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If you paid $1 for this paper off 
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can save $17 per year by having 
it delivered to your mailbox 
each week by subscribing online 
at theblacksheartimes.com or 
calling our offi ce at 449-6693.
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We Buy. Sell. Clean. Crack and Shell!

Blackshear Pecan Company

Come see us at our NEW LOCATION:

3051 Bob Bowen Road, Blackshear, GA 31516
(912) 807-0269

• Opening Day is Monday, October 5 •

The presidential race between 
President Donald Trump and former 
vice-president Joe Biden, the keynote 
race in the November 3 general election, 
is sure to draw a record number of voters 
to the polls. 

A race between District One County 
Commissioner Harold Rozier and Dem-
ocratic challenger Tyrone Harris is the 
only locally contested election appear-
ing on the ballot. Rozier won a primary 
contest over retired GBI agent Weyland 
Yeomans for the Republican nomination.

Congressman Buddy Carter (R) faces 
a challenge from Joyce Marie Griggs and 
U.S. Senator David Perdue (R) is chal-
lenged by Jon Osoff (D) and Shane Hazel 
(Libertarian).

Senator Tyler Harper and Represen-
tative Steven Meeks are unopposed in 
the general election as are several local 
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Homecoming parade held, 
Mattox named Queen

The Board of Education 
has spent almost $90,000 on 
the now closed Pierce County 
High School so far this year. 

Assistant superintendent 
for fi nance LeVance Gay and 
Maintenance Director Har-

bin Farr gave a report on 
the expenditures at the old 
high school during the school 
board’s monthly work meet-
ing last Thursday morning. 

Figures show the old 
school has been costing the 
system about $10,000 per 
month to maintain since it 
was closed earlier this year. 

Students moved in to the new 
Pierce County High School 
next door in January.

The school is costing about 
$9,000 per month in electric-
ity, largely for heating and 
cooling. 

Farr said the transform-
ers at the school have been 
left on at minimum power as 
well as the heating and air 
to keep mildew and mold out 
at least until the building is 
completely empty of surplus 
items. 

The gym has also been 
used for practices by local 
athletic teams during the re-
cent rainy period. 

Fourth district board 
member Wendy Puryear 
asked if the system could re-
negotiate with Georgia Power 
to reduce the power costs. 

“We already have,” Gay 
explained. “This is basically a 
minimum charge.”

Farr did inform board 
members the system has 
eliminated an expense of 

about $1,500 per month for 
natural gas service at the old 
school. Gas used in the fi eld 
house has now been routed 
through a tank there. The 
gas service has been shut off 
at the old school.

The system also pays $234 
per month for insurance cov-
erage on the old facility.

“We are doing what we can 
to eliminate costs of main-
taining the old school,” Farr 
said. “Whatever we do, 
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Sunday afternoon when 59-year-
old Blackshear resident George 
Baker was shot 
and killed near 
his home on Eva 
Street.

Baker’s step-
son, 26-year-old 
Denerio Dejaun 
Hill, was arrest-
ed Sunday night 
in Douglas and 
charged with fel-
ony and malice 
murder. Hill was 
also charged with aggravated as-
sault, possession of a fi rearm by a 
convicted felon and possession of 
a fi rearm during the commission 
of a crime.

Blackshear Police Department 
responded to the scene on Eva 
Street at approximately 3 p.m. 
Sunday, October 4, to fi nd Bak-
er lying in the roadway. He had 
reportedly been shot numerous 
times and struck with a vehicle. 
Confi rmation on cause of death, 
however, is pending an autopsy.

Arrangements for Mr. Baker 
are incomplete and will be an-
nounced later by Jacobs Funeral 
Home of Blackshear. 

Investigators issued a BOLO 
(be on the lookout) for Hill and 
for a 2011 black Nissan Altima in 
which Hill was believed to have 
fl ed the scene.

Hill was apprehended while 
walking down a street in Douglas 
at approximately 10 p.m., seven 
hours after the shooting occurred. 
According to Police Chief Chris 
Wright, Hill did not attempt to 
fl ee or resist arrest.
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Bears, Beauties, Band

National 4-H week is October 4-10, 

2020. See next week’s edition for a re-

cap of the events held. 

BY JASON DEAL

Sta�  Writer

BY SARAH TARR GOVE

News Editor

The weather was cool 
and crisp – perfect for 
a parade Thursday eve-
ning – as locals gath-
ered along Main Street 
to watch Pierce County 
High School’s annual 
homecoming parade. A 
short affair this year due 
to the ongoing COVID-19 
pandemic, parade partici-
pants were limited to en-
tries from the high school 

and no one tossed candy 
along the route, but pa-
rade watchers still gath-
ered to smile and wave to 
the homecoming beauties, 
strapping athletes and 
smart-stepping marching 
band.

During halftime of 
the Bears’ football game 
Josie-Tatum Mattox was 
named the 2020 Home-
coming Queen.

Denerio 

Dejaun Hill

Election to 
draw record 
voter turnout

Early voting 

starts Oct. 12
Early voting for the November Gen-

eral Election will open Monday, October 
12,  and continue through Friday, Octo-
ber 30, at the Courthouse Annex, 312 
Nichols Street. Early voting will take 
place each day from 8:30 a.m. - 5 p.m. 

A Saturday voting day is scheduled 
for 9 a.m.-4 p.m. October 24 at the Court-
house Annex.
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Top left, Sofi e Carter, Allee Ruger and Ryker Beverly gave 

‘thumbs up’ and were ready for the parade Thursday eve-

ning. The kids were holding out hope someone would throw 

a few pieces of candy their way. Eight-year-old Carter was 

having an extra special day, celebrating her birthday with a 

parade. At right, Homecoming Queen Josie-Tatum Mattox 

is pictured with PCHS Principal Kelly Murray. Bottom left, 

PCHS spirit cheerleaders were all smiles and waves for the 

crowd Thursday night. Pictured (l-r): Britton Larson, Isabel 

McEuen, Kenzie Meeks, Haili Gibson and Allie Carter.  

Homicide 

on Eva St. 

Sunday

Thousands spent on shuttered PCHS
   Nearly $10,000 spent every month

to maintain old school since it closed

�

Denerio Dejaun Hill 

faces murder charge

PCHS Bears Donelius ‘Man-Man’ Johnson (No. 18) 

and Knox Bennett (No. 25) call out to their friends 

along the parade route.

One locally contested 

race on the ballot this Fall


