
Grady EMS/South Geor-

gia EMS of Atlanta will be 

Pierce County’s new Emer-

gency Medical Service (EMS) 

provider. 

Commissioners voted 

unanimously Tuesday night 

to approve a five year, annu-

ally renewable contract with 

Grady EMS/South Georgia 

for $350,000. The county 
projects it will save between 

$108,000 and $380,000  an-

nually by privatizing the ser-

vice. 

Grady was the low bidder 

among the three received to 

provide EMS service. Grady 

is expected to take over oper-

ations within the next 60-90 

days.

Other bidders were Ameri-

can Medical Response of Ros-

well at $400,000 with a three 
percent annual increase each 

succeeding year and Okefe-

nokee EMS of Waycross at 

$558,320 per year. 
Dr. Bill Compton of Grady 

Continued on Page 5

The new Pierce County High School 

probably won’t open until January, 2020. 
Mike Parker, architect with SP Design 

of Macon, told the school board at their 
work session Thursday morning that con-

struction on the school probably won’t be 

complete on time, owing to weather de-

lays. 

“We’ve had rain, mud, heat and snow! 
Can you believe that? Yes, I said snow!,” 
Parker said in breaking the news that the 

school will be delayed. 

Despite earlier weather challenges, 
Parker had said as late as last summer 

that the school had been on target for an 

August 2019 opening.
Recent torrential rainfall has created 

Continued on Page 5

More than a dozen county roads are 

closed or have been damaged by recent 

heavy rains and those that are open and 

passable are still wet. 

County Manager Jason Rubenbauer 

gave that report detailing road problems to 

the county commission last Tuesday night.  

Current road closures include Big House 

Road, Laura Chapel Road, Alvin Walker 
Road, Cathleen Drive, Dutch Road, Mossy 
Pond Road, Substation Road, Molly Branch 
Road and Alabaha Roads. Additionally, the 
manager reported a number of open roads 

still have issues with water damage includ-

ing Williamson Road, Murray Hill Road, 
Ayrin Brooke Lane, Pleasant Hill Road, Son 
Thomas Road and Floyd Drive. 

Continued on Page 2

fletc training continues

in spite of shutdown
Locals commute to work at Federal Law Enforcement Training Center with 

no pay while others are furloughed at home waiting on the call to return
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New PCHS 

opening is 

delayed ‘til 

early 2020

The partial government 

shutdown officially became 
the longest ever Saturday at 

22 days and counting. Pierce 
Countians who’ve commuted 

for years to work at the Feder-

al Law Enforcement Training 
Center (FLETC) in Brunswick 
have been toughing it out, 
some working without pay and 

others furloughed at home, 
waiting for the call to return 

to work. 

Several interviewed by The 

Times expressed support, re-

gardless of their situation, for 
the shutdown over security on 

the Mexico border, while not-
ing if the shutdown stretches 

on for several more weeks, 
they will be in a tight spot fi-

nancially. Friday, January 11, 
marked the first missed pay-

check for many of them.

“I support it 100 percent,” 
says Mike Walker, former 
state trooper and driving in-

structor at FLETC.
Others agree.

“I do (support the shut-
down),” says Kevin Erdmier, 
firearms instructor at FLETC. 
“I took an oath years ago to 
protect and defend the consti-

tution. I take that seriously 

and I believe the wall, barrier, 
whatever you want to call it, 
needs to happen.” 

Erdmier has worked nearly 

30 years for the federal gov-

ernment and while shutdowns 

can be stressful, he’s learned 
to prepare. 

“There’s always the un-

known. After the first one I 
learned (to prepare),” Erdmier 
says. “It doesn’t matter what 
you make, you’re going to live 
to your means, but you’ve got 
to try to control it the best you 

can.” 
Chad Hersey, also a former 

state trooper, is in training 

management at FLETC. He’s 
worked there for 14 years. 

Hersey was notified of the 
shutdown at 12:09 a.m. on 
December 28 by text message 
and automated phone call.

“You are furloughed,” the 
message read.

“My job was not essential to 

go,” Hersey explains.
But some FLETC instruc-

tors are still reporting to work, 
training federal agency em-

ployees who are not affected 

by the shutdown, primarily 
Secret Service, Customs and 
Border Patrol and Transporta-

tion Security Administration 

(TSA).

Jeff DuPont is one of those 

instructors. 

He’s considered a furlough 

exception, on hand to train for 
the Dept. of Homeland Securi-

ty.

“I’m working but I will not 
be paid until this is all done 

with,” DuPont says. “My daily 
routine has not changed much 

at all.” 
DuPont is also a longtime 

FLETC employee who has 
endured more than one shut-

down, and like Erdmier, he 
tries to be prepared.

“I’ll be able to weather the 
storm,” DuPont says. “I keep 
money in the bank. I can’t 
speak for anybody else, but if a 
week or two without pay crip-

ples me, I’m probably living 
beyond my means. You never 

know what’s going to happen 

in any job.”
DuPont recognizes, howev-

er, some people do live from 
paycheck to paycheck and will 

probably feel the shutdown’s 

effect much sooner than he 

will. And, while he is guar-

anteed back pay, others fur-

loughed at home may not be.

Hersey has been working 

with his father’s construction 

Continued on Page 2

Firearms train-

ing and other 

classes are 

still underway 

at FLETC in 

Glynn County. 

Some of the 

agencies 

still training 

through the 

partial govern-

ment shut-

down include 

Homeland 

Security and  

Customs and 

Border Patrol.

Weather issues pushed back 

initial August 2019 finish date 

Heavy rains result in closures; 

boggers damage county roads

Grady is new EMS provider

‘I support (the shutdown) 100 percent.’
-Mike Walker, FLETC instructor

At left, law enforcement trainees learn how to respond to an ac-

tive shooter during a recent Active Shooter Threat Instructor Train-

ing Program at FLETC.  At right, Students are treated to a beautiful 

sunset during the Boat Operators Anti-Terrorism Training Program 

at FLETC. 

Photos from FLETC Facebook Page
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Dr. Bill Compton of Grady EMS gives a presentation to commissioners on his company’s pro-

posal to privatize Pierce County EMS.

Road work 

cost up 119%
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