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Blackshear’s annual Christ-
mas Parade will be held at 6 
p.m. Monday, Dec. 6. 

The theme of this year’s pa-
rade will be “Toy Trains and 
Candy Canes.”

“Better Hometown Black-
shear is hoping to create a fes-
tive atmosphere by having all 
the windows in the Main Street 

District decorated with the 
theme of this year’s Christmas 
Parade,” Better Hometown 
Manager Bethany Strickland 
said.

Two local artists are being 
tapped to accomplish the task.

The parade will travel 
through downtown, leaving 

Blackshear was awarded a $1,264,000 Drinking Water State 
Revolving Fund (DWSRF) loan last week by the Georgia Environ-
mental Finance Authority (GEFA) board of directors.

The loan will finance replacing manual-read water meters with 
an advanced metering infrastructure (AMI) system. This project 
will reduce leaks, increase billing accuracy, and improve meter 
reading efficiency.

“This loan will be a great help with the replacement of the me-
ters,” Blackshear Mayor Kevin Grissom said. “The new meters 
will be a significant improvement over what we have.”

The new meters should be in place by the end of next year. 
The city will pay 0.13% on the 20-year loan. The loan will fi-

nance a conservation project, which qualifies for a reduced interest 
rate. The city is eligible for principal forgiveness up to $631,708.

The DWSRF provides low-interest loans for infrastructure 
projects that deliver safe, affordable drinking water. These proj-
ects conserve and improve water resources and facilitate econom-
ic development. The program is jointly funded by the U.S. Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency and the state of Georgia.

GEFA provides loan financing at a reduced interest rate for en-
ergy efficiency and renewable energy projects at water and waste-
water treatment plants, landfills, and municipal solid waste fa-
cilities; water conservation projects in the areas of water loss and 
end-use water efficiency; and nonpoint source land conservation 
projects.

GEFA, headquartered in Atlanta, provides financing for a va-
riety of energy, land, and water projects. Since 1985, GEFA has 
approved financial commitments totaling more than $5 billion to 
local governments, businesses, and nonprofit organizations. 

Patterson to hold “Ray of Light” celebration 

BY JASON DEAL

News Editor

November has been a heartbreaking month 
for Dorothy Peterson for the past 24 years with 
the tragic loss of two teenaged sons one year 
apart in November of 1997 and ’98.

But as the sun shone down on Blackshear 
City Park on Saturday at the first “Thanksgiv-
ing in the Park” community meal, her tears of 
anguish turned to cries of gratitude.

“This is such a blessing,” the mother of five 
said as she wiped her eyes before enjoying a full 
Thanksgiving meal with her grown son Gordon 
Peterson and his wife Marie. “I’ve been through 
it, but God bless everyone doing this.”

Sherri Robson, also a Blackshear mother of 
five, had no idea Peterson had endured the trag-
ic loss of two sons in this month of thanks and 

The City of Patterson will hold a “Ray 
of Light” celebration for Christmas this 
year. 

The event includes a self-guided driv-
ing tour through the city of Patterson in-
cluding in the Olde Town area on West 
Railroad Avenue. 

The “Ray of Light” tour will be night-

ly beginning this Saturday, Nov. 27 and 
continuing through Saturday, Dec. 18. 

The kick-off will feature hot cocoa or 
hot apple cider,  Christmas lights and 
caroling and shopping with local vendors 
in Patterson’s Old Towne area off Rail-
road Avenue. 

Visitors can pick up a map for a 

self-guided tour from the bin outside Ea-
gle Station at 3507 Williams Street and 
then ride through town to view the vari-
ous light displays.

The light tour will also include a kids’ 
“Search for the Grinch” contest. The 
prize will be a big bag of toys for one 

forgiveness when she felt led by the 
Lord to organize an event that in the 
end would feed more than 300 hungry 
and hurting citizens in Pierce County.

“You just never know what peo-
ple have endured or are still going 
through,” Robson said. “All I knew 
is I needed to do something to help 

those who are suffering during a time 
of year that has always been a joyous 
occasion for my family.”

Robson had been praying for Gor-
don Peterson for the past six months 
after he’d been struck down by 
COVID-19 and his heart stopped on

Continued on Page 2

BY K.T. MCKEE

Staff Writer

Thanksgiving in the Park volunteers from Emmanuel Baptist Church, from 

left, Ashlyn Daniels, Addie Johnson, Kayla Johnson and Mackenzee Howard 

join Wendy Mercer of Rockin’ Bear Cafe in filling more than 260 to-go con-

tainers and plates with turkey and all the fixings Saturday at Blackshear City 

Park. Not pictured is Natalie Daniels, also from Emmanuel.

More than 

300 served at 

“Thanksgiving 

in the Park” 
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ABUNDANT BLESSINGS

Pictured above left, Steve Boatright, left, prays with Gordon Peterson and his mother Dorothy Peterson Saturday during the 

first “Thanksgiving in the Park.” Gordon nearly died six months ago when he was struck down by COVID-19. He is currently 

confined to a wheelchair and can barely speak, but is undergoing voice and physical therapy. He would have been the third son 

Dorothy had lost tragically if he had not survived. Above right, Sherri Robson, left, gives fellow mother of five Dorothy Peterson 

a big hug during Saturday’s first “Thanksgiving in the Park” event dreamed up and organized by Robson. Robson had no idea 

Peterson had endured inconceivable grief during this month 24 years ago with the tragic loss of two teenage sons one year 

apart and nearly a third son to COVID-19 this year.
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