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Homecoming Parade 
- Details on Page 2
Pierce County High School will hold Home-
coming festivities the week of September 
23-27, but this year’s parade is set for Mon-
day evening, Sept. 23, rather than Thursday. 
The route is slightly changed as well.
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It’s a national crisis.
Opioid epidemic headlines have 

been splashed across state and 
national news since the Depart-
ment of Public Health and Human 
Services declared a public health 
emergency to address the grow-
ing problem two years ago, but it 
wasn’t until a court order granted 
The Washington Post access to a 
Drug Enforcement Administration 
database in June that the general 
public began to see how far reach-
ing the epidemic is in the United 
States.

That DEA database  — known 
as Automation of Reports and 
Consolidated Orders System (AR-
COS)  — tracks the path of every 
pain pill sold in the United States 
over a seven-year period, from the 
manufacturer to the distributor to 

the pharmacies in every town and 
city.

The Post and HD Media, which 
publishes the Charleston Ga-
zette-Mail in West Virginia, waged 
a year-long legal battle for access 
to the database that tracks opioid 
traffi c from 2006-2012. Nearly 
100,000 deaths related to the opi-
oid epidemic were reported during 

that time.
Thousands of people have 

downloaded the data since The 
Post made the database public in 
July. More than 120 new organi-
zations have used the database 
showing how much hydrocodone 
and oxycodone went to individual 
states and counties, and The Post’s 
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Winters 
cleared 
in motel 
shooting

Boatright 
will run 
for Sheriff

Pierce County Detective Jacob Winters 
was “legally justifi able” in his use of force 
for shooting burglary suspect Tyler Scales 
in the Comfort Inn park-
ing lot Wednesday, July 
24.

District Attorney 
George Barnhill issued 
that opinion in a letter to 
Sheriff Ramsey Bennett 
last week. The Times fi led 
an open records request 
for Barnhill’s letter. 

“It is my conclusion this 
was a legally justifi able 
use of force; the actions 
taken by Deputy Jacob 
Winters were for purposes 
of self defense,” Barnhill 
says. “I see no grounds to 
support a criminal war-
rant or direct presentation 
on Deputy Jacob Win-
ters to the Pierce County 
Grand Jury.” 

Barnhill’s opinion aligns with that of 
the Columbia County Sheriff’s Offi ce in-
vestigative team tasked with investigat-
ing the incident.

Sheriff Ramsey Bennett called in the 
Columbia County special unit in an effort 
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Pierce County will have a con-
tested sheriff’s race next spring.

Blackshear Police Dept. Major 
Robby Boatright 
announced his 
intention to chal-
lenge Incumbent 
Sheriff Ramsey 
Bennett last week. 
Bennett has said 
he intends to seek 
a third term.

According to 
Ware County 
sources, retired state trooper 
Greg Stone also intends to run for 
the offi ce of Pierce County Sher-
iff. Stone has not made a formal 
announcement in The Blackshear 
Times of his intent to run.

The sheriff’s race will be de-
cided May 19, 2020, as part of 
the general and non-partisan 
primary election. Qualifying will 
take place March 2-6, 2020. 

Boatright fi rst informed Po-
lice Chief Chris Wright and the 
Blackshear City Council of his 
decision in closed session at a 
council meeting last Tuesday 
night before making his 
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DA: Deputy was ‘justifi able’ 
in use of force against Scales 
in Comfort Inn parking lot

Millions of pills fl ow through Pierce County

Use it or lose it.
Free dumping or “am-

nesty” days twice a month 
are the latest development 
in the county commission’s 
efforts to combat roadside 
litter and illegal dumping. 
It’s free and it’s convenient, 
but so far, turnout has been 
slim. 

No one used the service 
when the center was open 
two weeks ago, and just sev-
en residents showed up the 
time before. With little par-

ticipation, the county won’t 
be able to justify paying an 
employee to keep the site 
open for long. 

“If our residents do not 
take advantage of the am-
nesty days, the county will 
have no choice but to dis-
continue the service,” says 
Chamber of Commerce Ex-
ecutive Director Angela 
Manders.

An unsupervised site 
would lower the cost of the 
service, but such an event 

earlier this summer turned 
into an illegal dumping di-
saster that took days to 
clean up, costing the county 
even more time and money.

“It has to be a controlled 
environment or people are 
going to bring everything,” 
says County Commissioner 
David Lowman. 

The lack of participation 
is not for lack of trash.

“It’s (litter) becoming a 
burden in our communities,” 
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Patterson City Council voted 
Thursday to ease restrictions in 
its alcohol ordinance. 

Patterson Mayor Dedi Thom-
as asked the council to consider 
making changes to what he called 
“very restrictive” requirements in 
the ordinance. 

Mayor Thomas said the city 
has been approached by individ-
uals interested in opening a wine 
tasting bar in the city, but he said 
the current ordinance imposes 
huge obstacles to that possibility. 
Thomas did not provide any addi-
tional information about the pro-
spective business.

In the fi rst vote, Mayor Thom-
as recommended and the council 
approved removing a clause in 
the ordinance that requires those 
seeking an alcohol license to pay 
for an engineer or surveyor to 
measure out and provide a de-
scription of the space to be used in 
the sale of alcohol. 

“That is just an extra require-
ment,” Thomas said. “The council 
already has to approve all licenses 
and permits. We would know in 
advance where it would be locat-
ed.”

Councilwoman Joan 
Teglas-Duplessis asked if the re-
quirement is mandated by state or 
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In an effort to combat litter and illegal dumping, county offi cials 
urge locals to use the free dumping days twice a month at the 
convenience center on New School Road and fi ll this dumpster up.

County encourages locals 

to use convenience center

Robby Boatright

Tyler Scales

Jacob Winters
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Fill it up!


