for this medium,” Chamber Execu-

tive Director Angela Manders told 

viewers. “The type of leadership 

and servitude we celebrate tonight 

is what makes Pierce County ex-

ceptional. And, it is this persever-

ance and hard work that will take 

us through the current health and 

economic trials.”

Hundreds tuned in for the live 

event and the video has now been 

viewed more than 3,300 times, 

Manders reports.

Barnard and a host of the com-

munity’s fi nest were honored last 

week in a touching video tribute 

from some of their closest friends, 

family members and longtime com-

munity supporters.

Also among the Chamber’s 

yearly honorees are Composite Re-

search (Sundance Boats) “Business 

Leader of the Year” and Thomas 

Family Farms, chosen Farmer of 

the Year.

Jerry Dixon, former Blackshear 

councilman and longtime Pierce 

County advocate, earned the Leona 

Dixon “Bright Spot” Award post-

humously. Dixon, the son of Pierce 

County’s very fi rst Bright Spot, Le-

ona Dixon, passed away last year 

following a brief illness while still 

in offi ce as a councilman for district 
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PC award winners honored in video tribute

Coronavirus reports in Pierce 

increased by six last week

Online studies can only help, not 

hurt fi nal grades for academic yr.

In lieu of annual Gala, Chamber of Commerce named 2019’s fi nest and brightest last week

Students won’t 

face penalty 

for incomplete 

school work

Pierce County Schools will base graduation 

for seniors and promotion and retention for all 

other students on their academic standing at 

the end of the third nine weeks of school. 

Students will be given an opportunity to 

bring their grades up, however. 

School superintendent Dr. Kevin Smith 

gave that update at the school board’s regu-

lar monthly meeting last Monday night. The 

meeting was held virtually via Youtube owing 
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Adams celebrate Earth Day every day
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Pictured (l-r): Citizen of the Year J.P. Barnard Jr., Dow Nimmer Award winner Ray 

Cunningham, Farmer of the Year – Mike Thomas, Michael Thomas and Chad 

Thomas of Thomas Family Farms, Brenda Waters, a founding member of South-

east Cancer Unit – Dr.  Hendry Community Health Award winner, Huel P. Walker 

Educator of the Year Cassie Dyal, Leona Dixon Bright Spot Award winner Jerry 

Dixon, and Business Leader of the Year Wally Bell of Composite Research.

At right, Mason Adams, four-

year-old son of BAMMM Farm 

owners Benji and Angie Adams, 

gets down and dirty on the farm.


