
Pierce County High School’s newest alumni tossed their graduation caps in celebration Friday night.           – Photo by Jennifer Carter Johnson
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ierce County High 
School’s Class of 2021 
made it through a 
world-wide pandemic, 

achieved many accomplish-
ments in academics, arts and 
athletics and stepped out into 
the future Friday night. 

The 205 members of the 

class received their diplomas 
Friday night before a capacity 
crowd at Bear Stadium. 

It was the first time in al-
most two years graduation was 
held on its originally sched-
uled night. Last year’s ceremo-
ny was postponed until July 
and then was held with mask 
requirements, social distanc-
ing protocols and only limited 
in-person attendance. 

By comparison, Friday 
night’s ceremony was, in a 
word — normal.

Pleasant weather, bright 
sunbeams and cool tempera-
tures for mid-May created a 
comfortable atmosphere for the 
event.

Both senior speakers, Vale-
dictorian Josie-Tatum Mattox 
and Salutatorian Mary Bowen 
Baker mentioned the negatives 

of the pandemic, but used it to 
emphasize the positive and to 
encourage their classmates to 
rise above it and make their 
mark. 

Mattox appealed to the re-
silience of the class as she took 
them on “a walk down memory 
lane” together. 

“As I have grown up along-
side you all, especially in light 
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‘Success through a pandemic’
PCHS Class of 2021 applauded for resilience 

and encouraged to make their mark
A college coach from neighboring 

Brantley County will be the new head 
basketball coach of the Bears.

Jamison Williams, currently the head 
men’s basketball coach at Andrew College 
in Cuthbert, was hired during a called 
meeting last Wednesday morning. The 
action came following an eight-minute 
closed session to discuss personnel.

Williams, 27, will also teach at the 
high school. He has served as Andrew 
College’s head men’s basketball coach for 
the past two years. 

He is a 2012 graduate of Brantley County High School, 
Williams earned an associate’s degree in physical education 
at South Georgia State College in Douglas. He then earned a 
bachelor’s degree in interdisciplinary studies, with a minor in 
math from Thomas University in Thomasville. 

He played basketball for two years at South Georgia State 
College in Douglas where he was part of a Georgia Collegiate 
Athletic Association (GCAA) regular season championship in 
2014-15 and the team compiled a 44-19 record over his two 
seasons. Williams then signed with NAIA participant Thomas 
University where he finished his college career.

Williams was hired as assistant head coach at Andrew Col-
lege in 2018 and  helped lead the team in setting a single sea-
son record for wins and capturing the first ever GCAA regular 
season championship. He was promoted to head coach at An-
drew College in 2019. He coached the Tigers to a 21-10 record 
his first season and a 4-15 record this past season.

Williams takes over the Bears head coaching position fol-
lowing the resignation of  Shan Garner. Garner resigned earli-
er this month to move back home to Lowndes County. He had 
been Bears’ head coach for five seasons. 

In other personnel action, the board voted to hire Timothy 
Brown as a special education teacher and Robert Herring as 
assistant football coach and Russell Rothar as assistant boys 
soccer coach, all at the high school. 

Turf and PCMS track 

projects added to 

Stadium renovations
The installation of turf 

at Bear Stadium and the re-
surfacing of the track at the 
middle school will be added 
to the overall Bear Stadium 
construction management 
project.

The school board approved 
adding the two items to the 
overall athletic facilities proj-
ect during a called meeting 
last Wednesday morning. 

School officials said the 
reason for combining the 
projects is to streamline the 
entire process and have the 
construction manager as the 
point of contact and the su-
pervisor for all of the work.

R.H. Tyson Construction 
of Blackshear was selected 

earlier in May to be the con-
struction manager for im-
provements to Bear Stadium 
and the baseball and softball 
fields. Improvements to the 
middle school track and in-
stallation of the Bear Stadi-
um turf will now be added to 
the total project.

R.H. Tyson had a general 
bid of $520,000 with a 3.75 
percent construction man-
agement fee of the total proj-
ect cost. 

Sports Turf Company, Inc. 
of Whitesburg was approved 
for both the turf installation 
and the middle school track 
resurfacing at last month’s 
school board meeting.
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Center photo, the class of 2021 enters the field prior to the gradu-

ation ceremony. Top left, Duward Boatright bows his head during 

prayer. Top center left, Salutatorian Mary Bowen Baker speaking 

to her classmates. Top center right, John Mangir and Seth Fos-

ter are all smiles following the ceremony. Top right, Valedictorian 

Josie-Tatum Mattox encourages her classmates. Middle right, 

Ozzie Strickland, and bottom right Jermaine Brewton smile as 

they exit the ceremony. 

                                       – Photos by Jennifer Carter Johnson

Jamison Williams

By K.T. McKee

Staff  Writer

Carly Herrin is not quite a 
teenager, but most days she 
is busy in the kitchen baking 
up cake creations that can be 
found on the menu at popular 
eatery The Garden Cafe.

Out of 28 total pieces of red 
velvet and strawberry cakes 
offered to customers at The 
Garden Cafe in Blackshear on 
Tuesday of last week, only eight 
slices remained by closing time 
the next day. 

“Everybody’s so excited 
about having cakes again,” cafe 

owner Sarah Scarborough said 
of the made-from-scratch cakes 
made by 12-year-old Black-
shear baker Carly Herrin. “We 
went through a dry spell of 
maybe two months when my 
long-time cake maker Joanne 
Parham fell ill. Carly is off to a 
great start, but Joanne was the 
absolute best. Her coconut cake 
was off the chain.”

That’s exactly what Carly 
is hoping people will say about 
her cakes one day as the 2019 
Pecan Festival Dessert Contest 
champion dreams of having her 
own bakery or restaurant one 
day.

The mature-beyond-her-
years daughter of Paul and 
Leah Herrin said Thursday 
she wasn’t quite sure of her 
cake-making skills until her 
butter pecan layer cake with 
buttercream frosting captured 
the blue ribbon at the annual 
fall festival when she was only 
11. 

“I’d never even made that 
cake before,” she said of the 
Southern Living recipe she 
found online. “So that made me 
feel pretty good.”

Usually the 7th grader 
makes red velvet, coconut, choc
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Seventh grader bakes, sells cake creations

Carly’s “Nana” Janice Herrin 
checks in on her May 20 in her 
Blackshear kitchen as she fills 
cake pans with carrot cake mix. 
The cake was one of four sold 
last week to The Garden Cafe. 

By Jason De al

Staff Writer

Jamison Williams 

hired as PCHS 

basketball coach
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