
ome is where the 
heart is and Dr. Ca-
sey Kimbrell Jr. has 
returned home to 

care for critters as a second gen-
eration veterinarian. 

Kimbrell joined his father 
and namesake a few weeks ago  
at the family’s longtime veteri-
nary hospital on U.S. Highway 
84 in Blackshear. 

“It’s always been a long-held 
dream of mine to be able to join 
the family business and return 
home to serve my community,” 

says the affable new veterinari-
an. “Dreams do come true.”

The road back home took al-
most a decade to retrace.

A native Pierce Countian, 
Kimbrell grew up here and grad-
uated from Pierce County High 
School in 2010. 

After earning his bachelor 
of science degree from Georgia 
Southwestern University in 
Americus in 2015, Kimbrell end-
ed up in the Caribbean. 

The college graduate did not 
go there to enjoy a vacation, 
however. 

Kimbrell traveled to the is-
land nation of St. Kitts to attend 

the Ross University School of 
Veterinary Medicine.

Kimbrell specializes in repro-
ductive medicine, sports med-
icine, soft tissue surgeries and 
large animal practice. 

Throughout his training, 
Kimbrell Jr. has earned academ-
ic honors for his coursework. He 
graduated magna cum laude.

Once he fi nished his class-
room training, Dr. Kimbrell 
came to Auburn University in 
Alabama to do his clinicals. 

He also married his longtime 
love, Lisa Jones of Leesburg, in 
April of last year. 

Continued on Page 11
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Blackshear City Clerk Suzanne Manning 
has resigned. 

City Council members unanimously accept-
ed her resignation after more 
than an hour in closed session 
in an emergency called meet-
ing last Thursday. 

Mayor Kevin Grissom 
placed Manning on paid ad-
ministrative leave September 
6 pending an investigation into 
the release of unredacted per-
sonal information of police de-
partment employees. Manning 
reportedly released the infor-
mation while fi lling an open 
records request for Greg Stone, a candidate for 
Pierce County sheriff.

Continued on Page 5

Bill Walker is newest PC 

Sports Hall of Famer
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Kimbrell Jr.  joins 

family vet clinic

Manning 
resigns as 
city clerk

Area newspaper readers were 
shocked in recent days as word 
leaked out over the weekend of 
a Friday announcement by man-
agement of the Waycross Jour-
nal-Herald that the six-day-a-
week newspaper would publish 
its last edition Monday of this 
week.

It almost didn’t happen that 
way.

Former Times Publisher Rob-
ert M. Williams Jr. along with two 
partners, Dink NeSmith of Athens 
and Eric Denty of Jesup, had a 
signed agreement to purchase the 
newspaper in July 2017. Major-
ity owner of the Journal-Herald, 
Roger Williams, had introduced 
Robert Williams as the soon-to-
be publisher to the WJH staff 
on a Thursday afternoon. Friday 
morning, Roger asked to be re-
leased from his agreement to sell 
after discussions with his broth-
er Jack Williams III, a minority 
stockholder. (Robert Williams is 
not related to the Williams family 
in Waycross.)

Continued on Page 2

Dr. Casey Kimbrell Jr. is shown caring for a patient, “Ashes” the cat. Ashes is owned by Paula Drawdy.

Closure 
of WJH 
a long, 
sad tale Former clerk claims city has 

‘hostile work environment’ 
Journal-Herald nixed 
former Times’ owner’s 
offer to buy in 2017

Longtime doctor treated 
Pierce children for decades

It’s a ‘dream come true’ for newest Dr. Kimbrell

Number One Bear fan dies Monday at 54

Longtime Pierce County 
Sports Fan Bill Walker has 
died. 

Walker, 54, passed away 
Monday afternoon, follow-
ing an extended illness. 

Walker had just recently 
been inducted as the 12th 
member of the Pierce Coun-
ty Sports Hall of Fame. 

An offi cial enshrinement  

into the Hall of Fame will 
take place later this year, 
but a small, personal induc-
tion ceremony was held re-
cently at Harborview Pierce 
County Nursing Home as 
Walker’s health rapidly de-
clined.

Hall of Fame Committee 
Member John DuPont and 
Walker’s brother, Lawton 

Walker, and brother-in-law, 
Richard Thigpen, were pres-
ent for the induction.

DuPont fought back tears 
this week as he remembered 
his longtime friend. 

“Bill’s fervent loyalty es-
tablished the standard by 
which all fans should follow 
and I’m proud to have called 

Continued on Page 2

Dr. Davis 
dies at 90

Dr. Alfred L. Davis Jr. is re-
membered this week for his service 
to children and their parents and 
his service to the 
Lord. 

Davis, 90, died 
Sunday evening, 
Sept. 22, at his 
home in Black-
shear. 

Born in Daniels-
ville, Dr. Davis was 
raised in Ocilla, 
Waycross, Black-
shear and Atlanta. He graduated 
from both the University of Georgia 
and the Medical College of Georgia. 
He was a pediatrician for 54 years. 

Dr. Davis and his wife, Ellen, 
and their family spent 10 years in 
Hong Kong China as missionaries 
with the Southern Baptist Church. 

He and his family returned to 
Georgia, settling in Toccoa. Dr. Da-
vis moved to Blackshear in 1971 
after his medical school 

Continued on Page 5
Longtime local sports fan Bill Walker will be enshrined in the 
Pierce County Sports Hall of Fame.

Whitt crowned, Bears win! 
PCHS senior Alyssa Whitt was crowned homecom-
ing queen Friday night and the Pierce County Bears 
defeated the South Effi ngham Mustangs 42-28. 
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Alyssa Whitt (center), daughter of Al and Han-
nah Varnadore, was crowned 2019 Homecoming 
Queen. Skye Eason (left), daughter of Toby Eason 
and Angie Eason, and Emma Katherine Day (right), 
daughter of Andy and Amy Day, were crowned prin-
cesses.           – Photo by Jennifer Carter Johnson

Suzanne 

Manning

Alfred Davis Jr.

I’ve Got My Eye On You!
Austin Jernigan (No. 5) hones in on the Mustang ball 
carrier Friday night.     – Photo by Jennifer Carter Johnson
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