
Bus wrecks 
are ‘minor’
incidents 

Blistering heat and summer downpours have 
baked and doused local fi elds, but overall  Pierce 
County’s crops are in good shape as the growing 
season heads toward harvest.

County Extension Agent James Jacobs gave that 
early assessment of Pierce County’s crops through 
the summer.

“The crops look good overall. We had an early sea-
son heat wave and the hot temperatures have been 
consistent with a few breaks,” he says. “During the 
breaks in the heat, we got good rains — sometimes 
heavy downpours during afternoon thunderstorms.”

Jacobs pointed out two weeks ago we had both 
— with days when the heat index well into the tri-
ple digits, followed by afternoon thunderstorms that 
dumped as much as four inches of rain in areas.

“The spotty nature of the weather has shown up 
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Shawn Godwin will face opposition in his 
fi rst bid for a full term on Blackshear City 
Council.

Former councilman Jef-
frey Parr qualifi ed last 
Wednesday, August 21, for 
the District 5 seat.

Godwin is currently fi ll-
ing the unexpired term of 
longtime Councilman Jer-
ry Dixon who died in offi ce 
earlier this year. Godwin 
took offi ce in August after 
qualifying unopposed in a 
July special election.

Parr served on city 
council from January 2012 
until March 2014. Parr also 
served on the Main Street 
Program Board from 2010 
until 2014, resigning from 
both to pursue a business 
opportunity elsewhere. 

Parr returned to the 
area a few months later. 
He is a former owner of 
Anytime Fitness in Blackshear.

Godwin has had his sights set on the 
seat since the beginning of the year when 
he announced in February that he would 
run against Dixon this November. He then 
qualifi ed for the seat this summer when 
Dixon passed away unexpectedly.

Godwin thanked his district for allowing 
him to serve the rest of Dixon’s unexpired 
term, and wasted no time in launching a 
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Taxes are going up, but only 
two residents turned out for public 
hearings on the proposed .65 mill 
increase last week.

Commissioners are set to hold 
a third and fi nal public hearing to-
morrow night (Thursday, Aug. 29) 
at the Southeast Georgia Regional 
Agriculture Center (SEGARAC), 
705 College Avenue, Blackshear. 
The hearing is set for 5:45 p.m. A 
called meeting to set the millage 
rate is slated for 6:15 p.m. 

A pair of budget hearings were 
held by the county commission last 
Thursday.

Tommy Cornett attended the 
fi rst meeting of the day. 

Cornett asked commissioners for 
details on how the county’s general 
fund budget and special purpose lo-
cal option sales tax funds are spent.

Retired warden Thomas Am-
mons attended the evening hearing. 

“It is a standing room only sort 
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One student was treated for 
neck and back injuries consistent 
with whiplash after a Pierce Coun-
ty school bus with 37 students on 
board was rear-ended last Thurs-
day afternoon by a delivery truck 
on Georgia Highway 121 at Little 
River Trail, not far from the Board 
of Education offi ce.
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County 
tax hike 
moves 
forward

Blackshear Districts 5 and 6 will 
have a choice in representation 
in the November city election

Few residents attend 
public hearings on the 
proposed increase

Mary Fran Grissom may 
be known for her bright smile, 
fl awless makeup and perfectly 
coiffed hair but a few weeks 
ago Grissom’s hair was all out 
of place and she didn’t care one 
bit. The thrill of jumping from 
an airplane thousands of feet 
up and soaring to the ground 
below was worth the mess.

Grissom recently celebrat-
ed her 60th birthday and she’s 
been battling a cancer diagno-
sis and going through treat-

ment for nearly three years 
now. So, a week before her most 
recent surgery in June, Grissom 
fi nally took the plunge, checked 
an item off her bucket list and 
went skydiving.

Skydiving was just the start.
Grissom’s bucket list items 

are mostly places she hopes to 
visit with her husband, Kevin, 
and their children.  Her cancer 
diagnosis and 60th birthday has 
given Grissom a new perspec-
tive on life and new priorities.

“We always say we’re go-
ing to do things, but never get 
around to it,” Grissom says. 

So, the Grissoms reduced 
the money they were putting 
away in retirement savings, 
and started planning trips.

“Let’s just enjoy the time 
we have and we won’t put as 
much savings away,” Grissom 
says.

The couple booked a week-
long Mediterranean cruise 
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Blackshear residents living in Districts 5 
and 6 will have a choice in their city council 
representative when they head to the polls in 
November. Qualifying for municipal elections 
closed last Wednesday with no other contested 
races in Patterson or Offerman.

Shawn Godwin (Dist. 5), currently fi lling 
the unexpired term of Jerry Dixon, who died in 
offi ce earlier this year, will face opposition from 
Jeffrey Parr in November. (See related story). 
Linda Dennison and Roy Gilleon will face off 
for the District 6 seat soon to be vacated by 
Councilman David Smith.

Blackshear council Keith Brooks (Dist. 1) 
qualifi ed unopposed for his seat. 

Patterson
Jake Echols, Chris Mock and Joan Teglas-
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Mary Fran Grissom skydives by tandem jump-
ing with an experienced sky diver at World 
Skydiving Center in Jacksonville.

Leap of faith 
Skydiving a thrill for Grissom

Jeff rey Parr

Shawn Godwin

Headed 
to harvest

Junior John-
son and Eddie 

Charles harvest 
tobacco from Ray Dix-

on’s fi eld on Trudie Road.

Pictured at right, a moth lights briefl y on a tobacco 
leaf in a fi eld ready for harvest on Trudie Road. 
         - Photos by Sarah Gove

Crops survived 

sweltering temps, 

heavy downpours
Farmers expecting good tobacco, corn yields


