
Phil Douglas of Blackshear takes a swing on the 18th fairway 

at Lakeview Golf Club alongside the drained lake, now a muddy 

swamp, with visible stumps, in the background.

andy cane and snow-

flake cookies, holiday 
sprinkles, Royal Icing 
and gingerbread hous-

es. It’s beginning to 
look, and smell, a lot like Christmas 
at the Drawdy/Pittman home.

Gloria Drawdy and Susan Pit-
tman, a mother-daughter baking 
duo whose skills rival Betty Crocker 
and Paula Deen, have been baking 
together for years, using treasured 
family recipes passed down from 
Gloria’s mother, Ruth Bowen, and 

heirlooms like their homemade roll-
ing pin and metal Christmas cookie 
press to create lifelong memories for 
children and grandchildren.

Baking is a family tradition ex-

tending far beyond the holidays for 

these ladies, but Christmas is an 
extra special time for the family. 

“The tradition of Christmas bak-

ing brings back a flood of childhood 
memories from the past, 
memories in the 
making, and 

m e m o r i e s 
that my 

c h i l d r e n 
will car-

ry with 
t h e m 

f o r e v -

er,” Su-

san says. 

“ T h a t ’ s 

why it’s 
important to 
me. It’s one of 
the ties to genera-

tions that gives you feel-
ings of comfort, happiness, and love 

rolled all into one. 
Those days with my 

grandma, mama, and 

children are dear to my 
heart.”

Every year Gloria gath-

ers at her large, solid oak ta-

ble with all the grandchildren to 
make homemade gingerbread 

Continued on Page 13

Few new details have 
emerged from a tragic inci-
dent last Sunday night that  
ended in a barrage of at least 
10 gunshots, left one teenag-

er dead, another wounded 
and one more arrested for 
the shootings.

Robert James Evans, 17, 
of Patterson, reportedly fired 

at least 10 shots at Justin 
Lynch and Nathan Stanhope 
in the Dec. 2 shooting in Pat-
terson. 

That information was 
gleaned from warrants in 
the case filed last Tuesday. 
Evans had his first appear-

ance hearing then. 
The warrants do not de-

tail what circumstances led 
up to the shooting, but Sher-

iff Ramsey Bennett has said 
the attack was “not domes-

tic” in nature. 
Evans is accused of shoot-

ing Lynch, 16, of Blackshear 
once in the head with a 9mm 
handgun. He then allegedly 
shot Stanhope, 16, of Black-

shear, nine times in his up-

per torso. 

All three boys have re-

portedly been students at 
Pierce County High School. 

The shootings occurred 
last Sunday night during 
a driving rainstorm in the 
Tyre Bridge Road area. 

Continued on Page 2 

One teen dies, one hurt in hail of gunfire

BY SARAH TARR GOVE

News Editor

Dam collapse 

now contained

The risk of further dam-

age at the Lakeview dam 
has been mitigated for the 
time being, but repairing 
the dam and restoring the 
lake will take time. The lo-

cal Golf Club hopes to see 
the lake refilled by Spring, 
says Club President Tommy 
Pritchard.

“Our priority immedi-
ately after the event was to 
make sure we mitigate risk 
against further damage and 
we have accomplished that,” 
Pritchard says.

The outflow of water after 
the dam partially collapsed 
lowered the lake level to a 
point where no further dam-

age to the dam is expected.
The dam, located on the 

southeastern end of the 

Lakeview Golf Club lake, 
partially collapsed last 
Monday, Dec. 3, after heavy 
weekend rains saturated 
the area and caused a rapid 
increase in water levels. The 
erosion from last week’s fail-
ure resulted in a 21 x 27 foot 
hole approximately five feet 
deep in the dam. 

Georgia’s Environmental 
Protection Division (EPD) 
classifies the Lakeview dam 
as a Category II dam which 
means it is not regulat-
ed. Tom Woosley and Amy 

Rammo Kuhs with EPD’s 
safe dams program, have 
inspected the collapse, how-

ever, and recommended the 
club retain an engineer for 
the project.

Continued on Page 5

Golf club hopes to have barrier repaired,

lake back to full pool sometime in Spring

   Fellow teen, Robert Evans, reportedly 

fired at least 10 shots from 9 mm gun
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Pierce County government is eager-

ly awaiting your Christmas “present.”
Tax Commissioner Terresa Davis 

reminds residents local property taxes 
are due Thursday, Dec. 20.

“We encourage everyone to pay 
their taxes,” says Davis. “We know it 
is near Christmas, but these dates are 
set by the state legislature, not the 
county or the tax commissioner.” 

Tailored Business Systems (TBS) of 
Statesboro printed and mailed the ap-

proximately 11,500 bills for the county, 
cities and school board.

Continued on Page 13

Property taxes due Dec. 20
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A holiday     
tradition

Susan Pittman (front) and her mother, Gloria Drawdy, share a laugh 

while icing their signature sugar cookies, a popular item for Christ-

mas parties and gift baskets.

Susan’s Southern Sweets cre-

ates specialty cookies for 

every occasion but their 

holiday cookies are most 

popular.

Mother-daughter duo spend hours together creating 
Christmas cookies, gingerbread houses and holiday 
treats. Their creations, intricate works of art, are an 
expression of their love for baking and for family.
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At right, Community Development Director 

Dell Brown speaks at a meeting Monday.

Lynch Stanhope


