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The Times and Newton Center to host forum

The Blackshear Times and 

the Edward “Bud” Newton Cen-

ter will host a political forum 

for county chairman and school 

board chairman Thursday, May 

5. 

The forum will take place at 6 

p.m. at the Edward “Bud” New-

ton Center, Tyre Bridge Road, 

Patterson.

The event will be held just af-

ter the beginning of early voting 

May 2 and ahead of the May 24 

primary election.

Candidates for county chair-

man include incumbent Neal 

Bennett and challenger second 

district commissioner Mike 

Streat. 

Candidates for school board 

chairman are incumbent Du-

ward Boatright and challenger 

and local pastor Morris Pate. 

Times Publisher Matt Gard-

ner will serve as moderator and 

he and Times News Editor Jason 

Deal will serve as panelists for 

the question and answer session. 

Candidates for county com-

mission District 2 and Patter-

son City Council at-large will 

be invited for a meet and greet 

after the event, but will not be 

featured in a forum due to time 

constraints. 

District 2 commission can-

didates include Shawn Godwin 

and Graham Raley.  The two 

will face off for the right to suc-

ceed Streat in the post. Streat 

gave up the seat to run for chair-

man. Patterson Council candi-

dates include Brian Herrin and 

Racquell Scott. 

The pair will face off in a spe-

cial election for the Patterson 

City Council to be held in con-

junction with the primary Tues-

day, May 24. 

The winner will fill the  un-

expired term of Councilwoman 

Joan Teglas-Duplessis, who 

passed away suddenly Wednes-

day, Feb. 9. 

Questions can be submitted 

via email to mail@blackshear-

times.news. 

BY JASON DEAL

News Editor

April 25 is last 

day to register 

for May election
Pierce County residents 

who would like to vote in the 

Tuesday, May 24, General 

Primary Election will need to 

register prior to next Monday, 

April 25. 

The voter registration dead-

line is quickly approaching, 

according to Aaron Bell, Reg-

istrar for the Pierce County 

Board of Elections and Regis-

tration. 

Early voting will begin 

Monday, May 2, and will con-

tinue through Friday, May 20. 

Early voting is from 8:30 a.m.-

5 p.m. weekdays. Saturday 

early voting is 8:30-5 p.m. May 

7 and 14. All early voting will 

be held  at the Pierce County 

Courthouse Annex, 312 Nich-

ols St., Blackshear. 

Voters can also request ab-

sentee ballots. The deadline 

for absentee ballot requests is 

Friday, May 13. 

Absentee by mail voting 

rules have changed since the 

last election cycle. Details are 

available at the Board of Elec-

tions and Registration Office. 
Polls will be open 7 a.m.-7 

p.m. Election Day Tuesday, 

May 24. 

County voters will have 

contested races for county 

commission and school board 

chairman and voters in coun-

ty commission District 2 will 

elect a new commissioner.

Incumbent chairman Neal 

Bennett faces a challenge from 

second district commissioner 

Mike Streat. For school board 

chairman, incumbent Duward 

Boatright faces a challenge 

from Morris Pate. 

Bennett and Streat are run-

ning as Republicans and there 

is no Democratic nomination. 

Whomever wins the race will 

take office in January. 
The school board race is non 

partisan.

Voters in District 2 will 

choose a new commissioner. 

Streat gave up the seat to run 

for chairman. 

Candidates include Shawn 

Godwin and Graham Raley for 

the Republican nomination. 

While there is no Democrat-

ic nomination, Duane Hamelin 

is currently securing signa-

tures in an attempt to qualify 

as an Independent candidate. 

If Hamelin secures the sig-

natures of 5% of the voters in 

District 2 by July 12, he will 

appear on the November bal-

lot to face the winner between 

Godwin and Raley.

District 2 includes most of 

Blackshear south and east of 

U.S. Highway 84 to College 

Avenue and the Lakeview Golf 

Course. The boundary will fol-

low College Avenue and zig and 

zag around Midway Church 

Road and Bailey Roads to the 

area behind Farrs. The western 

boundary will be U.S. Highway 

84 and the southern boundary 

will be the Satilla River/Ware 

County line. 

In the City of Patterson, resi-

dents there will choose a council 

member to fill the vacancy cre-

ated by the death of Council-

woman Joan Teglas-Duplessis 

in February. 

Brian Herrin and Racquell 

Scott will face off to fill the re-

maining two years of the term. 

The special election in Pat-

terson will be held in conjunc-

tion with the general prima-

ry  and non-partisan election 

Tuesday, May 24.

A number of regional races 

for district attorney, state sen-

ate, state representative and 

judgeships will also be on the 

ballot. Statewide, governor and 

state constitutional offices will 

A late freeze, rising fuel 

costs and the never-ending 

worry about the weather are 

all things Pierce County’s 

farmers have their eyes on as 

this year’s crop season begins. 

Pierce County Extension 

Agent James Jacobs says de-

spite all the worries and con-

cerns there’s always hope for a 

good season. 

“Being a farmer is always a 

good lesson in hope and faith 

each year,” he said. “We look 

to the good Lord and hope for a 

good season.”

A late season freeze about 

a month ago has taken its toll 

on the county’s blueberry crop, 

but Jacobs says it is too early to 

tell what the end result will be. 

“We are still assessing the 

damage,” he said. “Yes, there is 

damage, but it varies from one 

farm to the next.”

Temperatures dipped as low 

as 25 degrees in Pierce Coun-

ty the first week of March, just 
after a near record high in the 

upper 80s earlier that week. 

“It was a major event. That 

kind of drastic change and the 

prolonged frost and freeze that 

night hit the blueberries hard,” 

he said. 

Farmers who had overhead 

freeze protection have fared far 

better than those who did not 

have any protection at all. 

Overhead protection uses 

water to encase the berries in 

water to keep them at a con-

stant 32 degrees instead of 

exposing them to the air tem-

perature which got much lower 

that morning. 

High bush varieties of the 

blueberries experienced more 

damage than the rabbit eye 

varieties. High bush blueber-

ries mature earlier, while the 

rabbit eye variety of the crop 

ripens later. 

Jacobs says he is unsure ex-

actly how much of the crop was 

lost, but he considers it signif-

icant. 

“We had late frosts and 

freezes like this in 2017 and 

2015,” he said. “It will be sim-

ilar.”

Jacobs said citrus trees were 

also affected by the late freeze, 

but the good news is the pecan 

crop looks to have escaped un-

scathed. 

“Our pecan trees coun-

ty-wide were still asleep for the 

Richard Blythe has begun planting corn as the 2022 crop season gets underway. Blythe’s son, Ben Blythe, is shown planting in a 

field in the Midway Church Community last week.

Rising fuel costs and the weather among 

concerns facing local farmers this season
BY JASON DEAL

News Editor

Chamber Gala to be held on April 21
The 67th annual Communi-

ty Awards Ceremony and Gala 

will be held at 6 p.m. tomor-

row, Thursday, April 21, at the 

Okefenokee Country Club. The 

event is hosted by the Pierce 

County Chamber of Commerce.

The theme for this year’s 

gala is “No Place Like Home: A 

Black and White Gala.”

Awards winnners who will 

be honored include Citizen of 

the Year Ray Cunningham, 

Farmer of the Year Lewis 

Newton, Huel P. Walker Edu-

cator of the Year winner Millie 

Knowlton Walker, Leona Dix-

on Bright Spot Award winner, 

Bethany Strickland, S. Dow 

Nimmer Award winner Carl 

Boyette, Dr. Katherine Hend-

ry Community Health Award 

winner Dr. Brent Waters and 

Business Leader of the Year 

Eileen and Watson Coffee with 

their businesses Kelly’s Tan-

ning Salon and Spa, Roll Up 

Doors and Steel and Metal Sys-

tems (SAMS).

Food, fun and games are 

planned and attire is semi-for-

mal black and white.

Donations are currently be-

ing sought for a silent auction 

to be held in conjunction with 

the gala and awards ceremony. 

Proceeds from the silent 

auction benefit the Chamber’s 
Education Fund which is used 

to award scholarships to high 

school seniors and to operate 

our youth development pro-

gram, Leadership Pierce.

The gala has been canceled 

the last two years owing to 

COVID-19 and the awards cer-

emony has been held virtual-

ly since that time. This year’s 

ceremony will be an in-person 

event. 

For more information, call 

the chamber at (912) 449-7044.
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